W'i ; :f t Mptfe 

^ 7WWWWVA 1 


£lI<\ •^••vA'^vvj.Ji!'* tStwtr ■ \ 5 #v *.;<»> I’ 1 1 v - -V, • 4* 

^£mB 

Ilfi™ 


r 7J 


!■ 

#4 

M 

1*™F 




M 


S 'Mi 


_ 

,v( ‘M jv All rvy^lvV.v-;,-. I,-'.'*;/-*...''-.: .*• ' 

f i. f. rli -jjO, JtKtfV'lrf i l>t i -/' •N£mSS K Ijjftf \v* ii Vi P it, A- *liVt#W i * ‘.% • !, JJI'r t*' / * * .ii; v * ■:<■. 'i .5 fl 

1 ^ - fc ; ' •'■ ,:' # • • «|^|gk ■ | *• i | . : , | * , 


Ijpl 


of the 


•MM 


n 




Report of the Central Executive 
Committee to the Third National 

Convention. 




HELD IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
1>UC. 30, 31, 1923, and JAN. 1, 2, 1924. 












jjjro&fg 


r'ivv,-' Y . '•’ ' ,n ' •?■'*■ ■ 

: , . -g. ( - 

' \ ■'' , : ' ’S 

a 

■U 0" n 

2j 


i ■ - .■ jlwi| 

• aSH? 

*■«•/ v^:'Av?v-:? f : r 






m 


■■ 


FOR A LABOR PARTY— By John Pepper. 

Supporter* of workingcluKs independent 
find thM pamphlet the beet ever published in favor df. a 
lift bo r Party. 8rd enlarged edition. Singlejcopyj^Oci'in 
lots of .10 or more, 18c.' ;; /v 

THE AMERICAN FOREIGN BORN WORKERS— By Clarissa 

S. Ware. 

American capitalism haB set out to make the American 
foreign bom workers regular serfs. ^^eralVn^^ s3jve 
laws are now before Congress. This pamphlet is the best 
ever written on the subject: The foreign born Workers and 
their relation to American industry. Single copy, 15c; 
lots of .10 or more, 10c. ; 

WHAT*S WllAT ABOUT WOMlHML~1»y Jay Lovestone. 

Every worker, particularly voters, should know what Pres- 
ident Coplldge bus done to labor. The Republicans will 
again nominate him for President. You should know why. 
Single copies, Sc; in lots of 50 or ^pi?e> 3Vstc, 

WHY EVERY WORKER SHOULD BE A COMMUNIST AND! 

JOIN THE WORKERS FA4&TY— tjy C.‘E. Rathenberg. 
165,000 of these pamphlets were sold in 6 weeks' time. 
above question ,i$ answered a clesar add ptecise way , " 

. Ruthenberg style, Single copies, 1c, ot 80c , a hundred. 

STRATEGY OP TH& -COMMUNISTS, 

A letter written the Mexican Communist? Party by \ 
Executive Committee Of the Comihunist Internationa 
This pamphlet may be called the A B C on Gommunu 
tactics. Single copy, 10c; . in lots of 10 or more, 7c. 

Write for a catalog. . 

Literature Department 

Workers Party of America 

1009 N. State SU Chicago, III. 
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CORRECTIONS: 


The so-called “printer’s devil” has been working 
overtime these days, and as a result some very un- 
nleasant mistakes and mixups have been allowed to 
^“unnoticed until it *• 
in this matter is requested— THE PK1N IRK. 


Among minor mistakes, the following need explana- 
tion : 

(1) On page 14, heading: “POLICY IN THE JULY 
3rd CONVENTION,” should be on top of page lb ana 

should read as follows: , , 

“The next move of the Farmer Labor Party was to 
issue a call for a national Conference on July 3rd, to 
which were to be invited all the political and economic 
groups favoring the . . ” (Now follows page 16.) 

(2) On page 73 just two first lines, heading the 
program of the Workers Party, should be separated by 
a dash instead of three lines, as it now appears. 

(3) Page 117, the middle paragraph, accounts of 
the Daily Worker report, should head the page. Next 
to that comes the RESOLUTION ON THE DA 
WORKER, the table of subscription price to the Daily 
Worker to be at the bottom of the page. 
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By C. E. RUTHENBERG 
(Repi'inted from the February Liberator.) 

After four years of persistent struggle, during which the 
Communists wandered along many by-paths, there has come 
into being in this country a Communist party, which has learned 
how to reach the workers, make itself part of their struggles 
and to become a leader in those struggles. 

At the second convention of the Workers Party it was already 
clear that the Party had formulated correct policies, but little 
had been done in the actual application of those policies. The 
past year has been a period of putting those policies into effect, 
of actual work, of achievement, of establishing the influence of 
the Party and building a following among the workers. 

From its Third National Convention the Workers Party 
emerges as a growing political force in the life of this country. 

I. 

The task which the Communists have set themselves is of 
herculean proportions. 

We have in the United States a social system more firmly* 
rooted than anywhere in the world. The industrial order upon 
which it rests has reached a development which is gigantic and 
unrivaled elsewhere. The ruling class in this country possesses 
wealth and power, which has not been equalled in human his- 
tory. 

Here are thousands upon thousands of factories, mills, mines, 
railways, steamship lines, stores, banks, all the enormous, 
monstrous, intricate machinery of production and distribution 
upon which one hundred and ten million people are dependent 
for their livelihood, owned and controlled by the exploiting class. 
Here existens of thousands of newspapers, magazines, schools, 
colleges, churches, moving picture theatres, all of which are 
cleverly exploited to shape the thoughts and ideas of the people 
in support of the existing social order and the industrial system 
upon which it rests. 

The fact that this social system was created in a virgin land, 
that we have no past history of the uprooting of one social 
system and the establishment of a new, such as that which re- 
placed the feudal system in Europe with capitalism, is an added 
element of strength for the capitalist system of the United 
States. Capitalism, in its early forms, came with the pilgrims. 
It has grown and developed and dominated throuout the history 
of the white race in this country. 
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The state power, which expresses the rule of the capitalists, 
had its origin in events which have given it added elements of 
strength. Our governmental institutions had their birth after 
a revolution. That a counter-revolution intervened is hidded 
from the masses. With the supposed revolutionary origin of 
our government as a basis it has been easy to foster the illusion 
that is is “a government of the people, by the people and for the 
people.” The belief in the democratic character of our gov- 
ernment is deeply intrenched and has behind it the authority of 
more than a century of general acceptance. 

Add to this economic power, the tradition of the rights of 
property, of the capitalist system as the only possible method 
of production and distribution, of the government as a govern- 
ment of the people, the organs for repression, the laws and 
courts, the police, the army and navy, and the picture of the 
strength of the existing social order is overpowering. 

This mighty, powerful, colossal capitalist order the Workers 
Party of America is fighting to overthrow and to replace with 
a new social order. The twenty-five thousand men and women 
who are today the members of the Workers Party dare hope — 
nay, believe, are certain — that in spite of the economic power of 
the capitalists, in spite of the traditions which support their 
industrial system and government, In spite of laws, courts, 
police, army and navy, they will win in this struggle and estab- 
lish a Communist social order in the United States. 

Truly this is the epic struggle of the ages — the great adven- 
ture. Twenty-five thousand workingmen and women stand in 
battle array against this mihty collossus of capitalism. Their 
means of struggle are the meagre funds spared from the scanty 
living capitalism grants then, their intelliceutla ability, and — 
a SOCIAL SCIENCE. 

Let us look at the twenty-five thousand — the members of the 
Workers Party — on the road to the victory over capitalism. 

II. 

Other organizations have set as their aim the creation of a 
new social order in the place of capitalism. It will, by contrast, 
throw some light on the principles and tactics of the Workers 
Party, if we first examine their principles. 

The Socialist Party, which once had a hundred thousand mem- 
bers and polled a million votes for its candidate, stated as its 
aims the establishment of a co-operative commonwealth. Its 
method of achieving that goal was theoretical propaganda about 
the beauties of the co-operative commonwealth, thru which it 
hoped to educate a majority of the workers to a nunder standing 
of the need of the new social order and thus win their support. 
To this theoretical propaganda it added a long list of abstract 
demands, the enactment of which were to slowly transform 
into the co-operative commonwealth. 

The Socialist Labor Party, and its latest prototype, the Prole- 
tarian Party, both believe that they can educate the voters thru 
abstract propaganda to an understanding of the necessity of re- 
placing capitalism with socialism. Educate a majority on the 
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theory of surplus value, educate a majority to an understanding 
of the beauties of the co-operative commonwealth, and some fine 
day you will achieve it. To this conception the Socialist Labor 
Party added the idea of a theoretically perfect industrial union, 
whic hwas to aid in the achievement of the co-operative com- 
monwealth. 

The Workers Party, too, states its goal to the workers — the 
achievement of a new social order. It holds before the workers 
the ideal of Communism. It seeks to educate the advancee 
guard in the basic principles of Marxian science. But these 
are the only points of similarity between its methods and those 
of the organizations referred to above. The Workers Party 
does not believe that a majority will be educated to an under- 
standing of the theory of surplus value nor that they will be 
inspired to overthrow capitalism by the beauties of an abstractly 
presented co-operative commonwealth. Its methods of struggle 
are based upon quite a different conception. 

“The history of all hitherto existing societies is the history 
of class struggles,” wrote Marx in the Communist Manifesto of 
1848. That is the key to the policies of the Workers Party, and 
of all communist parties. 

In the capitalist United States the people are divided into 
economic classes with clash-economic interests. There is not 
only the main economic division of capitalist and worker, em- 
ployer and employee, but there are the working farmers, the 
small shopkeepers, the professional groups, yes, even within the 
capitalist class there are economic groups with clashing econ- 
omic interests. 

The guiding principle of Communist policy, of the policies of 
the Workers Party, is to use the class struggles growing out of 
these conflicting economic interests to mobilize the forces which 
will wrest from the capitalists the state power through which 
they maintain their syste mof exploitation and to use the power 
thus gained as the instrument to transform capitalism into 
communism. 

This does not mean only a campaign on the basic economic 
issue, which sharply divides the interests of the capitalists and 
the workers — privately owned industry, operated for exploitive 
purposes versus socialized industry, operated for service. The 
conflict between economic groups in capitalist society manifests 
itself in continuous struggles over immediate questions. The 
workers fight for better wages and working conditions. They 
engage in struggles against instructive laws, against injunc- 
tions, the use of the armed power of the government against 
them. The farmers fight against high railway rates, against 
the trustified marketing interests, against the banks, which hold 
the mortgages on their land, they seek legislative action to im- 
prove their economic position. 

Thse daily struggles are the starting point of the Communist 
struggle for the overthrow of capitalism. By entering into all 
of these struggles, which grow out of the every day life of the 
exploited groups, championing the cause of the exploited, becom- 
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ing their spokesmen, winning their confidence, the Communists 
establish their leadership of all those who suffer under the whip 
of capitalism. Thus the Communist Party combines under its 
direction all the forces in opposition to the capitalists in prep- 
aration for the day when the sharpening economic conflict will 
enable it to mobilize these forces for the blow which will make 
an end to the capitalist power. 

III." 

The reports and resolutions of the Third National Convention 
of the Workers Party graphically illustrate the practical appli- 
cation of this policy and the growing strength of the Workers 
Party as a revolutionary force. 

The sharp conflicts between the industrial workers and 
capitalists over wages, working conditions and the right to 
organize during recent years, conflicts in which the government 
has appeared regularly as the agency of the capitalists fight- 
ing the workers; the farm crisis, which has bankrupted millions 
of farmers, has developed a wide-spread move-ment for in- 
dependent political action through a farmer-labor party. The 
Workers Party has been in forefront of this movement. Thru 
its aggressive campaign, thru the struggle it waged at the July 
3rd Convention, it has greatly extended its influence among both 
industrial workers and farmers and today holds a position of 
leadership in the movement for a mass farmer-labor party, 
which will fight the political battles of the industrial workers 
and exploited farmers. 

In the trade unions the reverses of recent years has created 
a demand for more effective organization. The Workers Party 
stands before the organized workers as the exponent of, amal- 
gamation of the trade unions into industrial unions and a more 
militant leadership in their struggles. Representatives of 
hundreds of thousands of workers have voted in conventions in 
support of these proposals of the Party and these workers see 
in the Workers Party the leader in the struggle to create more 
effective fighting organizations upon the industrial field. 

The capitalist government aims a blow at the whole working 
class in its proposal to register foreign born workers and for 
selective immigration. These measures would create a class of 
coolie labor so tied dqwn with restrictive legislation that it 
would be unable to offer resistance to the exploiters. The 
Workers Party, thru the action of its second convention, re- 
affirmed by the third convention, takes up the cudgel in defense 
of the foreign born workers and of the standard of living of 
the whole working class in its campaign for protection of 
foreign born workers. 

The working farmers of this country are facing a crisis which 
is deeper than ever before in the history of this country. The 
convention resolution analyses the situation of the poorer farm* 
ers and raises the demand of a five year moratorium for farmers 
and ownership of the land by its users. 
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The Negro workers of this country are an especially exploited 
class. The Workers Party proposes a campaign against all 
forms of discrimination against the Negroes and will issast 
them in organizing their strength to make an end to these dis- 
criminations. 

American, Irelands, Egypts and Indians are appearing as 
a result of the advance of American imperialism. The Work- 
ers Party sees in the national groups exploited by American 
imperialism in the West Indies, Central America, Hawaii and 
the Phillipines, its natural allies in the struggle against the 
centralized, imperialist capitalist government at Washington 
and it raises the slogans of independence for the victims of 
American imperialism and endeavors to rally the masses of this 
country in support of these slogans. 

Soviet Russia is a dagger thrust straight at the heart of the 
whole capitalist world. It is a flag which is the inspiration and 
rallying point of the exploited everywhere in the world. The 
Workers Party takes up the fight for Soviet Russia in the de- 
mand for recognition and trade relations. 



IV. 

Thus there is being created a growing revolutionary force in 
American life. The capitalists hold in their hands a mighty 
power. But within the capitalist order there are generated 
those forces which weaken and disintegrate that power in tha 
form of the continuous class conflict which capitalism engenders. 
What is needed is the organization which can combine for the 
struggle against the capitalists all the forces of opposition which 
it creates. That organization is here — a Communist party, the 
Workers Party of America. 


* 
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Report on Credentials 

Credentials in proper form have been received from all dis- 
tricts. In view of the fact that there are no contests of any 
character the Central Executive Committee recommends that 
the following* delegates be seated without the formality of 
electing a credentials committee and the convention proceed 
immediately to its organization: 



District 1 
William Simons 
C. J. Blockland 
E. J. Sinisalo 
J. F. Mullen 
Henry Puro 

District 2 
Ludwig Lore 
Juliet S. Poyntz 
C. E. Ruthenberg 
Benjamin Gitlow 
J. Jampolsky 
Benjamin Lifschitz 
A. Bittelman 
A. Bimba 

C. Paivio 
J. Brahdy 

District 3 

A. Bail 
H. Benjamin 

District 4 
Peter Hansen 

District 5 
Paul Kucinic 
Fred H. Merrick 

District 6 

D. Spehar 
W. White 

A. V. Severino 
A. Schaeffer 
M. Lerner 

District 7 
Edgar Owens 
Herman Richter 
Jos. Finnila 


District 8 
Arne Swabeck 
Charles Krumbcin 
P. Aronberg 
William Z. Foster 
James P. Cannon 
J. Johnstone 

• District 9 
Matti Tenhunen 
N. H. Tallentire 

C. A. Hathaway 
Geo. Halonen 
John Miller 

J. Skoglund 

District 10 
John Mihelic 
T. R. Sullivan 

District 12 
Ella Reeve Bloor 
W. H. Wilson 

District 13 

D. Gorman 
Paul Reiss 

District 15 
Alfred Wagenknecht 

Agricultural District 
Joseph Manley 

Unorganized Territory 
Fahle Buhrman 

Young Workers League 
John Williamson 
Martin Abern 
John Edwards 
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Fraternal 

Workers Party of Canada 
F. Custance 

Armenian Federation 
A. Zartarian 

Bulgarian Federation 
Christ Koteff 

Czecho-Slovak Federation 
None 

Esthonian Federation 
Joseph Kalousek 

Finnish Federation 
Faille Burman 

German Federation 
F. Herschler 

Italian Federation 

L. Candela 

Jewish Federation 

M. J. Olgin 

Lettish Federation 
\V. Rodgers 

Lithuanian Federation 
Roy Mizara 

Polish Federation 
J. Kolwalski 

Roumanian Federation 

None 

Russian Federation 
George Ashkenuzi 

Scandinavian Federation 

N. Juel Christensen 

South Slavic Federation 

None 

Ukrainian Federation 
M. Durdella 

RULES OF ORDER 


Delegates 

Friends of Soviet Russia 

Rose Karsner 

Daily Worker Campaign Com- 
mittee 

John J. Ballam 

Labor Defense Council 
Geo. Maurer 

Central Executive Committee 
mittce Members who are not 
Regular Delegates 
William Weinstone 
A. Nnstasievsky 
Rose Pastor Stokes 
Marian Emerson 
B. BordisofT 
Alexander Trachtenberg 
M. J. Olgin 
William F. Dunne 
A. Jakira 
John Pepper 
Robert Minor 
J. Louis Engdahl 
H. M. Wicks 
Jay Lovestone 
Max Bedacht 
William F. Kruse 
Edward Lindgren 
Fahle Burman 
Israel Amter 
L. E. Katterfeld 
The Executive Secretary will 
present to the convention any 
new candidate for fraternal 
delegates which are received. 

OF THE CONVENTION. 


1. Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the proceedings 
of the convention when not in conflict with these rules. 

2. The Convention shall elect a chairman and vice chair- 
man at the beginning of each day’s session. A secretary and 
assistant secretary to serve during the convention shall be 
elected. 

3. The Convention shall elect the following committees, 
each to consist of five members: 
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1. Committee on Constitution. 

2. Committee on Resolutions. 

L Iho order of business of the Convention shall be as 


follows: 

2 . 

3. 


5. 


\ . Election of chairman and vice-chairman. 
Election of secretary and assistant secretary 
Election of Committees. 

(a) Committee on Constitution. 

(b) Committee on Resolutions. 

Report of the Central Executive Committee. 

(a) The Party Work During the Year. 

(b) The Economic and Political Conditions 
in the United States and the Policies 
of the Party. Report by C. E. Ruthen- 
berg, Executive Secretary. Report to 
begin at 11 A. M. and to be finished at 
2 :15. 

Adjournment at 2:15 to 3 P. M. 

Debate on report under two headings. 

(a) The Party Work. 

(b) Policies of Party. 

Adjournment at 5 P. M. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31. 

The Industrial Work and Policies of the Party 

(a) Report from 10 A. M. to 11:30 AM 

(b) Debate 11:30 to 1 P. M. 

(c) Adjournment until 2 P. M. 

(d) Debate 2 P. M. to 3:15 P. M. 

(e) Fifteen mi ntuescmfw shrdlu 

(e) Fifteen minutes summary by reporter. 

(f) Vote on Resolution 3:30 P. M. 

The Communist International and the World 
Revolution. 

(a) Report by J. Louis Engdahl 3:30 to 4 
P. M. 

(b) Debate until 4:30 P. M. 

(c) Vote on Resolution. 

American Imperialism. 

(a) Report from 4:40 to 5:30 P. M., by Jay 
Lovestone. 

(b) Debate until 6:30 P. M. 

(c) Summary by reporter and vote on reso- 
lution. 

(d) Adjournment until 7:30 P. M 
Recognition of Soviet Russia. 

(a) Report by Robert Minor from 7*30 to 
8:30 P. M. 

(c) Summary and vote on resolution. 
Protection of the Foreign Born Workers. 

(a) Report from 8:30 to 9 P. M. by Ludwig 
Lore. 

(b) Debate and vote on resolution. 

(c) Summary and vote on resolution. 
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10 P. M. by John 


10. The Daily Worker. 

A — Report from 9:30 to 

J. Ballam. 

B— Debate until 10:30 P. M. 

C — Summary and vote on resolution. 

11. The Party Press. 

A— Report by A. Jakira until 11 P. M. 

B — Debate until 11:30 P. M. 

C— Summary and vote on resolution. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 1. 

12. Shop Nuclei Organization. _ , , . 

A— Report from 10 to 10:45 by Max Bedacht. 

B — Debate until 12:45. . 

C — Summary and vote on resolution 1 P. M. 
Adjournment l P. M. to 2 P. M. 

13. The Agricultural Situation and Work of Party. 

A Report from 2 P. M. to 2:30 by Joseph 

Manley. 

B — Debate until 3 P. M. 

C — Summary and vote on resolution. 

14. The Young Workers League. 

A — Report from 3 P. M. to 3:30 by 

for Y. W. L. , „ _ 

B — Report from 3:30 to 3:45 by C. E. 

Ruthenberg for Party. 

C— Debate until 4:30 P. M. 

D Summary and vote on resolution. 

Report of Committee on Constitution. 

Report and debate until 5:30 P. M. 

Election of the Central Executive Committee 
5 :30 to 0:80 P. M. 

Adjournment until 7:80 P. Kl. 

Educational Work of the Party. 

A— Report from 7:80 to 8 P. M. by Jas. P. 
Cannon. 

B — Debate until 8:30 P. M. 

C Summary and vote on resolutions. 

Report of Committee on Resolutions. 

Adjournment. 

5 Debate shall be limited to ten minutes for eacn 
speaker on the reporfof the C. E. C„ the Party Policies and 
the Industrial Work of the Party, and to five minutes for 
each speaker on all other points of the agenda. No speaker 
shall speak a second time while others who have not had the 

floor desire to speak. . . 

6. Debate shall close at the hour allowed to each point on 
the agenda without the previous question being moved and 

the convention proceed to a vote. , 

7. A roll call vote may be demanded by five delegates 

representing two or more districts. 
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REPORT OF THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TO THE THIRD NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE 
WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA 

By C. E. RUTHENBERG, Executive Secretary 

During the past year our Party has made the greatest 
step forward since its existence as an organization. At the 
last convention of our Party, we finally formulated the correct 
policies to govern the work of our organization. This report 
of the Central Executive Committee will state in detail the 
application of those policies and the results for our Party. 

In opening this report, we may well summarize what has 
been achieved. The Central Executive Committee believes 
that during the past year the Communist party in the United 
States has for the first time become a leal political factor 
influencing the life and struggles of the workers of this 
country. 

United Front. 

The policies outlined by the Second National Convention 
had as their basis the application of the united front policy 
of the Communist International in the United States. It is 
the united front policy which has governed the work of the 
Central Executive Committee during the past year and it is 
through the application of this policy that we have achieved 
the progress which our Party has made. This policy has been 
applied in the following campaigns: 

Michigan Defense Campaign. 

The Michigan Defense Campaign was, of course, begun 
before the last convention of the Party, but this campaign 
continued during the present year and the full results became 
apparent since the last convention. In calling for a united 
front of all workers organizations, for defense of the rights 
of free speech and free press and to secure the repeal of the 
criminal syndicalist laws, the Central Executive Committee 
applied the united front principle. Through this campaign we 
drew to our support organizations of workers and even liberal 
organizations in all parts of the country. It is a fact ad- 
mitted by our enemies in the Michigan cases that our cam- 
paign resulted in turning the attack upon our Party into a 
victory for our Party. The connections which were estab- 
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lished, the influence and prestige which we gained through 
the defense campaign materially strengthened the Party in- 
fluence and aided in preparing the way for the Workers Party 
to become the openly functioning Communist party of the 
United States. 

Foreign Horn Protection. 

The Second National Convention adopted a resolution in- 
structing the Central Executive Committee to begin a cam- 
paign for the protection of foreign born workers. The 
Central Executive Committee during the early months of last 
year began to build a united front organization to carry on 
this struggle. In a number of cities we were successful in 
creating committees for Protection of Foreign Born Workers 
in which various labor organizations, fraternal organizations 
and political groups were represented. A number of our 
federations, notably the Hungarian and German Federations, 
were also able to draw into united front organizations numerous 
fraternal and labor organizations in their respective language 
groups. At the time of the adjournment of the Congress, the 
Central Executive Committee had under way the launching of 
a National Council for the Protection of the Foreign-Born 
Workers in which various representative labor union mambers 
of national standing were to participate. However, in view of 
the fact that Congress adjourned without passing the legis- 
lation directed against the foreign-born workers, the campaign 
was left in abeyance for the time being. With the new develop- 
ment in the form of the recommendation in President Coolidge’s 
message for the Registration of the Foregn-Born Workers, be- 
comes a great issue in the life of the American workers. 

The C. E. C. recommends that this convention re-endorse 
the resolution of the Second National Convention and that 
the incoming C. E. C. be directed to carry the campaign pre- 
viously initiated forward with new aggressiveness. Even 
in the developments of this campaign during the past year, 
our Party particularly through the language sections was able 
to strengthen its position and win the suppoit of new groups 
of workers. 

Policy in the July 3rd Convention. 

The next move of the Farmer Labor Party was to issue 
a call for a national Conference on July 3rd to which were to 
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May Day United Front. 

In connection with the celebration of May Day, the 
Central Executive Committee launched the slogans “Amalga- 
mation,” “A Labor Party” and “A Workers Government” 
and endeavored to build up a united front May Day Celebra- 
tion on the basis of these slogans. This campaign brought into 
co-operation with our Party organization for the celebration 
of May Day, a greater number of labor unions and workers’ 
fraternal organizations than were united in any of the pre- 
vious campaigns of the Party. 

LABOR PARTY CAMPAIGN. 

Before the July 3rd Convention. 

The campaign for a Labor Party was initiated prior to 
the Second National Convention, and the first action in this 
campaign in the form of the effort to seat our delegates in 
the Conference for Progressive Political Action at Cleveland 
took place just prior to the last national convention. Even 
in its action in this instance the Party increased its prestige 
and political influence. It was in the effort to seat our 
delegates in the Conference for Political Action that our 
Party first appeared as a political factor in this country. 

In the Conference for Progressive Political Action the 
caucus of the Farmer Labor Party had voted to support the 
seating of the Workers’ Party delegation. After the conven- 
tion was over, however, when the Labor Party Resolution was 
defeated in this convention, the National Committee of the 
Farmer Labor Party, disgusted by the reactionary tendencies 
of the Conference for Progressive Political Action, decided 
to withdraw from that body. When the Central Executive 
Committee of the Party learned of this proposal, it expressed 
to the Farmer Labor Party its opposition to such a move 
arguing that the Farmer Labor Party should remain within the 
Conference for Progressive Political Action at least until its 
next convention and make an open fight for the Labor Party 
there and if possible take with it out of that convention all 
those groups which favored the organization of a Labor 
Party. However, the National Committee of the Farmer 
Labor Party voted to withdraw and this organization severed 
its connection with the Conference for Progressive Political 
Action. 
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organization of a Farmer Lab<H' Party. When the C. E. C. 
received this information from the National Committee of the 
Farmer Labor Party, it immed iately accepted and pledged its 
support to make the July 3rd Convention a success. 

From the beginning of the campaign for the July 3rd 
convention there was close co-operation between the Farmer 
Labor Party and* the C. K. C. The Executive Secretary of the 
Party held a number of conferences with the secretary of the 
Farmer Labor Party nt which tho plana for the campaign 
were formulated. Our Party did not only give its support as 
am organization hut .1 assisted ». lin.nw-ing the work of 
printing anti sending out the call for the convention. 

During these conferences between the Farmer Labor 
Party and the representative 0 $ the C. E. C., it was agreed 
from the very beginning that prior to the July 3rd Conven- 
tion there would be a conference between the Committee repre- 
senting the Farmer Labor Party and a Committee representing 
the C. E. C. of the W. P. for the purpose of agreeing upon a 
program for the July 3rd conference. 

Sometime early in June it appeared, however, that the 
Farmer Labor Party had lost some of its enthusiasm for the 
July 3rd conference. The Farmer Labor Party had expected 
that some of the International Unions and the S.CP. would 
respond to this call, but found that these organizations which 
were tied up with the reactionary Conference for Progressive 
Political Action or even with the Gompers Machine were not 
going to send delegates to the Convention. It appeared from 
the viewpoint of the representatives of the Farmer Labor 
Party expressed that John Fitzpatrick of the Chicago Federa- 
tion of Labor appeared to be allied with the Workers Party 
in a federated farmer labor party which would include local 
unions, central bodies and farm organizations and would not 
include the international unions and the S. P. At a conference 
early in the month of June the representatives of the Farmer 
Labor Party proposed that in place of organizing a federated 
farmer labor party at the July 3rd Conference only an Organi- 
zation Committee should be seated in which the Workers 
Party and all other national organizations would be repre- 
sented while the local unions *nd central bodies would be 
affiliated with the existing Farmer Labor Party. 
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This proposal was reported to the Central Executive 
Committee and considered by it. It was the decision of the 
C. E. C. that if a sufficient number of workers were represented 
at the July 3rd Conference the Party delegates would have to 
light for the organization of a federated farmer labor party, 
and it was the view of the Committee that if a half-million 
workers were represented that would be a sufficient basis for 
the creation of a federated farmer labor party. The Com- 
mittee decided that if the fight were made for the labor party 
and we were defeated we would accept the Organization Com- 
mittee as a compromise. 

A sub-committee of the C. E. C. was sent to Chicago two 
weeks before the July 3rd Conference for the purpose of 
carrying on official negotiations with the Farmer Labor Party 
in regard to the working program for the July 3rd Conference. 
This Committee met with a Committee of the Farmer Labor 
Party. In the conference it was agreed by the representa- 
tives of the Farmer Labor Party that if the representation at 
the July 3rd Convention was sufficient (and it was considered 
that if there were a half-million workers represented that 
would be a sufficient number) a federated farmer labor party 
should be formed. It was agreed that a National Executive 
Committee of the federated farmer labor party so formed 
should be elected by the Convention in place of the existing 
National Committee of the Farmer Labor Party based upon 
state representation. It was agreed that the structure of the 
Farmer Labor Party should be used as the structure for the 
new federated farmer labor party. It was agreed that the Con- 
ference should pass a resolution containing a general statement 
of principles and a resolution for the recognition of Soviet 
Russia. 

It was on the basis of this agreement that the C. E. C. and 
the delegates of our Party went into the July 3rd convention. 
At no time prior to the Convention did the Farmer Labor Party 
repudiate this agreement which it had entered into with the 
representatives of the Workers Party. 

During the two days prior to the opening of the July 3rd 
Conference the representatives of the C. E. C. who formed the 
steering committee of our Party endeavored to continue the 
conferences with the Farmer Labor Party and made repeated 
efforts to arrange a conference with John Fitzpatrick, who it 
appeared, was opposing the plan which the Farmer Labor Party 


representatives had agreed to. But these efforts for such a 
conference w^e fruitless Conference the question 

Prl ° r t wHoh delga es wouM,; seated in the preliminary 

The Steering committee of 

fhe CEC sent a letter to the National Committee of the 

Farmer Labor Party stating as its view that °" ly de ^“TsSted 
i affiliated organizations of the I 4 . Ii. 1 • shou 

in the Preliminary convention and received in reply assurance 
froTthe F L. P that it agreed with this principle and would 

put it into effect. ™ 

Much to the surprise of the steering committee of the iC. . 

c it, •sxi vest 

sasr-S 

would have seated all the local unions and .central labor ho y 
delegates not affiliated with the F. L. P. but would have ex- 
i a i 4 Vio Workers Party and a number of international org 
Nations The steering committee could not permit such isolation 
of our delegates and therefore insisted that either all de egates 
be selted or only the bona fide Farmer Labor Party delegates 
, perTe agreemcnt previously made. The motion of the steer- 
ing commitLie for the seating of all delegates was carried in 

the convention. . , . 

During the proceedings of the convention which followed 
the steering committee made repeated efforts to come to a 
new agreement with the Farmer Labor Party. In ‘te «rg m- 
zation committee which was elected, the Farmer Labor Party 
representation was asked to state what they desired the con- 
represents mlP ction of organization. After the 

;v. 

that such a conference could be arranged, but again our effo 

were fruitless. ... . •« 

During the debate on the organization plan submitted by 

£«3tr isns jr t-* ssts f ; 

m°ttee asked the Farmer Labor Party delegates what t ey 
— 18 — 


( ¥ 


n 

I 


0 


c ' 

( j 




wish, and that if they would submit their plan to the conven- 
tion that we would agree to any concessions except that in- 
volving the sacrific of the organization of a federated farmer 
labor party. Our committee even went so far as to provide in 
the organization plan for five representatives of the Farmer 
Labor Party on the National Executive Committee altho the 
Workers Party was only granted two representatives. The 
Farmer Labor Party in response to Comrade Ruthenberg’s 
speech, asked for a recess of the convention and for an oppor- 
tunity t<f caucus. While the caucus was going on, our steering 
committee informed the representatives of the Farmer Labor 
Party that it would be glad to send representatives to the 
caucus to discuss any question at issue and come to an agree- 
ment, but this offer was not accepted. 

The result of the caucus of the Farmer Labor Party was that 
the Farmer Labor Party delegates brought in a resolution pro- 
posing to exclude the Workers Party from the conference and 
ask the conference to accept the 1921 program and constitution 
of the Farmer Labor Party. This, of course, was impossible of 
acceptance by our steering committee and the proposal was laid 
on the table by 500 delegates voting against about 40 ,and the 
organization plan and statement of principles proposed by the 
organization committee was adopted and the Federated Farmer 
Labor Party organized. 

We believe that the facts as outlined above show that the 
C. E. C. made every effort possible to avoid the split at the 
July 3rd conference and that it was the fact that John Fitz- 
patrick had gotten “cold feet” because of fear of the Gompers’ 
machine that caused the split of the July 3rd conference. 

Labor Party Policy After the July 3rd Conference. 

Immediately after the July 3rd Conference the C. E. C. 
launched a campaign to assist in the organization of the Feder- 
ated Farmer Labor Party. There had been represented in the 
July 3rd Convention more than 600,000 organized workers and the 
problem was to secure the affiliation of the organizations repre- 
sented with the Federated Farmer Labor Party. The instruc- 
tions sent to our Party units were to raise the issue of the Fed- 
erated Farmei*Labor Party in all local unions, and endeavor to 
secure a vote of affiliation. In those cities in which the condi- 
tions were ripe the Party units were directed to take the initia- 
tive to form a Committee for the organization of a branch of the 
Federated Farmer-Labor Party in which all IocpJ unions, fra- 
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ternal organizations and political organizations would be re- 
fused, provided that the support secured was in a ratio of ten 
to one of the members of our Party. 

A few weeks later it appeared that the barrage of mis- 
representation and lies carried by the capitalist press and the 
Gompers Labor Press in regard to the July 3rd convention 
was having an influence on the work of organizing the 
Federated Farmer Labor Party. The C. E. C. considered that 
under these conditions it was necessary to modify the original 
instructions to our Party in this work in support of the 
Federated and adopt u resolution which provided that in 
carrying on this work wo should endeavor: 

(a) to secure affiliation wherever possible 

(b) to secure endorsements of the Federated where 
afliliation could not be secured 

(c) to secure delegates to the next convention of 
of the Federated where neither affiliation nor 
endorsement could be secured. 

At a meeting of the C. E. C. about the middle of August, the 
whole question of our work in support of the Federated was 
raised and thoroughly discussed. As a result of this discussion 
the C. E. C. adopted a two-fold policy so far as its relations with 
the Federated Farmer-Labor Party was concerned. 

(a) That our support of the Federated Farmer 
Labor Party must take the form of assisting 
the organization of the Federated and that an 
organization campaign and organization work 
to build branches of the Federated must be 
initiated wherever conditions were ripe, 

(b) That in addition the Federated Farmer Labor 
Party must consider this as an instrument for 
the work of propaganda and organization for 
a larger united front and must carry on a 
campaign in those organizations not ready to 
affiliate with the Federated for the idea of a 
united front labor party. 

Since the August meeting of the C. E. C., this policy has been 
in force and has been successfully applied. The C. E. C., during 
the period between the August meeting and the present time, has 
adopted policies for a score of dissimilar situations in various 
parts of the United States. On the left there has been the policy 
of assisting the organization of the Federated Farmer 
Labor Party as in the case of New York City and Washington 
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County, Pennsylvania. Where strong branches of the Federated 
have been brought into existence there has been the policy of 
securing endorsements for the Federated; there has been the 
policy of securing delegates for the next convention of the Fed- 
erated; and in some instances, as in the case of Massachusetts, 
there has been the policy of carrying on an educational campaign 
for a united front labor party without any reference to the 
Federated Farmer Labor Party. 

The C. E. C. believes that a close examination of all the details 
of these policies in relation to the Federated Farmer Labor 
Party and the Labor Party issue since the August policy was 
adopted, will not show a single instance in which a mistake has 
been made. The policy of the C. E. C. has been elastic enough 
to fit itself to each individual situation and to secure for the 
Party the greatest results from each such situation. 

Our Present l\>sition in Relation to the Federated and a 
United Front Labor Party. 

On the basis of # the present situation of our Party in rela- 
tion to the Labor Party movement in this country, the C. E. C. 
declares its belief that the organization of the Federated 
Farmer Labor Party at the July 3rd convention has greatly 
strengthened the position of the Workers Party. Through 
the manouvres carried on by our Party directly and by the 
Federated Farmer Labor Party with our assistance, our Party 
is now in a position which makes it impossible to challenge 
our leadership in the labor party movement. The Federated 
Farmer Labor Party, although it has secured the affiliation of 
but *155,000 of the 600,000 organized workers represented . in 
the July 3rd Conference, enjoys a greater influence and prestige 
than the number of officially affiliated members would indi- 
cate. It has built for itself a position of powerful influence 
upon the whole labor party movement and its connections 
extend to practically every part of the country in which 
there is a labor party movement. On the basis of these 
facts and our co-operation in bringing about this situation 
the C. E. C. believes that its view that the July 3rd conference 
and its results were a very great victory for our Party cannot 
be successfully challenged. * # 

During the last two months, following out the policy 
declared in the August statement and reiterated in the 
November thesis submitted to this convention for approval 
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We did not during the process of united front build up our 
independent power and when the crisis came we were left only 
with those groups of workers who have come fully under our 
direct influence. 

During the process of the development of the united front 
campaign in Chicago, the Central Executive Committee came 
in conflict with the District Committee on a number of issues. 
The first case of this character was in relation to the United 
Front Manifesto issued by the Party to which the District Com- 
mittee objected on the ground that it made one of the demands 
of the United Front, the opposition to the Second International. 
The Central Executive Committee took this matter up with 
the District Committee in detail, explained its position, and its 
view was finally accepted by the District Committee. 

The question of the relationship of the District Committee 
to the negotiations with the Farmer-Labor Party prior to the 
July 3d Convention has also been raised as an issue in the 
Party and it has been charged that the Central Executive 
Committee objected to the Chicago comrades maintaining a 
close contact with the Farmer-Labor Party group prior to the 
July 3d Convention., In ^order that this issue may be clearly 
presented to the convention we quote the following letters^ sent 
by the Executive Secretary to the organizer of the Chicago 
District, Arne Swabeck, in reply to a communication from 
Comrade Cannon endorsed by the members of the District 
Executive Committee. 

“Your letter informing me of the action of the Dis- 
trict Executive Committee in regard to the United 
Front policy of the Party has been received. I will 
present this letter to the Political Committee, which 
will close the incident. 

“In regard to the July 3d Conference, Comrade 
Cannon’s letter was considered by the Executive 
Council of the Party and it is the decision of that 
body that a conference will be held with the repre- 
sentatives of the Farmer-Labor Party on or about 
June 12th as has been the plan from the very begin- 
ning of our work in favor of the Labor Party Confer- 
ence. . We have no need for permanent representation 
in Chicago at the present time and feel sure that all 
the matters pertaining to the convention can be handled 
best at the proposed conference in June. 

“The above is written in view of my personal inter- 
view with Jay Brown on last Monday during which 
there did not develop the slightest friction < of any 
character or anything that .needed to be straightened 
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out between our organizations. In fact, Brown con- 
gratulated me upon the circular letter which I had 
sent out instructing our Party members how to conduct 
the work for the Labor Party convention. This letter, 
by the way, instructed our branches as to the number 
of delegates we would elect. 

“Fraternally, Executive Secretary.” 


“It is the view of the Executive Council of the Party 
that the situation in regard to the Labor Party Con- 
vention can be seriously muddled up should there be 
any negotiations with the representatives of the 
Farmer-Labor Party conducted by comrades in Chicago. 

It, therefore, strongly recommends that in discussing 
the questions which may arise, the representatives of 
the Party in official positions in Chicago, particularly, 
Swabeck, Browder and Krumbein, shall merely secure 
information to be transmitted to the national office 
and considered by the Political Committee and not to 
discuss any details in regard to arrangements which 
might be made. 

“The above does not, of course, apply to the conven- 
tion of the Farmer-Labor Party which is to be held on 
June 11th as it is the duty of the Chicago comrades to 
take all the necessary steps to work out the details of 
what is to be done in this convention so as to protect 
the interests of our organization in relation to the 
coming convention on July 3. 

“Please submit this letter to the comrades in question 
and also to the District Executive Committee. 

“Fraternally yours, Executive Secretary.” 

It will be clearly seen from the above letters that the Central 
Executive Committee desired the Chicago comrades to keep in 
close contact and secure all the information possible and only 
reserved for itself the right to make any decision in regard to 
the Party policy. 

The Central Executive Committee was also obliged to correct 
the policies of the Chicago district in relation to the Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party after the July 3d Convention. The District 
Executive Committee sent out a circular letter in which there 
appeared the following quotation: 


“1. The Chicago local Federated Farmer-Labor 
Party must be organized immediately by obtaining 
the affiliation of all local unions, fraternal organiza- 
tions, from which the Federated Farmer-Labor Party 
City Central Committee will be formed. 


<<• 


Uc 2. Our attitude toward the Farmer-Labor Party is 
to be that we will not encourage any immediate conflict 
either with the officials of the old Farmer-Labor Party 
or in the unions that have been up until now affiliated 
with that party. 

“3. If the conflict is forced upon us, either by an 
attack on the Federaed Farmer- Labor Party by the 
officials of the Farmer-Labor Party or in any union 
now affiliated with the Farmer- Labor Party, we will 
fight for the new party.” 

) 

The Central Executive Committee, upon receipt of these 
instructions issued the following statement to the District Ex- 
ecutive Committee correcting then?: 



“That we instruct the Chicago district to carry on an 
agressive campaign to secure the affiliation of all unions 
in Chicago with the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, 
irrespective of any previous affiliation. This is to be 
conducted under the slogan of ‘Unity in the Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party of all Labor Organizations for 
Independent Political Action.’ It should be pointed out 
that the Federated Farmer-Labor Party consistently 
followed the policy of unifying the forces of labor and 
that it is the old Farmer-Labor Party which is bringing 
about this disunity. 

“There should be no personal attacks on Fitzpatrick 
and others in this campaign. Rather their past atti- 
tude should be held up in contradistinction to their 
present viewpoint. They were for a Labor, Party at the 
Cleveland Conference, they were for seating the 
Workers Party in the Labor Party, why are they 
against the Labor Party and against the Workers 
Party now ? 

“The Chicago district should at once instruct its 
branches on the policies decided upon by the Central 
Executive Committee and see that every Party branch 
and every Party member carries out these policies. 

“Fraternally yours, Executive Secretary.” 



Before the receipt of the letter from the Central Executive 
Committee the Chicago district had sent out a new circular to 
the branches in which it itself changed the paragraphs above, 
to read as follows: 

“In very local union not now affiliated to the old 
Farmer-Labor Party our members must organize for 
this campaign of immediate affiliation with the Feder- 
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ated Farmer-Labor Party, basing their arguments 
upon the merits of the party itself, the numerous 
groups and organizations represented, its statements 
of principles and program, and the party as an actual 
live expression of united political action by the working 
class. 

“In unions now affiliated to the old Farmer-Labor 
Party our members must organize for an aggressive 
campaign of propaganda for the new party, preparing 
the ground for affiliation at the earliest possible date. 
Their arguments should likewise be based upon the 
merits of the party and any possible attacks of domi- 
nation by “reds,” “advocacy of force and violence” or 
“connections with the Third International” should not 
be dodged but met in the same manner in which these 
were handled by the July 3d Convention. The actual 
status and strength of the Federated Farmer-Labor 
Uarty should be compared to that of the split-up, bank- 
rupt old Farmer-Labor Party.” 

The Central Executive Committee replied to the second 
instruction as follows: 

“Your letter enclosing a new statement to the mem- 
bership in your district in regard to the Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party has been received. This state- 
ment seems to be in harmony with the instructions I 
sent you upon direction of the Political Committee 
excepting as to paragraph two which suggests only 
the preparation of the ground for affiliation of unions 
formerly affiliated with the Farmer-Labor Party. This 
should be changed to read to instruct the Party mem- 
bers in these unions to carry on an aggressive struggle 
to have them immediately affiliated with the Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party. 1 think also that the ground 
should be prepared as quickly as possible for the calling 
of a convention in Cook County of the organizations 
supporting the Federated Party for the purpose of 
organizing a Chicago local of the Federated Party. 

Of course, we do not want to call such a convention 
until we are certain of substantial support and the 
date will depend to a large extent upon how many 
organizations affiliate with the Federated Party. 

“Fraternally yours, Executive Secretary.” 



It will appear from the above that the Central Executive 
Committee’s instructions in this instance were shown to be 
correct guidance of the District Executive Committee in view 
of the fact that the District Executive Committee itself 
acknowledged its original error by sending out the second 
rcular. 


Communist Propaganda. 

While carrying on the united front campaign of our Party 
I he Central Executive Committee has not overlooked the neces- 
sity of continuous propaganda about the fundamentals of Com- 
immlxin, in order that the woikers may not be misled as to 
Hu* real character of our Party. It has kept in the foreground 
I lie necessity of the campaigns which would bring out the 
fundamental Communist principles and educating the workers 
!o an understanding of the Communist program and goal. 
These campaigns have been the following: 

a. Program Distribution. 

Immediately after the last convention of Lie Party 
the Central Executive Committee undertook the dis- 
tribution of a million copies of the Party program 
Hotting forth those principles. While this goal was 
not. reached we were able to distribute a half-million 
eople.M of the program, with the resulting Communist 
education among the masses, 
h. Michigan Trials. 

Probably the greatest propaganda for the fundamentals 
of Communism was that carried on thru the defense 
in the Michigan trials. The Central Executive Com- 
mittee considered th*e question of the policy to be fol- 
lowed during these trials and decided that advantage 
must be taken of the opportunity to reach the working 
masses of this country with Communist propaganda. 
As a result of this decision, Comrades Ruthenberg and 
Foster went on the witness stand to state the Com- 
munist principles. The fact that tlje testimony thus 
given was printed practically everywhere in the United 
States with the results that millions of workers for 
* the first time heard of our movement and its principles 
is well known to the delegates to this convention. 

, It was also during the Michigan trials that the slogan 
of a “Workers’ and Farmers’ Government” was first 
thrown out, in accordance with the decision of the Cen- 
tral Executive Committee. The enlarged session of 
the Communist International, which adopted the slogan 
of “A Workers’ and Farmers’ Government” for the 
whole International, gave our Party credit for having 
first raised this slogan before the masses, 
c. Why Every Workers Should be a Communist. 

During the fall of the year, the Central Executive 
Committee, in connection with the membership drive, 
undertook the distribution of the pamphlet, “Why 
Every Worker (Should be a Communist and Join the 
Workers Party,” as part of the work of Communist 
propaganda. This pamphlet is still being distributed 
and the total number will run into the hundreds of 
thousands before the campaign is over. 
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of policy which ^^.^‘te^mran organization which 
Party has now < ' cfi "’** ly a ^under by any divisions upon 

swvsrJs sa ”SrX >■ >“*”«• 

1 membership. he Party 

The following shows ^ d ® a ®’®„ 0 f the Party, 
membership since the o gar w figures for the 

aTto”*ow thf Prts^nt make-up of our Party the 
following tables are presented. 


f. 


g- 
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Average Membership — July-October, 1923. 
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English Membership. 

While the table above shows that dues payments from mem- 
bers paying dues thru English branches represent only a small 
part of the total membership, this does not tell the whole story 
so far as our English speaking members are concerned. The 
Executive Secretary of the Party reporting at a recent meeting 
of the Central Executive Committee stated that his opinion 
from the investigations and experiences in visiting various 
party organizations is that at least 50% of our total member- 
ship is an English speaking membership altho a large number 
of these members pay their dues thru federation branches and 
are officially listed as foreign language speaking members. 

The industrial registration of th§ Party undertaken by the 
National Office has thus for brought complete reports from 319 
branches with a total of 6,862 members, or about one-third of 
the total Party membership. 

This registration shows the following results: 

Total registration 6,862 

Total members in unions 2,409 35% 

Total non-union members registered- 4,453 65% 


The members registered fall in the following groups: 




Non- 

Percent in 

Industry 

Union 

Union 

Total 

Union 

Agrarian Workers 


114 

114 


Building Workers 

583 

276 

859 

62% 

Clothing Workers 

... 452 

160 

612 

74% 

Food Workers 

... 75 

127 

202 

37% 

Metal and Machinery Workers 

.... 334 

635- 

969 

34% 

Lumber Workers 

... 10 

12 

22 

45% 

Miners : 

... 622 

96 

718 

87% 

Printers 

... 32 

16 

48 

75% 

Public Service Workers 

... 69 

107 

176 

34% 

Railroad Workers 

... 14 

39 

53 

27% 

Textile Workers 

... 41 

159 

200 

21% 

Miscellaneous 

... 156 

2,650 

2,806 

5% 

(Including laborers and housewives) 




Totals 

.... 2,409 

4,453 

6,862 



The sale of initiation stamps during the year ending Novem- 
ber 30th shows that 6,550 new members were admitted to our 
Party, whereas the average dues payment shows an increase in 
membership of only a little over 3,000. It will be, therefore, 
seen that during this period we lost 3,500 members who were 
in the Party while admitting 6,550 new members into the 
organization. 
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The average membership figures of pahvca a 

**™ during °the° last few 
month would not appreciably affe^Tth^ 1 * 1 * *7 * Slnffle 

^h^” P ™ |S *’^ *^ s 1 ^ to ^ ^ b e r ty!^ “ * ^ 

The charter applications show that during the ve»r 
branches were organized. yeai 347 new 

s ™ m r a m ?e!r ^r ro zas RE 3 

Miscellaneous. 

Check Exchange * . ftA _ Q _ 

Protested Checks ? 

Loans and Funds received for other ’ 

Subscription Transfers 1! 4 , ioH” 

Refunds of advances and paym^ZI S.ololl $ 15 ,590 03 

Dues Stamps Cash 698 38 

Initiation: Cash Receipts. * 32 ?l?f 

Sal^s* Party G ‘° W Stam P s - Cash ’ 

10 

Labor Party Campaign Fund 3 III*?2 

1922 Convention Assessment 2 473 0 r > 

Organization Liquidation a/c 1 482 88 

Speakers’ and Organizers’ Receipts l 2792 ? 

Nov. 7th Flag Pin Sales f i 849?n 

Organization Supplies, Cash Sales 70724 

Propaganda Leaflets, Cash Sales.. 2 82277 

Voice of Labor Receipts.. . RoAn 

May Day Buttons „ *24.47 

, — 2.044.25 $ 94,825.39 

Literature Cash Sale^'i^^g 819 7() 

Communist Int’l Magazine Cash Sales m'on 

Literature Loans Payable S $ 

Donations Worker I,epartmen L 

Subscriptions ... ® _ oZ2 '? 3 

Bundle Cash ReceiptsZ:Z'."" InlU 

irerti s fn U g bS Sol P d ti0nS Card H-iPtsZ: 3,S 

955.00 $ 18,338.68 

Total Receipts for Year ^37,751.60 ^.751.60 
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SUMMARY OF CASH RECEIPT AND EXPENDI- 
TURES FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
NOVEMBER 30th, 1923. 


Miscellaneous. 


Check Exchanges $ 

Protested Checks l,ool.oO 

Loans and Funds paid to other organi- 

zat i ons 8.754.07 

Subscription Transfers *85.80 

Accounts Payable 3 *»241.28 

Advances 2 ’5So o? 

Furniture and Fixtures ££ .61 

Advance to New York Book Stores 63o.00 


$ 57,446.05 


Executive Department. 


Dues Refund to Districts $ 

Wages 

C. E. C. Meeting Expense 

Wages — Political Committe * 

Agrarian Department (Subsidy 

Rent 

Industrial Dept. Wages and Expenses 

Research Dept. Wages and Expense 

General Office Expense 

Stationery and Supplies 

Donations and Per Capita Tax to 

F f L P 

Telephone and Telegraph Expense 

Press Service Expense ; 

Moving Expense 


Propaganda Leaflets Forwarding 

Expense 

Voice of Labor Expense 

Executive Dept. Travel Expense 

Labor Party Convention Expense 

United Toilers of America Deficit 

Miners’ Organization 'Expense 

Organization Liquidation a/c 

Political Conference Expense 

Organizers’ and Speakers’ Expense 

Organization Supplies Purchase 

May Day Buttons, Refunded 

Subsidies and Donations to Districts 

and Federations 

Postage 

1922 Convention Expense ■•••••_• 
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16,378.87 

11,582.50 

816.42 

3,684.52 

2,032.42 

1,3*55.00 

1,383.50 

2,113.75 

736.14 

272.04 

1,000.00 

377.32 

863.36 

1,384.78 

607.76 

657.73 

1,137.23 

2,702.83 

300.00 
826.98 

150.00 
1,402.18 
5,984.74 

3.00 

23.30 

2,136.62 

1,330.34 

3.047.03 $ 64,290.36 


Literature Department. 


Literature Purchase 

Wages 

Carrage and Forwarding Charge. 

General Office Expense 

Sales Promotion Expense 

Stationery and Supplies 

Writers’ Expense 


.$ 621.85 

1,803.00 
1,165.87 
176.14 
1.50 
32.75 

55.78 $ 3,856.89 


Worker Department. 


Wages $ 7,955.25 

Printing 1,187.93 

News Service 254.18 

Mailing 668.04 

Postage /. 704.08 

General Office Expense 309.52 

Stationery and Supplies 117.95 

Telephone and Telegraph 74.80 

Cannon Tour Expense 1,820.99 


$ 13,092.74 


Total Expenditures for Year. 


$138,686.02 


& + 
N iw 

JR 


CASK RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 30th, 1923. 


By Months. 

Month 

December, 1922 

January, 1923 

February, 1923 

March, 1923 

April, 1923 

May, 1923 

June, 1923 

July, 1923 

August, 1923 

September, 1923 

October, 1923 

November, 1923 


Receipts Expenditures 
» 12,213.75 $ 12,922.72 
7,879.84 7,567.25 

7,973.21 7,762.77 

8,979.76 8,648.16 

13,888.33 14,080.47 

12,778.80 12,796.06 

9,531.51 10,945.21 

. 14,994.25 14,345.14 

11,231.20 11,375.76 

10,278.79 10,072.53 

14,944.49 15,200.00 

13,057.07 12,970.05 



Total $137,751.60 $138,686.02 

Balance Cash November 30th, 1922 $ 985.19 

Receipts for FiscalYear ending 11-30-23 137,751.60 
Expenditures for Fiscal Year ending 

11-30-22 $138,686.02 


Balance Cash November 30th, 1923 $ 50.77 



Total $138,736.79 $138,736.79 
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OPERATION ACCOUNT. 

$75,714.67 


Bank Charges $ 64.24 

Czecho-Slovak Federation Subsidy 38.05 

Conference for Progressive Political 

Action Expense 360.32 

Convention (1922) Expense 3,032.98 

Protection of Foreign-Born Campaign 

Expense 108.50 

District No. 14 (Wagenknecht) Subsidy 905.83 

Donations Made 819.86 

Furniture and Fixture (Depreciation).. 443.61 

District No. 13 Subsidy % 50.00 

Interest on Loan 8.85 

Italian Federation Subsidy 542.60 

Loans Receivable from Districts (Sub 

sidy to Districts) 375.50 

Office Machinery 164.00 

Negro Committee Subsidy 150.00 

Miners’ Organization Campaign 511.26 

Polish Federation Subsidy 439.00 

Scandinavian Federation Subsidy 64.10 

United Toiler Deficit 300.00 

Young Workers League Subsidy 200.00 

West Virginia District Subsidy 100.00 

May Day Button Purchase a/c 392.50 

May Day Button Refund to Districts 752.53 

C. E. C. Meeting Expense 816.42 

Federation Dues Refund Payments to 

Districts 15,61Q.39 

Flag Pin Expense 1.50 

Executive Dept. Gen’l Office Exp 1,113.23 

Organization Supplies Purchases 936.56 

Make the Party Grow Stamps Refund.... 1.50 

Executive Department Postage 1,255.10 

Propaganda Leaflets Purchase a/c 3,144.60 

Executive Department Rent 966.00 

Propaganda Leaflets Forwarding Exp... 537.73 

Stationery & Supplies (Exec. Dept.) 1,610.16 

Telephone & Telegraph (Exec. Dept.).... 1,606.62 

Travel Expense (Exec. Dept.) 1,166.68 

Industrial Dept. Gen’l Offixe Expense.... 347.06 

Industrial Dept. Travel 45.00 

Industrial Dept. Wages 1,036.50 

Executive Dept. Wages 11,306.00 

Voice of Labor Expenses 724.41 

Voice of Labor Postage 524.82 

Lyceum Department Expenses 2,210.05 

Research Dept. Wages & Expenses 2,205.30 

Political Committee Wages 3,005.00 

Political Committee Expense 656.56 
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Political Committee Conferences 383.33 

Agrarian Department Subsidy 1,020.75 

Agrarian Department Wages 1,120.67 

National Defense Committee, N. Y. 

Division, Rent 7.75 

Polish Federation Rent 16.25 

Russian Literature Dept. Rent 3.25 

Press Service Gen’l Office Expense 1,353.46 

Press Service Wages 225.00 

Labor Party Campaign Expense 2,576.17 

Labor Party Fund Expense 776.42 

Moving Expense 1,403.78 

Reserve for Bad Debts (N. Y. Bad 

Debt) 924.49 

Per Capita Tax FFLP 500.00 

New York Headquarters Rent 685.00 

General Field Organizers Exp 3,702.31 

Lyceum Dept. Advertising 316.62 

Office Maintenance & Repair a/c 48.50 


* * 


TOTAL DEBITED TO EXECUTIVE 

OPERATION a/c $ 75,714.67 


Bank Interest 3.29 

Campaign Fund 45.00 

1922 Convention Assessments 2,469.75 

1922 Convention Assessments (to be re- 
funded) 40.25 

Donation Received 1,159.34 

Federated Press Fund 44.20 

Discount Earned 1.59 

Overpayment a/c 10.00 

Rent Income 400.00 

Suspense a/c 11.78 

Textile Strike Fund 35.40 

May Day Button Sales 2601.85 

Dues Stamps Cash Sales 49,117.98 

November 7th Flag Pin Sales 1,849.10 

Initiation Stamps Cash Sales 3,275.10 

Make the Party Grow Stamp Cash Sales 10,231.27 

Leaflet Fund 64.00 

Organization Donations 12,623.01 

Organization Stamps Cash Sales 128.50 

Organization Supplies Cash Sales 707.24 

Propaganda Leaflet Cash Sales 2,822.75 

United Front Fund 18.00 

Voice of Labor Cash Sales 624.47 

Labor Party Fund Receipts 3,234.99 

Organization Liquidation a/c 241.51 

General Field Organizers Receipts 562.06 

Lyceum Department Income 614.18 


— 36 — 



EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT OPERATION ACCOUNT. 


Receipts to Executive Department 92,293.66 

Charges to Executive Department 75,714.67 

SURPLUS— EXECUTIVE DEPART- 
MENT 17,221.99 


Total $ 92,936.66 $ 92,936.66 


THE WORKER DEPT. OPERATION ACCOUNT. $33,466.38 

Advertising Commission $ 33.60 

General Office Expense % 282.27 

Mailing Expense 4,263.36 

News Service Expense 657.10 

Printing 15,936.96 

Rent 675.00 

Sales Promotion Expense 187.31 

Stationery and Supplies 700,87 

Telephone and Telegraph 189.36 

Wages 7,945.25 

J. P. Cannon Tour Expense 2,586.80 

TOTAL DEBITED TO * “WORKER’’ 

. OPERATION ACCOUNT $ 33,466.38 

Advertising Income $ 955.00 

Bundle Sales 6,335.97 

Workers* Challenge 18.13 

Donation 53.50 

Office Sales 11.15 

Subscriptions 7,274.31 

Toiler a/c 17.89 

J. P. Cannon- Subscription Cards Cash 

Receipts 3,411.34 

J. P. Cannon Field Organizers’ Receipts 306.93 
THE WORKER DEPT. OPERATION 

ACCOUNT . $ 18,384.22 

Receipts to The Worker $ is 384 22 

Charges to The Worker $ 33,466.38 

Deficit, The Worker $ 15,082.16 


Total $ 33,466.38 $ 33,466.38 ' 


NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTTEE ACCOUNT. $6,608.19 

Bank Charges $ 14.42 

General Office Expense 26.61 

Loss on Bail Bonds 50.00 

Legal Expense 3,684.53 

Inventory 1922 327.50 
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Donation to New York Division 150 00 

Printing’ 109.05 

Prisoners Family Relief. 225.00 

Prisoners Relief 353.97 

Pittsburg Defense Expense 1,062.83 

Special Defense Relief 356.00 

Travel Expense 108.48 

Premium on Bail Bonds 130^80 


TOTAL DEBITED TO N. I) C. OF 
W. P. OF A. OPERATION a/c 

Suspense Account .. 

Defense Donation 

Defense Stamps Cash Sales 

Shumovich Bond Receipt 

Literature Cash Sales 

NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
OPERATION ACCOUNT 

Receipts to N. D. C 

Charges to N. D. C 

Surplus to N. D. C 


Total $ 6,782.73 $ 6,782.73 


LITERATURE DEPT. OPERATION ACCOUNT. $17,846.87 

Advertising Bought $ 810.82 

General Office Expense 227.39 

Inventory, 1922 : 3,960.27 

Purchases 6,874.54 

“Communist International” Purchase.... 375.00 

Parcel Post and Cartage Charges 1,155.24 

Rent 675.00 

Reserve for Literature Accounts Re- 
ceivable 1,377.78 

Sales Promotion Expense 64.37 

Stationery and Supplies 387.81 

Telephone and Telegraph 79.87 

Wages 1,803.00 

Writers’ Expense 55.78 

TOTAL DEBITED TO LITERATURE 

DEPARTMENT OPERATIO N 

ACCOUNT $ 17,846.87 

“Communist International” Cash Sales. .$ 137.30 

Literature Cash Sales 8,795.88 

Literature Sales 2,877.78 

Inventory, 1923 2,996.15 

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT OP- 
ERATION ACCOUNT $ 14,807.11 


6,608.19 

.04 

841.82 

4,712.26 

1,176.09 

52.52 

$ 6,782.73 
$ 6,782.73 

6,608.19 

174.54 


* 


* 
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Receipts to Literature Department 

Charges to Literature Department $ 17,846.87 

DEFICIT — LITERATURE DEPART- 
MENT 

Total $ 17,846.87 

SUMMARY FOR YEAR ENDING NOVEMBER 

Surplus 

Executive Department $ 17,221.99 

Worker Department 

Literature Department 

National Defense Committee 174.54 

# $ 17,396.53 

TOTAL DEFICIT— WORKERS PAR- 
TY OF AMERICA 725.39 

Totals $ 18,121.92 v 


$ 14,807.11 

3,039.76 
$ 17,846.87 

30th, 1923. 

Defict 

$ 15,082.16 
3,039.76 

$ 18,121.92 


$ 18,121.92 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES FOR FISCAL 
YEAR ENDING NOyEMBER 30, 1923. 

Assets. 


Cash $ 50.77 

Stop Payment Check.. 1.69 

Accounts Receiable 27,900.31 

Reserve for A/c Re- 
ceived 

$ 632.83 

Dues Stamp Sales 

4,532.58 

Initiation Stamp Sales 

4,114.85 

A/cs Rec. Make T. P. 
G. Stamps 

2.52 

Organization Supplies 
Sales 

240.94 

Propaganda Dit Sales 

252.50 

Reserve for Uncollect- 
able Balances “Lit.” 
Department 

3,377.78 

Organization Stamp 
Sales 

10,837.60 

$ 27,900.31 

$ 23,811.60 

Loans Receivable 

Daily Worker 

70.74 

Liberator 

3,669.60 

General 

685.00 


Worker A/c’ Receivable 
for Bundles $ 3,242.96 
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$ 52.46 


$ 4,088.71 
4,425.84 
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Reserve for Uncollect- 
able balances of the 

WORKER 

Deposit a/c (Rent, Light, 

Telephone) 

Furniture and Fixtures. . 

New York Book Store 

Advance 

Office Machinery 

Petty Cash 

Pittsburg Defense Com- 
mittee 

Postage Fund 

Protested Checks 

Rents a/cs Receivable 

Rents a/cs Liberator Pub- 
lishing Co. 

Russian Relief 

Federation Dues Refund to 

Districts Payable 

Federation Dues Refund 

to District No. 10 

Make the Party Grow 

Stamps Sale 

Literature Inventory, 1923 

ventory, 1923 

Research Department Petty 
Cash 

Liabilities. 

Accounts Payable 

Freiheit Exchange 

Labor Defense Receipts to be remitted.. 

Loans Payable 

Polish Communist Fund 

Wages Pnpaid 

Dues Refunds Payable to Districts 

Literature Loans Payable 

Loan A. B. C 

Speakers’ Expenses Payable 

Subscriptions Transfers 

Inprecorr Subscription Transfer 

Liberator Subscription Transfer 


*> it 

2,000.00 1,242.96 

397.50 * ♦ 

1,000.00 

535.00 

500.00 

50.00 

70.00 
63.97 

9.09 

215.00 

117.00 

1.00 

2,536.71 

94.45 


2.02 

2,996.15 

2.996.15 

25.00 

- $ 15,922.48 

750.00 
.35 

715.00 

52.05 
395.54 

2.451.16 
933.07 
206.06 

98.06 
37.57 
67.50 

128.80 
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TOTAL LIABILITIES $21,757.64 

NATIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE. 


Assets. 

Defense Accounts Receivable $ 2,212.78 

Chas. Bramson inn Oft 


* • 

Cash 

Edgar Owens 

690.94 

62.20 



TOTAL ASSETS 


3,065.92 
$ 2,537.11 


Defense Stamps Sales.... 

Liabilities. 
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Net Worth National Defense Com- 


TOTAL LIABILITIES 

OPERATION ACCOUNTS. 


Lit. Dept. Operation $ 3,039.76 

Worker Dept. Operation.... 15,082.16 
Executive Dept. Operation $ 17,221.99 

DEFICIT WORKERS 
PARTY OF AMERICA, 

1923 ggg gg 

DEFICIT WORKERS 
PARTY OF AMERICA, 

^*322 2,398.06 

TOTAL DEFICIT WORK- 
ERS P ARTY OF 
AMERICA 3,297.99 


Totals $ 24,956.27 $ 24,956.27 

. Debits. 

LIBERATOR OPERATION ACCOUNT. 

Advertising Bought * $ 186.67 

Advertising Commission Bought 15.00 

Binding 1922 Liberator 74.40 

Bank Charges . 72.49 

Contributors’ Payments ; 676.50 

Furniture and Fixtures 85.00 

General Office Expense 716.03 

Liberator Evening Expenses 14.30 

Mailing 'Expenses 953.66 

Manufacturing Expense 9,997.23 

Office Postage 306.53 

Rent ; 573.00 

Sales Promotion Expense 815.71 

Supplies . 5o.oo 

Wages — Administration 3,046.50 

Wages — Advertising ’. : 1,187.50 

Wages — Editorial 2,542.50 

Telephone and Telegraph 78.16 

Reserve for Uncollectable Balances 1,500.00 



$ 22,891.18 


Credits. 

Advertising Sold $ 

Books - 

Donations (Contributions) 

Bundle Order Cash Receipts 

Defense 

March, 1923, Ball 

Office Sales 

Singles Cash Receipts 

Subscriptions - 

Subscription Agents Cash Receipts 

Suspense 

Waste Paper Sold 

Ridpath’s Raffle Receipts 

Bundle Order Sales 


4,013.48 

157.56 

872.86 

8,158.02 

1.00 

598.73 

115.59 

3,356.10 

3,356.47 

164.48 

5.10 

12.20 

15.40 

2,557.54 


LIBERATOR OPERATION ACCOUNT 

Receipts to Liberator 

Charges to Liberator $ 22,891.18 

LOSS— LIBERATOR PUB. CO., 1923.. 


$ 20,034.53 

$ 20,034.53 

2,856.65 


Totals $ 22,981.18 $ 22,981.18 

The books of the national organization were audited by a 
certified accountant, Samuel Freidman, up to July 30th. 
Since the removal of the headquarters to Chicago, no audit 
has been made and the incoming C. E. C. should be instructed 
to make arrangements to cover the period from July 30th to 
November 30th. 

Bookstores. 

During the year the C. E. C. decided to as quickly as pos- 
sible establish a series of bookstores in the larger cities for 
the sale of Communist literature. The first of these stores has 
been established in New York under the name of the Jimmie 
Higgins Bookstore and seems to be on the road to success. 


Freiheit & Elore. 

The C. E. C., following out the policy of the last convention 
that the Party press should come under the centralized owner- 
ship of the Party during the year, took over the ownership of 
the Freiheit and the Elorc. The Freheit, since the beginning 
of May, has also been under the direct management of the 
C. E. C. 


Voice of Labor. 

With the removal of the Party headquarters to Chicago, the 
National Organization took over the Voice of Labor and has 
issued it as a bi-weekly propaganda paper during the recent 
months. With the establishment of the Daily, the Voice of La- 
bor will become more important as a propaganda sheet, and it 
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should be the effort of the C. E. C.to build up a large circulation 
for this papor. 

Press Service. 

The C. E. C. during the past year has maintained a Workers 
Party Press Service which has continuously supplied news, 
stories and articles to the Party press and also to some 500 
labor papers throughout the country. Through this means a 
great deal of material in regard to our Party principles and 
our campaigns has received publicity in the labor press 
throughout the United States. 

Research Department. 

The C. E. C. has also maintained a Research department 
which furnishes material to the Party editors and speakers 
and also issues a review of the week which is sent to the 
&53ty press and Labor press through our Party Press 
Service, 

Literature Publication. 

During the past year our Party has at least made a begin- 
ning in the publication of Communist literature applicable to 
the needs of the life of the workers in this country. During 
the year we have issued the following books and pamphlets: 

1. Two editions of “Fo^ A Labor Party.” — John Pepper. 

2. Two editions of “Underground Radicalism.” — John Pepper.' 

3. The “American Foreign Born Workers.” — Clarissa S. 
Ware. 

4. The “Government Strike-breaker.”— Jay Lovestone. 

5. “Blood and Steel.” — Jay Lovestone. 

6. “What’s What About Coolidge.” — Jay Lovestone. 

7. “Strategy of the Communist.” — Letter from C. I. to 
Mexico. 

8. “Why Every Worker Should Be A Communist And Join 
the Workers Party.” — C. E. Ruthenberg. 

The C. E. C. has also issued leaflets in connection with the 
various Party campaigns which have received a wide dis- 
tribution. 

Agricultural Department. 

Beginning in the spring of the year the C. E. C. established 
an Agricultural Department. Comrade Hal Ware was 
originally put in charge of this work and made a survey of 
the conditions of the agricultural sections of this country for 
the C. E. C. In August actual work of organizing was begun 
in North Dakota where we have succeeded in building up a 
Party organization of about 200 members. At the present 
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time we are carrying on similar work in South Dakota through 
our organizer, Comrade A. Knutson, and a beginning is just 
being made in Oklahoma where Comrade J. E. iSnyder is at 
work. 

In connection with this agricultural department, a monthly 
paper, “The United Farmer,” was published for a time, which 
has now been consolidated with the “Farmer Labor Leader” 
in Mitchell, South Dakota. 

District Reorganization. 

The C. E. C. during the year adopted the policy of reducing 
the district organizations of the Tatty so that a district would 
cover a definite industrial center and the district organizer 
would be able to be in continuous contact with all the Party 
units in such a center. In accordance with this policy 
District 2 was divided into three separate districts, making 
Greater New York City with the towns in Northern New 
Jersey a district such as the C. E. C. believes must be the 
district unit of the Party in the future. As our organization 
develpes our policy should be to create similar districts 
wherever sufficient number of Party members are centered in 
a definite industrial territory. 

Daily Worker. 

In August the C. E. C. undertook a campaign for the estab- 
lishment of a Daily Communist Paper in the United States. 
As has been announced in the press the first issue of the 
“Daily Worker” will appear on January 13. The details of the 
successful campaign to launch the Daily Communist Paper for 
our Party will be reported under a separate point on the 
agenda. 

Dues Payments. 

The industrial registration which appears in another place 
in this report shows that in 319 branches 6,862 members of 
the Party were registered. There are a total of oveer 1,300 
Party branches at the present time, and if the average mem- 
bership per branch for these 319 branches holds good for the 
entire Party, the industrial registration will show 27,448 
members on the Party rolls. The highest dues payment in 
recent months has been for the month of November which 
shows 17,726 members paying dues for that month. It will 
readily be seen from these figures that there is a wide dis- 
crepancy between the membership on the Party rolls and the 
members paying their dues regularly each month. Thd C. E. C. 
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has considered in the past that in a Communist Party the 
membership would pay their dues regularly without special 
campaigns to insure such dues payment. It seems that this 
is not the case, and it will be necessary for every Party unit 
to begin a campaign for regular payment of dues, and this 
should be one of the instructions to the incoming Central 
Executive Committee. 

Industrial Work. 

The details of the industrial work will be reported by Com- 
rade Foster under a separate report. The Party organization 
as such took an active part in all the industrial work of the 
Party, notably the miners’ campaign. For a considerable 
period of time the Party maintained special organizers in the 
minmr^ fields to carry on agitation for the Progressive 
Miitel*?! Program. 

During the spring of the year Comrade Charles Krumbein 
was appointed as industrial organizer for the Party with 
headquarters in Chicago. An attempt was made to take an 
industrial registration of the Paity at this time, but because 
of the separation of the industrial organizer from the Party 
headquarters the work could not be carried to a succeessful 
end. Recently Comrade Jakira, Assistant Secretary, has been 
appointed to the industrial woi'k in the national office and a 
new industrial registration is under way. The reports received 
thus far have been stated in the membership report. It is 
the decision of the C. E. C. that industrial registration shall 
be taken twice each year. The Party in various parts of the 
country has undertaken to carry into effect the decision of the 
last convention urging every member to become a member of 
a union, and this has greatly increased the number of union 
members in our Party. Exceptionally good work has been 
done in this respect in the city of Detroit where hundreds of 
Party members have been brought into unions and are now 
carrying on effective work for the Party in these organizations. 

t 

Defense. 

At the present time there are three Communists who are 
in prison because of their Communist activities: Comrade 

L. E. Katterfield in Joliet, 111.; Comrade I. Blankenstein and 
Jos. Martinowich in Pennsylvania Prisons. ‘ It is the hope that 
all three Comrades will be released at an early date. 

There are pending in the courts in addition to the 32 
Michigan cases, 9 cases in Pittsburgh where a raid was made 
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on our organization on or about May 1st of this year. There 
are also pending the New York cases involving Comrade Ben- 
jamin Gitlow whose case is now before the Supreme Court of 
the United States for decision; Comrade Harry Winitsky, whose 
case is in the Appellate division of the New York Courts, 
and the case of Comrade C. E. Ruthenberg is still pending in 
the Lower Court of New York, although the original convic- 
tion was reversed. 

During the year a number of deportations cases dating back 
to 1919-20 were pressed by the authorities, and three or four 
Comrades were deported as a result of these cases. 

SUMMARY. 

The Central Executive Committee is of the opinion that the 
report which appears above contains a record of Party achieve- 
ments which our organization can well be proud of, and it 
submits its work to the delegates of this convention confident 
that it has fulfilled its duty to the Party during the period of 
its leadership in the past year. 


C» * 
* ♦ 
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THESES ON THE PRESENT ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL SITUATION AND ON LABOR 
PARTY POLICY, PROPOSED BY 
CENTRAL EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. 

1— ECONOMIC CONDITIONS IN THE UNITED STATES. 

A — The farmers of the United States did not participate in 
the prosperity which followed the economic crisis of 1920-21. 
The prosperity was a one-sided industrial prosperity. In 1922 
some two million farmers left the land because of bankruptcy 
and it is estimated that in 1923 three million others will fol- 
loy^hem. Tens of thousands of farms have been abandoned 
iiKa number of states. The mortgaged farmers are having 
mortgages foreclosed on their farms and nro being compelled 
to become tenants. The government reports show a tremen- 
dous increase in tenantry in the farming regions. Taxation 
has increased to such a tremendous; extent that it is estimated 
that in 1922 thirty per cent of the net products of the farmer 
went to pay his taxes. As a result of this economic pressure 
upon -the farmers they are entering politics en masse. 

B — There is every indication that the existing industrial pros- 
perity will soon come to an end. Production and employment 
already show decreases in the basic industries. Unfilled orders 
in 'the steel industry have decreased 30 per cent during the last 
three or four months. Employment in the bituminous coal in- 
dustry is decreasing. In many coal fields the miners are work- 
ing short days and unemployment is already quite general. 
Textfljp mills are closing down because of lack of orders. The 
Amoske^ig Mills in New Hampshire have closed down for the 
first time in 25 years. There is a great over-production in the 
copper industry and prices have fallen to the lowest figure in 
many years. The oil industry is in a catastrophal condition. 
The development of another crisis and widespread unemploy- 
ment is forecast by all the symptoms of economic life in thin 
country today. Just now the interlocking financial oligarchy 
which is the ruling power in American industry, is throwing 
in its last reserves to avoid a crisis by having the rail road m 
place larger orders for steel and the Washington government 
has begun negotiations for the purpose of making a loan to 
Germany, with the condition, of course, that the money will 
have to be spent in the United States. 
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During the wave of prosperity which is now passing, the 
working class was able to bring to a halt the offensive of the 
capitalists and was able, in some cases, to win wage increases 
and to shorten hours. However, during this period organized 
labor was not able to strengthen itself. On the contrary, the 
membership of the American Federation of Labor decreased in 
the year 1923 from the year before by 269,167, and in the rail- 
road industry the shop crafts organization was practically 
destroyed. Reports generally in regard to the trade unions 
indicate that organization is at a low ebb. This crisis will be 
all the greater because millions of exploited farmers are invad- 
ing the industries in search of the means of gaining a living. 





2— THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 




A — Political parties in this country have had within the same 
parties various economic classes. The sharpening of the con- 
flict of economic group interests is developing a situation which 
makes it impossible for these economic groups to remain to- 
gether in the same political party. The first result of this 
clash of economic group interests within the old parties mani- 
fests itself in the failure to agree upon a common program. 
This has developed into factional struggles in many states and 
the continuance of the divisions which are developing means 
the split of the old parties. This division is clearer and sharper 
in the Republican than in the Democratic party, altho the latter 
shows the same tendency. 

B — These economic groups whose class interests are in con- 
flict with the ruling big capitalists’, such as the lower middle 
class, the professional groups and the farmers, drawing in their 
wake a part of the aristocracy of labor, are splitting away from 
the old parties and the tendency is for these groups to draw 
together to form a third party which will contain elements from 
both the old parties and which will enter the political arena as 
the enemy of the big capitalists who now dominate the govern- 
ment. The La Follette movement, the Hearst-Hylan move- 
ment, the Ford-For-President movement, the Farmer-Labor 
Party of Minnesota, are all expressions of this tendency. The 
birth of such a party means a revolutionary change in the 
American political system, but the policies of such a party will 
be the backward-looking policies of destroying the trusts or 
regulating the big capitalists and it would be foolish to believe 



that such a party can bring any fundamental change in the 
existing industrial system which would be of benefit to the ex- 
ploited workers and farmers. 

On the other hand, such a party will weaken and split up 
the united capitalist class and make impossible a united attack 
of the capitalist upon the worker. 

We must differentiate between such a third party which in- 
cludes small business men, well-to-do farmers and the pro- 
fessional classes, even tho it may call itself a Farmer-Labor 
Party, and a class Farmer-Labor Party made up of the indus- 
trial workers and exploited farmers. 

C — There exists a growing sAiment for a labor party which 
has developed out of the indusMal crisis of 1920-21, and the 
interference of the government in all the great strikes. This, 
movement of the workers expresses itself in two forms: 1 The 

support of the third party movement, and, 2 In the organiza- 
tion .of a class labor party; 

The Conference for Progressive Political Action, holding un- 
der its influence more than a million workers, is friendly to, 
and a great part of the organized workers it represents are sup- 
porting, a third party movement. 

On the other hand, farmer-labor parties have been organized 
in some states, such as West Virginia, Minnesota (with the 
Farmer-Labor Federation expressing the class-conscious ele- 
ment), Montana, and many local labor parties are springing up 
as in Buffalo, Los Angeles, the Federated Farmer-Labor Party 
of Washington County, Pa., and the Federated Farmer-Labor 
Party has been orgap^ed on a national scale. 

While the sentiment and pressure for a labor party is grow- 
ing, it would be an illusion to believe that an all-inclusive mass 
labor party will be organized in the near future. The Gompers’ 
machine will, as in the past, again support one of the old capi- 
talist parties. Johnston and the Railroad Brotherhood and their 
followers, organized in the Conference for Progressive Political 
Action, will undoubtedly follow the third party or support a 
candidate on the old party ticket. Only the left wing of the 
labor movement will at the beginning participate in tho organ 
ization of a mass class party of the farmers and worker*. On 
the other hand the defection of that part of tho labor movement 
controlled by Johnston and Gompers, will be counterbalanced 
by the great mass of desperate farmers who are ready to Join 
in a class Farmer-Labor Party. 
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3 -THE THIRD PARTY AND THE FARMER-LABOR 
PARTY. 

A — We must continue our campaign for the organization of 
a party of the workers and exploited farmers, embracing as 
broad a section of these groups as can be won for a class farmer- 
labor party. Our policy must be to develop a class party of 
workers and exploited farmers, and not a third party including 
the lower middle class and the well-to-do farmers. We may, in 
special circumstances, be compelled to participate in a farmer- 
labor party which is in reality a third party, as in Minnesota, 
but in such a situation it is our duty to develop inside of such 
an organization of the workers and exploited farmers. 

Our goal is not the organization of a so-called third party, 
even tho it may disguise itself and call itself a Farmer-Labor 
Party, but to organize a class farmer-labor party of workers 
and exploited farmers. 

Where such third parties calling themselves farmer-labor 
parties arise, which include the workers and exploited farmers, 
we must enter into such parties, but our policy must be to win 
all the workers and exploited farmers away from the third 
party and to organize them in a class farmer-labor party. 

B — While we carry on our campaign for the organization of 
a class farmer-labor party we must at the same time carry on 
a campaign for the third party forces to split away from the 
old capitalist parties and whenever a third party is organized 
we must make an alliance with it against the old capitalist 
parties and the capitalist government. This alliance must not 
take the form of organizational unity between the class farmer- 
labor party and the third party. We will enter into common 
campaigns with the third party against the capitalist class, 
such as the maintenance of civil liberties, recognition of Soviet 
Russia, against intervention to uphold capitalism in Europe, 
democratization of the government, nationalization of the rail- 
roads and mines, measures to enable the farmers to buy at 
lower prices the products of the great trusts. 

a. We will nominate our candidates on the Farmer-Labor 
Party ticket wherever possible and carry on an independent 
campaign. 

b. Wherever the Farmer-Labor Party candidates have a 
chance to win we will carry on the fight to elect these candi- 
dates against those of the old parties and the third party. 
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Wherever the Socialist Party or any other labor political group 
has a chance to win we will support these candidates against 
all other parties including the third party. 

c. Wherever neither the Farmer-Labor Party nor the third 
party candidates have a chance to win, we will vote for the 
Farmer-Labor Party candidates in the election. 

d. Where the Farmer-Labor Party candidates have no chance 
to win and the third party can unquestionably win against the 
capitalist parties with our support we will vote for the third 
party candidates. 

e. In any case and under all circumstances we will maintain 
the separate organizational existf^*e of the Farmer-Labor 
Party, carry on an independent campaign for its separate poli- 
cies and under its own slogans. 

f. While maintaining the alliance with the third party me 
must at all times carry on a campaign of merciless criticism 
against it, pointing out the uselessness of its half-measures, its 
cowardice and hesitation and destroying the illusion that the 
class struggle can be won thru its measures. 


4— THE LABOR PARTY AND THE FEDERATED FARMER- 
LABOR PARTY. 

A — There are three great dangers which threaten the labor 
party movement in the United States at the present time. These 
forces, if not counteracted, can dissipate and destroy the whole 
movement for years to come. These forces are as follows: 

a. The third party movement and the Ford movement. The 
workers and exploited farmers of the United States have for 
so many years supported the Republican and Democratic par- 
ties that any organization which breaks away from these old 
parties will have a tremendous appeal for them and they will 
not differentiate between such a general third party move- 
ment and the class farmer-labor movement. Unless there is a 
national rallying point for the existing Farmer-Labor groups 
which represent the class parties there is great danger that 
these isolated groups will be swept into the third party move- 
ment and thus the whole movement for a class labor party will 
be halted for years to come. 
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b. There is also the danger that the existing isolated state 
and city parties will disintegrate and disappear because there 
is no national expression and no national leadership to give them 
direction and hold them together. The past history of similar 
farmer-labor party organizations has been that such isolated 
parties will not exist for a long time. They can only be made 
permanent thru a national leadership continually formulating 
policies which bring them into action and thus giving them life 
and strength. There is also the danger that these isolated par- 
ties may carry on independent campaigns locally, but on a na- 
tional scale still support the old capitalist parties. Thus, for 
instance, in West Virginia one of the leaders of the party has 
already announced that the Farmer-Labor Party of West Vir- 
ginia will have its own candidate and make its own fight in the 
state of West Virginia, but that on a national scale the mem- 
bers will be free to vote the Republican and Democratic tickets 
as in the past. A similar expression has been made by Magnus 
Johnson in relation to the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party. 

c. The presidential campaign of 1924 will be one of the most 
vital importance to the labor party movement. Unless there is 
a national crystallization of the labor party movement enabling 
it to nominate a presidential candidate and to conduct a nation- 
wide campaign the movement will receive a severe set-back 
and there will be no hope for organizing a class-labor party on 
a national scale for some years to come. The whole life of the 
movement depends upon a national organization and a national 
campaign and such a campaign is bound to awaken great en- 
thusiasm and enable the class farmer-labor party idea to make 
great strides forward. 

B— All of the foregoing analysis shows conclusively, first, that 
only the left wing masses of the labor and farmer movement 
will at first participate in the organization of the class farmer- 
labor party and, second, that unless such a class farmer-labor 
party is organized on a national scale for the 1924 election the 
whole movement will be dissipated and destroyed for years to 
come. Our policy, therefore, must be to organize the left wing 
bloc among the workers and exploited farmers into a national 
class farmer-labor party for the 1924 elections. 

C — The Federated Farmer-Labor Party is the beginning of 
the organization of the left wing of the exploited farmers and 
industrial workers. We must, as part of the campaign for the 
organization of the whole left wing, assist in maintaining, or- 
ganizing and strengthening the Federated Farmer-Labor Party. 
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a. We should also seek to have the Federated Farmer-Labor 
Party as an instrument for propaganda for the idea of the all- 
inclusive farmer-labor party and must draw as broad a mass 
of the workers and exploited farmers into the labor party as 
possible. 

b. The Federated Farmer-Labor Party must organize wher- 
ever possible and affiliate those organizations of which it can 
win the support. 

c. The campaign of the Federated Party should be carried 
on to secure : 

1. Affiliation wherever possible. 

2. Where we are not strong enough to secure affiliations we 
should seek endorsement. 

3. If we are unable to secure either affiliation of endorsement 
we should endeavor to have delegates sent to the next convention. 

D — The Federated Farmer-Labor Party should consider each 
situation separately and thoroughly. It should organize the 
Federated Farmer-Labor Party only in such places in which 
the organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor Party will not 
bring a split of the left wing; that is, of the followers of the 
class-labor-party movement. In the process of organization 
of the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, it will come in conflict 
with some of the progressive leaders in the labor movement. 
Its effort must be, thru a careful policy, to clarify these prog- 
ressive leaders and to win them for the organization of the 
Federated Farmer-Labor Party, but it cannot sacrifice the 
organization of the left wing masses because of the hesitancy 
and irresolution of individual progressives here and there, pro- 
vided that it can carry with it the masses. 

E — Where a class farmer-labor party exists we must en- 
deavor to become affiliated with it and must carry on propa- 
ganda for its radicalization and for national affiliations. 

F — The Farmer-Labor Party is an expression of the united 
front. While it must be our policy to draw as large a mass 
of workers as possible into the united front, this does not mean 
that we cannot at a particular time organize a united front 
with those groups which are ready to join us. It is not sufficient 
to carry on propaganda and to build up a vague sentiment for 
a united front on some particular issue. The propaganda and 
the building of such sentiment must be followed by organiza- 
tion or it will quickly dissipate itself. Where we build a united 
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front organization which includes only a part of the masses it 
is our task to endeavor to expand it and draw as many as pos- 
sible of the workers into the organization. 

G — All our organizational effort should be to assist the Feder- 
ated Farmer-Labor Party to create a national crystallization of 
the class farmer-labor movement for the 1924 campaign. To 
achieve this end we will not insist upon a dogmatic attitude 
that the national convention in which such crystallization will 
take place must come in the form of a convention of the Feder- 
ated Farmer-Labor Party. On tho contrary, our effort must 
be to secure support of as many groups ns possible for such 
a convention. The call for the convention should be signed 
by the Federated Farmer-Labor Party and if possible, by the 
West Virginia Farmer-Labor Party, the Montana Farmer- 
Labor Party, the Federated Farmer-Labor Party of New York, 
the Federated Farmer-Labor Party of Washington County, Pa., 
and any other local or state group which may be organized. 

The policy of the Conference for Progressive Political Action 
creates a situation which will force the Socialist Party into a 
different position. The Socialist Party is not likely to follow 
Johnston in support of one of the old parties. Unless it is to 
completely isolate itself it must come closer to the existing 
Farmer-Labor Party movement. Our policy must be to hasten 
this development and to endeavor to secure the support of the 
Socialist Party for the call for the 1924 convention. 

H — The Federated Farmer-Labor Party should not only carry 
on a struggle to organize itself in the industrial centers, but 
should make the greatest effort to win the support of the labor- 
ing farmers. All the facts indicate that there are great masses 
of farmers who can be won for the Federated Farmer-Labor 

5— DANGERS TO THE WORKERS PARTY. 

A — The manouvers in relation to the third party constitute 
a serious danger to the Workers Party unless our members are 
given a clear Communist understanding of our strategy and 
tactics in each particular situation. This makes it necessary 
to immediately begin a thoro-going campaign of education in 
fundamental Communist principles among our members and* 
thus to create a party membership which will never forget its 
fundamental Communist principles in these manouvres of the 
class struggle. 

B — As part of the campaign of education we must also de- 
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velop a stronger discipline among our members. It is only if 
the party members understand that they are soldiers in an 
army which is carrying on difficult manouvres in a battle of 
the class struggle and that unhesitating loyalty to the party 
is a first requisite of victory in these manouvres, that we can 
hope to successfully carry thru the manouvres we undertake. 

C — In order to impress upon our membership the real char- 
acter of a Communist party we must develop campaigns which 
are directed against the capitalist system and the capitalist 
government. Our struggles in the past have been largely 
struggles within the trade unions against reactionary labor 
leaders. Unless we combine with these struggles greater bat- 
tles against capitalist class, our members and even the masses 
of the workers will get a one-sided impression of the character 
of our party. The utilization of the discontent of the masses for 
such campaigns is therefore of tho first importance. 

D— One of the methods thru which we carry on our cam- 
paigns against the capitalists is to participate in election cam- 
paigns in opposition to the capitalist parties. Thus far our 
party has in principle declared itself in favor of parliamentary 
action, but in practice it has been an anti-parliamentary or- 
ganization. We must change these conditions and throw our 
party into the election campaigns. This also applies to political 
action against the capitalist government both in and outside 
of election campaigns. 

E — The campaign for ten thousand new members for the party 
must be supported with all the strength of our party. At the 
present time our interests and campaigns are of such a wide- 
spread nature that our party organization is unable to carry 
on successfully with its present strength. We must increase 
the membership of the party in order that we may have the 
forces at our command to carry thru the many actions in which 
we are involved. 

F — The Daily Worker will aid in carrying thru all of the 
measures necessary to strengthen our party. It will be a means 
of Communsit education, a means of teaching our members the 
needs and the purpose of our various actions and the establish- 
ment of the daily is one of the important factors in strength- 
ening our party and overcoming the dangers which face it. 

G — Danger of new prosecutions directed at the destruction 
of our party continues to exist. We cannot forecast when the 
class struggle will so sharpen that the ruling class will find it 
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necessary to again launch an attack upon the Communists and 
thru such an attack endeavor to crush the whole revolutionary 
movement. We must take measures to safeguard our party 
against the possibilities of such an attack. These measures 
should be the following: 

We must as quickly as possible reorganize our party so 
far as it is possible upon the basis of shop units in addition to 
the existing territorial branches. Shop units cannot be destroyed 
altho territorial branches can easily be driven out of existence. 
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL TO THE 
WORKERS PARTY OF AMERICA. 


Dec. 7th, 1923. 

To the Workers Party of America. 

Dear Comrades: 

The Convention of the Workers’ Party of America is taking- 
place at a time when world reaction is preparing another 
blow against the international proletariat. Gathered like 
ravens over the bodies of the working class of Germany, the 
imperialist powers of France, England and America are making 
plans to divide the spoils in Germany and reduce the working 
class to the position of coolies. The capitalists of Germany 
have established their military dictatorship and are ready to 
co-operate with the foreign imperialists provided they are 
guaranteed part of the booty. 

In several states of Europe fascism holds the workers in its 
bloody grip. Italy, Spain and Bulgaria are in the throes of 
the wildest reaction. The White Terror rules in Finnland, 
Rumania and Hungary. 

Tn Soviet Russia alone, the rule of the workers and peasants 
is unshaken despite the many attempts that have been made 
to destroy it. The Soviet power is consolidating more and 
more and today stands invincible to the plots and intrigues of 
the reactionary capitalist governments and counter-revolu- 
tionary emigries. 

American imperialism, with its surplus of war gains wrung 
from the working class, is utilizing the brokendown condition 
of Europe to make fresh conquests. In Europe it is directing 
its forces once more against Soviet Russia, in the hope of 
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undermining the Soviet power. The patl to this new attempt 
is over the bodies of the enslaved German workers who are 
to be bought with food furnished to the murderous Seeckt 
dictatorship. In Asia, American imperialism is penetrating 
further into the heart of China, where it is securing a strangle- 
hold on its resources and industries. The earthquake in 
Japan, which has seriously weakened Japanese imperialism, is 
opening up the door for American encroachments, which must 
surely lead to war. In South and Central America and in 
Mexico, American imperialism is in the heyday of its expan- 
sionist policies, whose aim is the acquirement of large sources 
of raw material and the extension of fields of investment for 
Wall Street and American industrialists, 

New, fearful wa,rs menace the whole world as a result of 
the machinations of American Imperialism. It is the duty of 
the American workers to watch well the acts of their capital- 
ists. They must prevent any interference with the struggle 
of the German workers to obtain their freedom. They must 
fight against attempts to embroil the American workers in 
new wars for the sake of capitalist profits. It will be the 
duty particularly of the Communists to mobilize the proletariat 
of the United States against the coming wars. 

To perform this and the many other tasks confronting the 
Party, the Central Executive Committee of the Workers’ Party 
has rightfully conceived as the most important step the estab- 
lishment of an English Communist Daily in the United States. 
This Daily must become the medium for reaching the widest 
masses of the workers and mobilizing them for militant action 
in protection of their rights and in securing final control of 
power. The struggles in the United states are among the 
bloodiest in the world. The power of the capitalist press is 
tremendous. The workers have no real expression throughout 
the country and hence are exposed to misrepresentation and 
distortion of fact, which is one of the niethods that the capi- 
talist class of America employs in order to crush the labor 
movement. The Communist Daily must become the organ 
not of the revolutionists alone, but of the WHOLE WORKING 
CLASS. Hence the whole strength of the Party must be 
mobilized for the establishment of the Paily, which should be 
the forerunner of more revolutionary dailies in other parts of 
the country. 

To accomplish this task and put the Daily on a sound 
basis, the membership must be drawn into close relationship 
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with one another. The Language Federations constituting the 
Party are a necessity and yea are a hindrance to uniform 
action of the membership. The Language Federations are 
essential for propaganda among the foreign-born workers 
and must be retained for that purpose. Within the Party, 
however, there should be created international branches com- 
prising all the membership, regardless of language. Thus 
members of all nationalities and Negro workers will be 
grouped in uniform branches and work together on the pro- 
blems confronting the Party. This will produce greater 
mobility and lead to the inner harmony that is fundamental 
to all Communist action. 

In an industrial country like the United States, the shops 
and mills are the centers of activity. It is obvious, therefore, 
that the shop must be the basis of all Party work. Even 
though the factories are infested with spies placed there by 
the capitalists, thus rendering work difficult, the basic unit 
of the Party must be the SHOP NUCLEUS. This will enable 
us to gather the workers on the job, where they feel most 
keenly the capitalist and the force of the government. 

The excellent work that has been done by the Communists 
in the Left Wing of the labor movement of the United States 
demonstrates that if all the comrades were members of trade 
unions, the work would increase many fold. We must 
repeat the decision of the last session of the Enlarged Exe- 
cutive Committee, to the effect that it is the duty of all Com- 
munists to join the trade unions and be active in their work. 
The Convention of the Workers’ Party must take steps to get 
the comrades into the unions. This is one of its main tasks 
and one not to be neglected. 

The propaganda that the Workers’ Party has conducted 
during the past year has been most effective.As a result, the 
ideas of Communism and the Communist movement are the 
center of discussion both among the workers and the capi- 
talists. Despite the savage attempts of the American 
bourgeoisie to install fear into the minds of American workers 
at the suggestion of Communism, and to point to the achieve- 
ments of American democracy as the highest that mankind 
can aspire to, the actions of the American capitalist class and 
the capitalist government in the past two years have opened 
the eyes of the workers. 

The strikes of 1922 taught them the true meaning of capi- 
talist democracy; it also taught them that the Communists 
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are feared and persecuted by the capitalist class merely be- 
cause they are the most powerful spokesmen of the working 
class and the most valiant fighters in its interests. 

The vast sentiment for Communism that the Workers’ 
Party has aroused must be organized. Your Central Exe- 
cutive Committee acted right in inaugurating a campaign for 
membership. This campaign must be a matter of discipline. 
Each member of the Party must be pledged to secure one or 
more new members for the Party. The Workers’ Party 
must increase its membership several times before it will 
become the factor in the proletarian movement of the United 
States that the Communists are destined to become. 

The Workers’ Party has applied Communist tactics cor- 
rectly in seeking a United Front of all forces to fight the 
capitalist system in the United States. It has sought a 
United Front not only on the economic, but particularly on 
the political field. That Gompers and the reactionary trade 
union officialdom oppose it because of their antiquated, 
treacherous policy of “rewarding the friends and punishing 
the enemies of labor” in the capitalist parties; that the 
Socialists, having renounced every revolutionary idea and 
lined up with the reactionary forces of the country, also 
oppose it; and that a few so-called “progressive” trade union 
leaders of the Middle West have betrayed the workers and 
gone over to Gompers, that they denounce the ideas they once 
stood for and therefore also oppose the United Front — is 
creating the best basis for the United Front policy. This 
treachery has been the main one of the chief reasons why the 
workers of America still are the prey of the capitalist parties 
of America. This treachery, however, will show the workers 
so much more clearly the necessity of the United Front. It 
will also demonstrate to them that the Communists, who are 
the only militant exponents of the United Front, are not only 
their best friends, but the only ones in the United States who 
understand the political needs of the working class. 

The organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor Party was 
an achievement of primary importance. The coming together 
of the militant farmers and workers for the attainment of politi- 
cal power against the control of the capitalist parties, revealed 
an awakening consciousness and a rising spirit no longer to 
tolerate political domination by the bourgeoisie. In the Fed- 
erated Farmer-Labor Party are organized only a small portion 
of the militant workers and farmers. The United Front of all 



proletarian and farmers’ parties and organizations for the fight 
against capitalism, is the demand of the hour. The Communists 
must spare no effort to bring this about. 

This is all the more necessary in view of the presidential 
elections of 1924. The labor parties and farmer-labor parties 
that have been formed in 29 states must be consolidated into 
a United Front; they must put up joint proletarian candidates. 
They must fight as a united body against the reaction that is 
bound to set in after the elections. They must be prepared to 
support this United Front with their economic power. The 
chaos in the working-class movement must be ended. This is 
the task of the Communists, a task they aie performing with 
great effect. 

There is one problem to which the American Communists 
have not applied themselves with sufficient energy, viz., that 
of American imperialism. The huge profits from the war and 
the exploitation of foreign markets have enabled the American 
bourgeoisie to penetrate deeper into the Latin-American 
countries. The lecent declaration of Secretary of State Hughes 
to the effect that the interpretation of the Monroe doctrine 
must be left exclusively to the discretion of America, is already 
bearing fruit. The recognition of Mexico is merely a trick to 
give American capitalists greater control over the resources 
of Mexico and, in case of “trouble,” afford the American govern- 
ment an excuse for intervention “in protection of American 
property and interests.” The conflict in Cuba, which will also 
probably end with an intervention, the continued military occu- 
pation of Haiti and Santo Domingo, the muzzling of Nicaragua, 
Panama and Colombia, the loans to the numerous South Amer- 
ican states, the increasing economic exploitation of these 
countries, and the rising revolt in the Philippines, indicate that 
American imperialism intends to conquer the western hemis- 
phere and force the colonies under complete control. 

This is a problem of vital importance to the American work- 
ing class. Fearful imperialist wars face the country. The 
bourgeoisie is making ready. The government is perfecting 
its military machinery; General Pershing is demanding a 
larger army. The Communists must sound the alarm and pre- 
pare the workers for resistance to these bloody schemes. The 
Communists must point out that the illegal organizations of the 
capitalist class, the spies, and especially the Ku Klux Klan 
and American Legion, are a product of the foresight of the 
capitalists and are openly sponsored by the government of the 
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United States. ..The capitalists are prepared to crush any at- 
tempt to interfere with their plans. 

These, comrades, are the vital problems that confront the 
Party. To propagate them and organize the workers for action 
will demand the concentrated strength of the whole Party 
membership. 

We greet the Third Convent 1 on of the Workers Party and 
have confidence that the Party will line up the workers of 
America with the revolutionary workers of the world in the 
struggle against capitalism and for the establishment of a 
Workers’ and Farmers’ Government. 

With Communist greetings, 

(Signed) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE COMMUNIST 

INTERNATIONAL, 

W. Kolarow, General Secretary. 


ACTION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE REPORT 
OF THE CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
AND THE THESES ON ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL CONDITIONS IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE POLI- 
CIES OF OUR PARTY. 

The following motions were adopted: 

1. That the section of the theses relating to “The Third 
Party” and the Farmer-Labor Party be withdrawn and referred 
to the Communist International for decision as to the correct- 
ness of this policy. 

2. The Convention approves the work of the Central Execu- 
tive Committee and congratulates the party on the achievements 
for our movement during the past year. 

3. The November Theses supercede all previous theses of 
the party on the Labor Party question. 

4. The National Convention adopts the November Theses of 
the Central Executive Committee. 

5. The Convention approves the actions of the Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee on the Labor Party issue. 
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(5. The Convention approves the actions of the Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee in the July 3d Convention, and the party’s 
participation in the organization of the Federated Farmer-Labor 
Party. 

7. The Convention declares the formation of the Federated 
Farmer-Labor Party on July 3d was a victory for the Party 
and for its labor party policy and opened the road to a broader 
united front. 

8. The Convention endorses the affiliation of the Workers 
Party with the Federated Farmer-Labor Party. 

9. The Convention approves the actions of the Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee in helping to organize the Federated Farmer- 
Labor Party not only as a propaganda and organizing instru- 
ment but also as a real political party. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE CHICAGO SITUATION. 

Submitted by the Central Executive Committee. 

The National Convention considers it a necessity to take 
position on the Chicago situation, as being a serious problem; 
and the convention thinks that our party can draw highly 
instructive lessons out of developments in Chicago. 

The problems manifested itself in the fact that while every 
where in the country the results of the July 3d Conference 
immensely strengthened our influence, in Chicago the reverse 
was true. 

We must analyze the situation to explain this fact. 

In Chicago the Workers Party had a united front with the 
so-called “Progressive” leaders of the Chicago Federation of 
Labor who were at the same time the leaders of the Farmer- 
Labor Party. The members of the Workers Party of the Chi- 
cago district, through their trade unions, entered into the Far- 
mer-Labor Party, participated in the convention of that party, 
and formed the left wing of that party. The Central Executive 
Committee approved of the united front in Chicago, and con- 
sidered that this united front was a great help for the launching 
on a nation-wide scale of the “amalgamation” and “Labor 
Party” campaigns of the party. The National Convention 
agrees with the Central Executive Committee that the securing 
of the support of the Chicago Federation of Labor through the 
influence of the Fitzpatrick group helped materially in carry- 
ing on a successful campaign for these issues. 

It appears, however, that there was a fundamental weakness 
in the policy of our district organization in the Chicago situa- 
tion, for, after the July 3d Convention, in place of being able to 
hold in the hands of the Party a section of organized workers 
we found the Party influence limited to those unions in which 
there was a clear-cut sentiment for Communism, and which 
our members represented in the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

The Central Executive Committee has established, and the 
convention reaffirms that the basic reason for our weakness in 
Chicago was that our Chicago district district did not, during 
the process of the united front build up our independent power, 
and when the crisis came, were left only with those groups 
of workers who have come fully under our direct influence. 
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Our ( lucago district did not build up an independent power 
because it applied the tactics of the united front in a wrong 
maimer, because it did not understand thoroughly the united 
front policies of the Party and the Communist International. The 
united front in Chicago remained on the surface. It was estab- 
lished with the Fitzpatrick group of “progressive’’ leaders, but 
it was not sufficiently embedded into the depths of the masses 
of workers. 

The District Committee of Chicago, in its practice, accepted 
the leadership of the Fitzpatrick group in Chicago as an un- 
questionable fact, and did not make sufficient efforts to assume 
leadership for the Communists. 

The report of the District Committee of Chicago to the Cen- 
tral Executive Committee about the Cook County convention of 
the Farmer-Labor Party said literally: We had decided and did 
pursue the method of as much as possible following the lead 
of the national officers of the Farmer-Labor Party and mainly 
stress the necessity of unity. 

The District Committee of Chicago, in its practice, did not 
direct any criticism against the Fitzpatrick group, and did not 
sufficiently work out the ideological difference between the so- 
called “progressives” and the Communists. 

The “Voice of Labor,” official organ of the Chicago District 
Committee, thruout the duration of the united front with the 
Fitzpatrick group, had no critical articles about the activities 
of the Fitzpatrick group and the Farmer-Labor Party. 

These are the reason that during the process of development 
of the united front campaign in Chicago, the Central Execu- 
tive Committee came in conflict with the District Committee 
on a number of issues. 

The first case of this character was in April, in relation to 
the united front manifesto issued by the Party, to which the 
District Committee objected on the ground that it made one of 
the demands of the united front, the fight against the yellow 
Internationalists. The District Committee’s position was that 
such a platform would alienate the trade unions; therefore, 
the fight against the yellow Internationalists is not timely. 
The Central Executive Committee’s position was that the fight 
against the Second and Second-and-a-Half Internationals was 
especially timely in Chicago, where the Socialist Party pulled 
40,000 votes, and where the Fitzpatrick group advocated the 
joining of the American Federation of Labor to the Amster- 
dam International. 
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I lie second conflict arose after the July 3d Convention. The 
District Executive Committee of Chicago sent out a circular 
letter to the membership, in which there appeared the following 
quotation: “Our attitude toward the old Farmer-Labor Party 
Is to be that we will not encourage any immediate conflict 
either with the officials of the old Farmer-Labor Party or in 
the unions that have been up until now affiliated with that 
I ’arty.” 'The District Committee declared that it will not make 
any attempt to affiliate those unions with the Federated Farmer- 
I -abor Party which were affiliated with the old Farmer-Labor 
Party. The Central Executive Committee was forced to correct 
that position in these terms: “We instruct the Chicago district 
to carry on an aggressive campaign- to secure the affiliation of 
all unions in Chicago with the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, 
irrespective of any previous affiliation.” 

The Central Executive Committee instructed the district of 
Chicago at the same time to ciiticize the Fitzpatrick group. 

The Central Executive Committee held the opinion that the 
District Committee of Chicago did not make sufficient efforts 
to denounce Fitzpatrick’s double-crossing role in the July 3d 
Convention, at the meetings of the Chicago Federation of Labor 
and at the local unions. The Central Executive Committee was 
compelled to criticize the District Committee because they did 
not hold any mass meetings of the party after the July 3d 
Convention for the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, despite the 
instructions of the Central Executive Committee. (Only the 
Trades Union Educational League held a mass meeting. The 
Party as a party had its first public meeting for the Federated 
at the end of September.) 

The Central Executive Committee was compelled to criticize 
the District Committee of Chicago because it tolerated the 
unanimous election of Fitzpatrick, Nockels and Nelson in the 
Chicago Federation of Labor, without any public criticism, 
without any public statement or meeting. The Central Execu- 
tive Committee took the position that after Fitzpatrick’s vicious 
attack on the Communists in the July 3d Convention, after 
the open letter of Fitzpatrick and Nockels against amalgama- 
tion, against the Trade Union Educational League, and for 
Gompers, it was our duty in Chicago to utilize the opportunity 
of the election to expose publicly their swing to Gompers, their 
betrayal of the ideas of Labor Party, amalgamation and recog- 
nition of Soviet Russia. 

The National Convention of the Workers Party draws the 
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loHowlng lessons from the diffeerences between the Central 
Executive Committee and the District Committee of Chicago 
over the Chicago situation. 

We must seek the united front with the masses of workers. 

I we cannot approach the masses otherwise, we must form the 
united front with the non-communist leaders of the masses. But 
the united front with the “progressive” labor leaders cannot 
serve as a substitute for the united front with the masses. 

We must under all circumstances work out our ideological 
independence. We must have our independent Communist cam- 
paigns. We must under no circumstance abandon our freedom 
of criticism. 

We must build up an independent influence and independent 
organizational power for our Party. 

We should not. forget that the united front policy has two 
aims: First, to unite the masses and to help them a fight against 
capitalism. Second, to help the masses to get rid of their 
reactionary and “progressive” leadership and help them to a 
real revolutionary, Communist leadership. 

STATEMENT ON THE UNITED FRONT IN 
CHICAGO. 

Submitted by Chicago Delegation. 

I. In order for the convention to properly judge the united 
front in Chicago it is essential to know the total efforts upon 
our Party as a whole. These constitute a great victory for the 
Workers Party. By and large the united front in Chicago 
was a most valuable experience for our organization. For one 
thing, it was the means through which was launched the great 
amalgamation movement. This movement made a definite 
factor of the Workers Party industrially. It showed to the 
working class of this country that our organization alone has 
a practical program for solidifying the ranks of the workers 
upon the industrial field. It put us ideologically in the lead 
of the revolutionary and progressive forces thruout the trade 
union movement. Besides this great advantage to us on the 
industrial field, the united front in Chicago contributed enorm- 
ously to giving us our present position as the real leaders of 
the labor party movement. It was because of our united front 
arrangement with the Farmer-Labor Party that we were able 
to develop the strong national movement which culminated in 
our participation in and control of the July 3—5 convention. 
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At this gathering was born the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, 
which now serves as the basis for our labor party activities 
nationally. That convention convinced the whole labor move- 
ment that we are a factor which has to be reckoned with in the 
labor party movement. In addition to giving us a favorable 
opportunity to launch our national industrial and political pro- 
grams, the united front in Chicago also held many other 
advantages for us. One that may be mentioned was the 
organization of the Labor Defense Council, which had the full 
backing of our united front allies and which was largely respon- 
sible for the great support of and the educational effects which 
came from the Michigan trials. Another was the death thrust 
given to the movement of protest against the trials of the 
Social Revolutionists in Moscow, when the Chicago Federation 
of Labor unanimously defeated a resolution protesting to the 
Soviet Government, and which was aimed to be the opening gun 
in a big national campaign among the trado unions on this 
matter. Another benefit for us from the Chicago united front 
was the strong and constant support given the recognition of 
Soviet Russia and the movement to relieve the great famine. 
Taken together, therefore, the various movements growing out 
of the united front in Chicago were of tremendous significance 
and value to our Party. 

2. Another fundamental, which it is essential to know about 
the united front in Chicago, is that, in all its important aspects, 
the Chicago united front was a national situation. As such, it 
was strictly under the control and direction of the Central 
Executive Committee of the Workers Party. It was thru the 
Chicago united front that the Party was handling its most vital 
industrial and political connections and programs, and man- 
oeuvering them upon a national scale. Every important move 
that was made, was either initiated or endorsed by the Central 
Executive Committee, which was constantly in full touch with 
the whole situation for the almost two years that it lasted. In 
view of these facts the District Executive Committee cannot bo 
held fully responsible for the united front, as has been attempted 
by the critics of that committee. Whatever the praise or hlumn 
may be due as the result of its achievements and failures, must 
be shared heavily by the Central Executive Committee, which 
controlled the situation directly. 

3. In reviewing the activities of the District Executive Com- 
mittee in carrying out the united front policy In Chicago, as 
understood and accepted by the Central Executive Committal* 
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wo find that Committee to be substantially correct. Some mis- 
takes were made, but these were all of a minor character and 
in no considerable measure influenced the final outcome of the 
situation. Criticism of these mistakes is strictly in order, for 
only by such criticism can we improve our conceptions and 
methods. This criticism, however, should not take on a defeatist 
character or obscure the tremendous advantages won by our 
Party by the Chicago United Front. 

4. The criticism is made that, “while everywhere in the 
country the results of the July 3rd Conference immensely 
strengthened our influence, in Chicago the reverse was true.” 
This statement is untrue. In the agreement between the major- 
ity and the minority regarding the November theses, the major- 
ity definitely agreed that had the split not occurred that we 
would have been more favorably situated thruout the country. 
The reason the bad effects of the split were felt more severely 
in Chicago was that that was the storm center of the struggle, 
and the stronghold of the Farmer-Labor Party. 

5. The majority resolution attempts to explain the severity 
of the split in Chicago by charging that the District Executive 
Committee failed to build our Party as an independent power. 
But this charge is untrue. The truth is that, particularly in 
the industrial work, the Fitzpatrick group was practically 
ignored. In the case of the historic amalgamation resolution, 
which brought the whole Gompers machine into action against 
the Chicago Federation of Labor, the heads of that organization 
were not even consulted about the advisability of introducing 
that resolution. Deeming the time ripe for such a proposition, 
the resolution was simply drafted and brought in by the Chi- 
cago comrades, chances being taken as to whatever fight might 
develop over it. The same was true of every other measure 
introduced by them in the Chicago Federation of Labor. Not 
one went in by agreement. In the case of the protest against 
the raid upon the Bridgeman convention, the resolution putting 
the Chicago Federation of Labor on record in support of the 
defense, was introduced in the face of official opposition. 
Another typical instance of independent industrial policy car- 
ried on as against the Fitzpatrick group was found in the case 
of the general labor party referendum sent out by the Trade 
Union Educational League. The first thing the leaders of the 
Farmer-Labor Party knew of this matter, which they con- 
sidered of the most vital importance to their organization, was 
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when it appeared in print. They were so bitter over it that 
they almost broke the united front. If this policy was wrong, 
the Central Executive Committee must stand the criticism for 
it, because it was fully informed of what was going on and 
made no objection. 

6. The further charge is made “that the united front in Chi- 
cago remained on the surface” and “was not sufficiently im- 
bedded in the depths of the masses of the workers,” because it 
was “established with the Fitzpatrick group of leaders.” That 
the united front remained upon the surface- was decidedly not 
true, altho it was certainly true that the great masses had not 
been entirely won away from their “progressive” leaders. But 
this process was going on rapidly. Sufficient proof of this was 
to be found in the Chicago district where, until the break 
occurerd, the influence of our Party among the masses was in- 
creasing by leaps and bounds. This was shown by the grow- 
ing number of our delegates in the Chicago Federation of Labor 
and the various labor party and other conferences, as well as 
by the constantly more friendly reception by the masses of all 
our slogans and movements. The Chicago District was sinking 
its roots deeply and rapidly in the basic soil of the labor organ- 
izations. As for the national situation the demonstration that 
the charge is untrue that the united front was being carried 
on simply with the leaders, is furnished by the tremendous out- 
pouring of rank and file delegates at the famous July 3 — 5 
convention, and by the profoundly rank-and-file character of the 
amalgamation movement everywhere. 

7. Another criticism that is invalid is the charge that the 
District Executive Committee “accepted the leadership of Fitz- 
patrick as an unquestionable fact and never attempted to assume 
leadership for the Communists.” The truth is just the reverse. 
Especially in the Chicago Federation of Labor the ideological 
leadership had largely passed into the hands of the Communists. 
Amalgamation, the defense of the Michigan cases, the recog- 
nition of Soviet Russia, and the concept of the labor party to 
include all political groups, as well as many other movements, 
were distinctly Communist policies and openly recognized as 
such by the Federation. The leadership in the struggle for 
these measures was always taken by the Communists, with the 
Fitipa^rick. group taking no active part in the discussions. 
There was a standing instruction to the Party’s delegates in the 
Federation that in presenting any measures to that body they 
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should always point out the limitations of them and to call atten- 
tion to the full revolutionary program. To say they “neither 
in the measures which they advocated nor in the fight for them 
was there an essential diffierence between the Fitzpatrick group 
and the District Committee of Chicago,” is a complete mis- 
representation of the actual situation. 

8. In the majority resolution, the following single sentence 
is cited from Organizer Swabeck’s report on June 10th Conven- 
tion of the Cook County Labor Party: “We had decided and 
did pursue the method of as much as possible following the 
lead of the national officers of the Farmer-Labor Party and 
mainly stressed the necessity of unity.” The rest of the report, 
as well as the facts of the convention, show that the Workers 
Party followed its own policy and made its own fight. The 
critical test was when the Workers Party submitted its own 
resolution demanding that the labor party include all political 
groups. The Rodriguez-Ernest group, or right-wing of the 
Farmer-Labor Party then submitted an amendment demand- 
ing the exclusion of the Workers Party from the July 3-5 Con- 
vention. This amendment was supported by the left-wing group 
of the Farmer-Labor Party, the Fitzpatrick-Buck-Nockels 
group. Thereupon the Workers Party made a motion to lay 
the amendment on the table, which was carried. In the July 
3-5 Convention the Workers Party carried out exactly the same 
policy by laying on the table a similar motion presented by 
Rodriguez. The report by which they attempt to convict the 
District Executive Committee of being followers of Fitzpatrick, 
is a report that proves the opposite of the contention of the 
majority resolution. 

9. The majority resolution declares that the District Com- 
mittee in its practice did not direct any criticism against the 
Fitzpatrick group. This was largely true. But in so doing 
the District Committee merely followed the policy which the 
Central Executive Committee is following in Minnesota, Detroit 
and everywhere else where we have some semblance of a united 
front. If this policy was wrong, the Central Executive Com- 
mittee was entirely responsible, because it was fully advised 
for a year and a half duration of the united front in Chicago 
and never called upon the District Committee to criticise Fitz- 
patrick, nor upon the Trade Union Educational League to 
criticise him until the crisis over the July 3-5 Convention. The 
Central Executive Committee’s policy towards Fitzpatrick was 
the same as it now is towards Mahoney. Since the July 3-5 


split, the Chicago comrades have waged a bitter fight against 
the Fitpatrick group. No body of Communists in America are 
confronted with so intense a struggle. Charges of weakness or 
timidity in this fight are totally unfounded, especially in view 
of the fact that the Central Executive Committee took definite 
action to prevent the fight in the Federation from developing 
to the point of intensity where it would be an actual menace to 
our Party nationally. 

10. The majority resolution falsely accuses the District 
Executive Committee that it considered that “the fight against 
the yellow Internationals was not timely,” because it com- 
plained against the May Day leaflet. This is entirely untrue. 
The District Executive Committee took the position that the 
May Day leaflet was incorrectly drawn up, because it laid down 
the struggle against Amsterdam as the basis for the united 
front, in exactly the same manner as amalgamation and other 
issues of everyday struggle. It is entirely to falsify the issue 
to state that the Central Executive Committee only asked the 
District Executive Committee to carry on a propaganda; the 
manifesto was addressed to “all labor unions,” etc., and def- 
initely laid down the struggle against Amsterdam as the basis 
for the united front. When the Central Executive Committee 
later explained that they did not mean what the manifesto said, 
the entire controversy was closed. And in spite of its correct 
criticism of the May Day leaflet, the District Committee, in a 
spirit of Communist discipline, did distribute the leaflets sent 
them to the number of 25,000 copies. 

11. It is stated in the majority resolution that the District 
Executive Committee sent out a letter to the membership in 
which it was urged that the fight for the Federated Farmer- 
Labor Party be not started immediately in the unions con- 
trolled by the Fitzpatrick group, but that efforts be concen- 
trated on other local unions. It is further stated that the 
Central Executive Committee had to correct this policy. But 
this is inexact. The fact is the District Executive Committee 
corrected the policy itself within three days. Its letter to New 
York, stating the correction of the policy crossed en route the 
letter of the Central Executive Committee, ordering that the 
policy be changed. The effect of such a mistake upon the gen- 
eral outcome of the united front in Chicago was insignificant, 
and the same is true of the few others by the District Executive 
Committee. 

12. The criticism that the District Executive Committee had 
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too much confidence in the Fitzpatrick group will not bear in- 
vestigation. An interesting proof of this is that it was the 
District Executive Committee and its active members who, in 
the critical weeks preceedirig the July 3rd convention, warned 
the Central Executive Committee repeatedly that the Fitz- 
patrick group were weakening very badly and that the greatest 
care had to be exercised in order to avoid a break with them. 

ey recommended and urged that more systematic and careful 
negotiations be carried on with the Farmer-Labor Party, and 
that to this end a committee be kept in Chicago to keep in 'close 
touch with the delicate situation. Those recommendations were 
not concurred in by the Central Executive Committee, which 
shows great laxity and carelessness in handling the negotiations 
with the Farmer-Labor Party. 

13. The charge that the District Executive Committee and 
the comrades in Chicago have not sufficiently criticised the Fitz- 
patrick group since the July 3-5 Convention hardly merits 
refutation. Almost every meeting of the Chicago Federation 
of Labor since the convention has been marked by the bitterest 
struggles between the Communists and the Fitzpatrick and re- 
actionary groups. The fight reached such a point, we repeat, 
that the Central Executive Committee itself had to intervene 
and tell the Chicago comrades that they should slacken in their 
opposition to Fitzpatrick in the Chicago Federation of Labor. 

14. Two most important conclusions to be drawn from the 
united front in Chicago are the following: 

1st. The principles of the united front laid down by the 
Communist International were proved by the Chicago united 
front to be practical and effective instruments for the Workers 
Party in the American class struggle. The Chicago united 
front resulted in advantages of first magnitude to the Workers 
Party nationally. 

2nd. In carrying out the policies of the Central Executive 
Committee the tactics of the District Executive Committee were 
substantially correct. Some mistakes were made, as noted 
above, but these were of a minor character and had little or no 


Convention Action. 

The Chicago delegation resolution was adopted by a vote of 
37 for and 15 against. 
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PROGRAM OF THE WORKERS PARTY 
OF AMERICA 

That the program adopted by the 2nd National Conven- 
tion be adopted by the 3rd National Convention without change. 

The capitalist world, which in 1914 boasted of its great wealth, 

of its gigantic powers of production, of its smoothly running 
system of buisness, of the power and security of its government, 
is sinking into decay. 

Hundreds of billions of wealth have been destroyed by the 
Great War. The financial structure of many European coun- 
tries is nearing the point of collapse. Industries produce halt- 
ingly or have come to a stop altogether. The capitalist gov- 
ernments try one trick after the other to maintain their power 
in the face of the wrath of the suffering masses. 

The victorious and vanquished countries of the world war 
present a picture that is different only in the degree of the 
suffering and misery which is the lot of the workers. Cen- 
tral Europe is a mass of hungry men, women and children. In 
England, France and Italy an army of workers numbering mil- 
lions in each instance have no work and daily come closer to the 
same conditions. In the United States great strikes expressing 
the resistance of the workers to the capitalist effort to lower 
their standard of living follow one upon the other. The war 
clouds still hover over the world and threaten again to engulf 
mankind in the abyss of bloodshed and destruction. 

Soviet Russia alone has freed itself from the forces of destruc- 
tion, which are inherent in the capitalist system and which 
threaten the destruction of civilization. In Soviet Russia the 
foundation has been laid for the new social order and there is 
being erected that structure which will forever free mankind 
from the suffering, bloodshed and destruction of the capitalist 
system. 

The Class Struggle. 

The whole capitalist system of production rests upon the rob- 
bery and enslavement of the workers. In the United States the 
Morgans, the Rockefellers, the Schwabs, the railroad kings, the 
coal barons, the industrial magnates own the means of produc- 
tion and the workers cannot secure work without their consent. 
They are unable to earn the means of buying food, clothing and 
homes to live in without the permission of these financial and 
industrial' kings. The owners of capital are so many czars and 
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kaisers, each with a group of workers ranging from a few 
hundred to tens of thousands whose right to life they hold in 
their hands thru their control of the workers’ opportunity to 
earn a living. 

The condition on which the workers are permitted to work is 
the enrichment of the capitalists. They must work for wages 
which will leave in the hands of the railroad kings, the coal 
barons, and industrial magnates a large share of what they 
produce or otherwise they are denied employment. They must 
add more millions to Rockefeller’s billions, they must create new 
hundreds of millions for Morgan, they must add to the swollen 
fortunes of the financial and industrial lords of the country. 

In the Declaration of Independence, a document underlying the 
institutions of the country, it was laid down as a principle that 
all men are endowed with certain inalienable rights, and “that 
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

These rights do not exist for the thirty million American wage 
workers and their families. The workers of this country are in- 
dustrial slaves. They cannot work and earn a living without 
the consent of the capitalists. That consent is given only upon 
the conditions that they make the capitalists richer. 

It is the struggle against these conditions which is continually 
breaking out in strikes. The history of this country during the 
last half century is full of examples of the rebellion of the work- 
ers. The capitalists continually seek to secure greater profits 
for themselves, while the workers struggle to improve the con- 
ditions of their life by forcing the capitalists to pay higher 
wages and to grant better working conditions. The result is 
the class-struggle which manifests itself on all sides in the 
United States. 

The great strikes at Pullman, Homestead, McKees Rocks, 
Lawrence, Mass., Ludlow, Colo., Calumet, Mich., Messaba Range, 
the steel strike and the miners’ strike of 1919 the West Virginia 
miners’ strike, are all but outstanding incidents in the class 
struggle, which is being fought daily in every industrial center 
in the United States. 

Since the end of the few months of prosperity for the financial 
and industrial magnates, which followed the close of the war, 
the capitalists have been fighting to put upon the working people 
of this country the burden of the destruction of wealth during 
the war. They are endeavoring to make the working people, 
who paid the cost of the war in blood, pay also for the destruc- 
tion and waste of the war in a lower standard of living. They 
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are trying to make the working people pay by forcing them to 
work for lower wages and longer hours. 

The result has been that the struggle between the workers 
and the financial lords and industrial magnates has grown even 
more bitter. The workers are fighting against a lower standard 
of living. They refuse to eat poorer food, to wear poorer 
clothes, to live in poorer homes, to have less opportunity for the 
education of their children. The garment workers’ strike, the 
miners’ strike, the railroad shopmen’s strike, the textile workers’ 
strike, are evidence of the resistance of the workers to a bitter 
industrial slavery, resistance which has found expression in such 
open, violent clashes as the armed struggle in West Virginia 
and at Herrin, 111. 

The mass power of the exploited class is its strongest weapon 
in this struggle against the capitalists. If during the strike of 
the coal miners, the railroad shopmen, and the textile workers, 
the whole working class had united in mass meetings and mass 
demonstrations against the use of the courts and soldiers in 
the strikes, they could have, through such mass pressure, com- 
pelled the government to withdraw the troops and recall the in- 
junctions. 

When in 1916 the railroad workers, through the threat of 
general strike, compelled the Congress to pass the Adamson 
eight-hour day law, they demonstrated the strength of the direct 
mass power of the workers. 

The West Virginia miners who marched into Mingo County 
to compel the coal barons and their armed thugs to respect the 
rights guaranteed the miners under the constitution and the 
laws of West Virginia and the nation made use of their mass 
power to establish these rights. 

The conflict between the workers and the capitalists cannot 
be harmonized or compromised while the railroad kings, the coal 
barons and the industrial magnates own and control the fac- 
tories, mines, mills and railroads. It can only be ended by 
abolishing the capitalist system. 

The Workers Party will enter into every struggle involving 
the interests of the exploited class and through its slogans and 
programs of action will endeavor to develop the mass power of 
the workers. It will seek to unite ever greater numbers of 
workers in a common struggle so that each struggle will come 
to be, not a struggle of a small group of workers against a 
. section of the capitalist class, but a struggle of the working class 
against the capitalist class. 
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The Government. 

In the struggle between the workers and the industrial mag- 
nates, the coal barons and the railroad kings, the government is 
openly on the side of the capitalists. 

The miners of West Virginia, fighting for the right to or- 
ganize against the armed thugs of the coal barons, were forced 
into submission by the army acting under the orders of the Fed- 
eral Government. 

The railroad workers have had worse working conditions and 
reductions of wages forced upon them by the Railway Labor 
Board, created by the United States government to help the 
capitalists beat the workers into submission. This Board has 
shown the bankruptcy of capitalism in the declaration, that the 
railroads cannot pay “a living wage,” thus also placing all the 
power of the government behind the capitalist drive to force 
down the wages of the workers below the point of a decent 
existence. • 

In the miners’ strike and the shopmen’s strike, the Harding 
administration used all its power to break the strike. The 
States Governments filled the strike centers with soldiers to in- 
timidate the workers and force them back to work. 

Courts everywhere are issuing injunctions against strikers. 
In Kansas an Industrial Court denies the workers the right to 
strike at all. The Supreme Court, through the decision in the 
Coronado case, gives the capitalists a club with which to destroy 
any union which dares strike for better wages and working con- 
ditions. Through the Daugherty injunction the government 
swept aside all the rights of the workers with one stroke of the 
pen of a capitalist judge. 

Government officials conspire with the exploiters of labor to 
put militant leaders of the working class movement in prison. 
The Mooney frame-up, the Sacco-Vanzetti prosecution and a 
score of similar cases show how the government workers in close 
co-operation with the employers to rid them of individuals and 
movements threatening their interests. 

The capitalist state, that is, the existing government, muni- 
cipal, state and national, is the organized power of the capitalist 
class for suppression of the exploited and oppressed workers. 
A democratic president, Cleveland, used federal troops against 
the Pullman strikers; a republican president, Roosevelt, 
threatened the hard coal miners with the iron fist of the govern- 
ment in 1902; another democratic president, Wilson, used all 
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the governmental power, from courts to soldiers, against the 
steel workers and coal miners in 1919; and the republican presi- 
dent, Harding, did the same in the miners’ and shopmens’ strikes 
of 1922. 

The workers cannot wage a successful struggle against cap- 
italist exploitation and oppression, while the government re- 
mains in control of the capitalists. The Workers Party there- 
fore declares that the class struggle is a political struggle, a 
struggle for the governmental power. 






Imperialism. 

The government of the United States is not only an instru- 
ment of aggression against the workers in the class struggle in 
this country. It is also the instrument through which the 
capitalists fight their battles against the competing capitalists of 
other countrios. 

In the United States capitalism has reached a high degree 
of development. At this stage of development capitalism pro- 
duces, goods, predominantly tools, machinery, rails, locomotives, 
the products of iron and steel, which under the conditions of 
capitalist production must be hold in foreign markets. Coin- 
cident with this development of capitalism it becomes increas- 
ingly difficult for the capitalists to invest their new capital 
profitably in home industry. In order to prevent the break- 
down of the whole capitalist system, the capitalists must sell 
their surplus goods and find profitable investment for their sur- 
plus capital. They are also faced with the need of finding new 
sources of raw material for the highly developed capitalist in- 
dustries. These needs produce the policy of imperialism and 
have developed American imperialism. 

American capital has been invested in Mexican mines and oil 
fields. It is being used to exploit the resources of China. It is 
invested in loans to the countries of West Indies, Central and 
South America. These investments create markets for the sur- 
plus products of American industry as well as profitable use for 
the new capital created for the capitalists by the exploited 
American workers. 

The power of the government is openly used by the financial 
lords of Wall Street to open up weaker countries for thoHO In- 
vestments and to protect the investments. 

Since the Spanish-American war, in which thin country 
aepuired the Philipines and Porto Rico, American Imperialism, 
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"hi *11 ii i Diplomacy,” has overthrown the governments of Haiti 
mill Hanto Domingo and subjected the people of those countries 
lo the bitterest oppression in order to safeguard the loans of 
Wall Street. Nicaragua has been reduced to vassalage. Cuba is 
a protectorate of the United States in the interests of the Sugar 
Trusts. The Mexican government is coerced to agree in the 
interests of oil and banking capital. 

The World War, which drenched Europe in blood and in which 
millions of workers lost their lives, was the consequence of the 
imperialist rivalry between the capitalist governments of the 
world. 

Although capitalism still lies shattered as a result of that 
war, a new imperialist struggle is already under way, which 
points to a new war and greater suffering and misery for the 
masses of the world. 

After the Washington conference the imperialists of the world 
endeavored to harmonize their differences through division of 
the loot of the Pacific in order that they might reduce the burden 
of naval armament. This conference has, however, proven a 
complete fiasco and already the nations participating in it are 
repudiating its decisions. In spite of all this conference could 
do, the United States is still in conflict with England over the 
division of the oil fields of the world and the rivalry between 
the United States and Japan constantly grows sharper. 

The necessity which compelled the capitalists of each nation 
to hurl tens of millions of men into the death struggle upon 
the European battlefields has not been abolished. Driven by 
the same necessity, the American capitalists are using the gov- 
ernmental power to advance their interests in all parts of the 
world. 

Imperialism with all its horrible consequences in the crippling 
and maiming and killing of the workers and the great destruc- 
tion of wealth can only be ended through the workers wresting 
the power of the government from the hands of the capitalists. 


Election Campaign and American Democracy. 

The Workers Party will not foster the illusion, as is done 
by the yellow Socialists and Reformists that the workers can 
achieve their emancipation from the oppression and exploitation 
of capitalism through the election of a majority of the members 
of the legislative bodies of the capitalist government and the 
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executive officials of that government, and by using the exist- 
ing government to establish the new social order. 

The Constitution of the United States was so drafted as to 
protect the interests of the exploiters of the workers. The mer- 
chants, the bankers, and land-owners of 1787 wrote into the Con- 
stitution provisions which they hoped would forever protect the 
interests of their class. 

A majority of the people of the United States cannot change 
the Constitution. The vote of two-thirds of the members of the 
legislators of three-fourths of the states is required to pass a 
constitutional amendment. One-fourth of the states, in which 
there may live only one-fortieth of the population can prevent 
any change of the fundamental law of the land. 

The Constitution contains a series of checks and balances 
which are intended to make it impossible for a majority anta- 
gonistic to the ruling class to make its will effective. The mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives are elected every two 
years, the President every four years, the members of the Senate 
every six years, so that a complete change of the government 
can be made only through elections spread over six years. The 
Senate has a veto over the decisions of the House, the President 
can veto the actions of both bodies, and over and above the 
House, the Senate and the President stands the Supreme Court, 
which can nullify laws which all three unite in passing. 

The character of the Constitution as a document intended to 
protect the bankers and industrial magnates of the country has 
been made clear in many decisions under its provisions. Child 
labor laws, laws regulating hours of labor, and protecting the 
life and health of the workers, and minimum wage laws have 
been declared void. A weapon to strike down organized labor 
has been found in its clauses as shown in the Coronado decision. 

In addition to the protection which the Constitution gives to 
the coal barons, railroad kings, and the industrial and financial 
lords, millions of workers are disfranchised in this country 
through naturalization laws. Hundreds of thousands of citizens 
cannot vote because of residential qualifications, which through 
the necessity of earnings a living make is impossible for them 
to comply with. 

The capitalists control thousands of newspapers thru which 
they shape the ideas of the masses in their interests; they con- 
trol the schools, the colleges, the pulpits, the moving-picture 
theatres, all of which are part of the machinery through which 
the capitalists shape the minds of the workers. 
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Wlum It Herves their purpose the capitalists do not hesitate to 
i t poll members of the legislative bodies elected by working class 
voles. 'Phis was done in the case of the Socialist members of the 
Cleveland City Council and a member of the School Board of 
that city. These representatives, elected by the workers, were 
expelled in violation of all law to stifle their protests against 
the imperialist war. The expulsion of the Socialist assembly- 
men of New York state is a case of similar character. 

Under these conditions to talk of “democracy” is to throw 
sand into the eyes of the workers. The much-talked of “Amer- 
ican democracy” is a fraud. Such formal democracy as is writ- 
ten into the Constitution and the laws of the country is camou- 
flaged to hide the real character of the dictatorship of the 
capitalists. 

While recognizing the impossibility of the workers winning 
their emancipation thru use of the machinery of the existing 
government, the Workers Party realizes the importance of 
election campaigns in developing the political consciousness of 
the working class. The first step toward revolutionary political 
action by the working class must be made thru independent 
political action by the workers in election campaigns. The 
Workers Party will therefore participate in election campaigns 
and use them for propaganda and agitation to develop the polit- 
ical consciousness of the workers. 

It will endeavor to rally the workers to use their power to 
make real the rights which the fraudulent American democracy 
denies them. It will use them to carry on the struggle for the 
right of labor to create a revolutionary political party and for 
such an organization to function openly in the political life of 
the country. 

The Workers Party will also nominate its candidates and 
enter into election campaigns to expose the fraudulent character 
of capitalist democracy and to carry on the propaganda for the 
soviets. It will use the election campaigns to rally the workers 
for mass political demands upon the capitalist state. Its candi- 
dates, when elected to office, will use the forums of the legis- 
lative bodies for the same purpose. 

The Labor Party. 

The open use of the governmental power against the workers 
and farm laborers, tenant farmers and working farmers of this 
country has developed a wide-spread movement for the forma- 
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tion of a labor party. This movement is an expression of the 
awakening class consciousness of the American workers. 

The Workers Party favors the formation of a labor party — a 
working-class political party, independent of, and opposed to all 
capitalist political parties. It will make every effort to hasten 
the formation of such a party and to effect admittance to it ns 
an autonomous section. 

The mighty centralization of power of the government of the 
United States, which was brought about by the war, the of- 
fensive of the capitalist class, which resulted from the economic 
crisis, make it necessary for the workers to defend themselves 
politically. The change in the wages of the skilled and un- 
skilled workers have brought them nearer to the same condi- 
tions of life, the taking away of the privileges of the “aristo- 
cracy” of labor by the capitalist power, the assimilation of the 
foreign born, the organization of the alien workers as militant 
trade unionists, have for the first time in the history of the 
American lobar movement produced a uniformity of the work- 
ing class which makes possible the organization of a labor party. 

A real labor party cannot be formed without the labor unions 
and organizations of exploited farmers, tenant farmers and 
farm laborers must be included. The Workers Party will direct 
its propaganda and educational work to the end of arousing a 
mass sentiment of the labor party in the labor unions to secure 
the formation of such a party. 

Labor Unions. 

The division of the organized workers into craft unions is 
one of the greatest obstacles to the progress of the workers in 
this country against capitalism. 

During the past two years organized labor has been dealt 
many heavy blows by the employers, who are bent on destroying 
or at least weakening so as to make ineffective the organization 
of the workers. In spite of this desperate struggle, each craft 
has fought alone. There has been no united resistance, no solid 
united front against the industrial kings, who are striving to 
reduce the wages and make worse the working conditions of the 
workers. The example of the seven railroad shop unionH, strik- 
ing while nine other railroad unions continued to servo the rail- 
road kings and help them to whip their fellow workers Ih but 
one striking example of a situation which exists everywhere in 
the ranks* of organized labor in this country. 
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In addition to the weakness of the craft form of organiza- 
tion the labor unions suffer from a fundamental error of policy. 
In place of waging a class struggle to free themselves from the 
grip of the capitalists they have pursued the policy of attempt- 
ing to come to an agreement with the capitalists on the basis of 
“a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work.” 

No such compromise with capitalism can be permanent. The 
hunger of the capitalists for greater profits drives them to seek 
to lower the standard of living of the workers when they have 
the upper hand. On the other hand when the workers are in 
strong position their need and their desire for more of the 
good things they produce results in greater demands upon the 
capitalists. 

The gain of the workers during the war time scarcity of 
labor and their present losses indicate the futility of the hope 
that the class struggle can be settled thru a compromise. 

The labor unions must be revolutionized; they much be won 
for the class struggle against capitalism; they must be inspired 
with a new solidarity and united to fight a common battle. The 
existing craft unions must be amalgamated and powerful indus- 
trial unions created in each industry. The reactionary official 
bureaucracy of the unions must be supplanted by the shop dele- 
gates system. 

The Workers Party declares one of its chief immediate tasks 
to be to inspire in the labor unions a revolutionary purpose and 
to unite them in a mass movement of uncompromising struggle 
against capitalism. It will use all the resources at its command 
to educate the organized workers to an understanding of the 
necessity of amalgamation of the craft unions into industrial 
unions. 

This end cannot be achieved if the revolutionary workers 
/ leave the existing unions to form feeble dual organizations. 
The work of transforming the labor unions must be carried on 
inside of the existing unions. The members of the Workers 
Party will carry on their work within the existing unions to 
awaken the spirit of the class struggle and to bring about a 
reconstruction of the organization form so as to make of the 
unions powerful organized centers of the workers’ struggle 
against capitalism. 

The Workers Party declares its support of the Red Labor 
International and adopts as its program for the struggle within 
the unions the theses of the Red Labor International on the 
American Labor Unions. 
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The Working Farmer and Farm Laborer. 

The struggle of the farm laborers is the same struggle in 
which the industrial workers are engaged. It is a struggle 
against those who exploit them thru low wages and hard work- 
ing conditions. The Workers Party will seek to organize the 
farm laborers into unions of agricultural workers and to unite 
them with their brothers in the industrial centers for the com- 
mon struggle against capitalism. 

While the exploitation of the working farmer is not so 
apparent, he suffers in the grip of the same enemy who robs 
the industrial workers of the cities. The bank, which holds the 
mortgage on his land, the railroad which transports his pro- 
duct, the grain elevator or the commission house which he must 
use in marketing his products represent the tentacles of the 
same capitalist system which is robbing the industrial workers. 

The interests of the working farmers, tenant farmers and 
farm laborers are linked together with those of the exploited 
industrial workers and it is the aim of the Workers Party to 
arouse them to a consciousness of this and to unite them with 
the industrial workers in a common struggle against their com- 
mon exploiter. 

The Negro Worker. 

The Negro workers of this country are exploited and oppres- 
sed more ruthlessly than any other group. The history of the 
Southern Negro is the history of brutal terrorism, of persecu- 
tion and murder. 

During the war tens of thousands of Southern Negroes were 
brought to the industrial centers of the North to supply the 
needs of the employers for cheap labor. In the Northern in- 
dustrial cities the Negro has found the same bitter discrimina- 
tion as in the South. The attack upon the Negroes of East 
St. Louis, Illinois, the riot in Chicago are examples of the 
additional burden of oppression which is the lot of the Negro 
workers. 

Although the influx of Negro workers in the Northern indus- 
trial centers has laid the foundation for a mass movement of 
Negroes who are industrial workers, because of neglect of this 
'problem by organized labor little progress has been made in 
organization of these industrial workers. The Negro lias des- 
paired of aid from organized labor, and ho has boon driven 
either into the camp of the enemies of labor, or has been com- 
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polled to develop purely racial organizations which seek purely 
racial aims. 

The Workers Party will support the Negroes in their struggle 
for liberation and will help them in their fight for economic, 
political and educational equality. It will seek to end the 
policy of discriminaton followed by some labor unions and all 
other discriminations against the Negro. It will endeavor to 
destroy altogether the barrier of race prejudice that has been 
used to keep apart the black and white workers and to weld 
them into a solid union for the struggle against the capitalists 
who exploit and oppress them. 


Soviets, or Workers’ Councils. 

The experience of the workers in the struggle against capital- 
ism has proven that the workers cannot take over the ready- 
made machinery of the Capitalist government and use this ma- 
chinery to build up a Communist society. The form of organ- 
ization of the existing government, constitutional basis, its laws, 
the bureaucracy which has been built up over a century cannot 
be used by the workers. They are all of a character to aid the 
capitalists in the struggle against the workers and cannot be 
transformed into instruments of struggle of the workers against 
the capitalists. 

The workers’ revolution in Russia, Hungary, Bavaria, the 
revolutionary struggle in Germany, all show that the Soviets or 
Workers Councils are the organizations of the workers’ power 
which in time of crisis arise naturally out of the previous 
struggles and experiences of the workers. 

The Soviets are first constituted through delegates elected by 
the workers in the factories and labor unions. They are com- 
parable to a general strike council, which might arise in the case 
of a strike embracing all the workers of a city. The local coun- 
cils are federated in state or district councils and these in a 
national council, or Sivet, which is the supreme organ of the 
working class government. The Soviets carry on both the 
legislative and administrative work of the working class gov- 
ernment. 

The Workers Party will carry on propaganda to bring to 
the workers an understanding of the necessity of supplanting 
the existing capitalist government with a Soviet government. 
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The Dictatorship of the Proletariat. 

The existing capitalist government is a dictatorship of the 
capitalists. Today in the United States a comparatively small 
group of capitalist-financial and industrial kings, with head- 
quarters in Wall Street, control the government of the United 
States, of the states and municipalities. Through the capitalist 
government this group of financial and industrial kings enforce 
their will upon the thirty million workers and their families. 

While part of the workers are granted the hollow mockery 
of voting, they find that whether they vote for the Republican 
or Democratic candidate, in time of struggle the government is 
always on the side of the financial and industrial kings. 

The Soviet government of the workers will, because of the 
same necessity— the necessity of suppressing the capitalists— be 
a dictatorship of the workers. The government expressing the 
will of the thirty million workers will openly use its power in 
the interest of the workers and against the capitalists. 

The Goal of the Proletarian Dictatorship. 

It will be the task of the government of the thirty million 
workers of this country to take from the capitalists the control 
and ownership of the raw materials and machinery of produc- 
tion upon which the workers are dependent for their life, liberty 
and happiness and to establish collective ownership. 

Together with this collective ownership the Workers Govern- 
ment will as quickly as possible develop the management of the 
industries by the workers. 

Through the establishment of this Communist system of in- 
dustry the exploitation and oppression of the workers will be 
ended. As the power of the capitalists in industry wanes and 
Communism is established the struggle between the classes will 
disappear and the dictatorship of the Proletariat will become 
unnecessary and will cease to function. The government will 
become an instrument for administration of industry and the 
full, free Communist society will come into being. 

The International. 

The Workers Party accepts the principle that the claHM 
struggle for the emancipation of the working class is an inter- 
national struggle. The workers of Russia have been obliged to 
fight against the whole capitalist world in order to maintain 
their Soviet Government and to win the opportunity of re- 
building their system of production on a Communist basis. In 
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this struggle they have had the support of the enlightened 
workers of every country. 

The future struggles against capitalism will take the same 
character. In order to win the final victory in the struggle 
against world capitalism the working class of the world must 
be united under one leadership. 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORT. 

By Wm. Z. Foster 


The Economic Situation. 


The leadership in the international struggle which inspires 
hope in the hearts of the workers of the world and arouses fear 
in the capitalists of every country is the leadership of the Com- 
munist International. 

The Workers Party declares its sympathy with the principles 
of the Communist International and enters the struggle against 
American capitalism, the most powerful of the national groups, 
under the inspiration of the leadership of the Communist Inter- 
national. 

It rallies to the call: “ WORKERS OF THE WORLD 
UNITE.” 
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About 18 months ago American industry was entering into 
the full blush of a period of high production and general “pros- 
perity.” As this is written (December, 1923), the first unmis- 
takable signs of crisis are being registered. During the inter- 
vening time industry has been running at alnjost full blast, in 
the midst of a capitalist world that is visibljrtreaking up and 
disintegrating. Because this economic condition is fundamental 
to all work within the labor movement, a brief review of the 
period just passing and the indications for the coming year are 
important. 

The seeming prosperity of the period just ending was of an 
unsound nature. The main points in explanation of the instabil- 
ity of the passing period of prosperity (in addition to the in- 
evitable operations of the capitalist system which brings period- 
ical crises), can be summarized as follows: 

1. The revival was not based upon an extension of the mar- 
kets under control of American capitalism, but upon an unusual 
absorption of products in the domestic market in the way of 
replacements and extensions of equipment in industry and trans- 
portation. Contrary to expectations of a year and a half ago, 
the European market has not been of any great value to Amer- 
ican capitalism, due to the economic and financial collapse of 
European capitalism. The domestic absorption of products is 
exemplified in the building boom (building in 1922 running into 
millions of dollars, with 1923 not far behind), in the automobile 
industry, which reached a new high peak of production, and in 
the replacements and extensions of the railroads which have 
absorbed, along with building, much of the steel production of 
the country. 

2. This unprecedented boom, at a time when industry in most 
of the other capitalist countries is on the decline, has boon 
accompanied by an accelerated rate of combination among capi- 
talist interests. The copper, textile, oil, auto, meat-packing, 
steel, railroad, and finacial combinations have been enormously 
extended and strengthened. The benefits of this “prosperity” 
have, however, not expended to any considerable circles outside 
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of the larger capitalists. The workers have had their unions 
smashed, and while weekly wage earnings have slightly in- 
creased (now on the decline, however) the wage-rate per hour 
has been lowered and working conditions worsened. There has 
been no increase in the capacity of the workers to consume the 
products of their industry. 

3. The farmers have been systematically forced into bank- 
ruptcy during this very period of “prosperity.” The bankruptcy 
of the farmers is not figurative but actual. Thousands of them 
in the Northwest, men who traditionally pay their bills even if 
they have to starve and whose financial stability has made farm 
mortgages synonomous with complete security of investment in 
this country, are now resorting to bankruptcy courts in order to 
be relieved of debt and to be free to start all over again as 
tenants or as wage workers competing with the workers already 
in the cities. This bankruptcy of the farming system, occurring 
during the false prosperity period, is the cause of the political 
upheavals in the agrarian states. 

The peak of this abnormal “prosperity” has now been passed. 
Unemployment is beginning to be felt, and is increasing more 
and more rapidly. All signs point to a rapid decline in produc- 
tion and an extended period of depression. 

II. Failure of the Trade Unions. 

For the past sixty years the periods of economic revival have 
always been accompanied by a growth and extension of trade 
union organization. So consistent was this phenomena that it 
came to be looked upon as inevitable. Consequently when the 
latest era of prosperity began (March, 1922) trade union leaders 
and bourgeois economists quite generally jumped to the conclu- 
sion that the downward trend of trade unionism would stop and 
that the movement was due for thd customary period of expan- 
sion. They declared the “open shop” drive to be defeated. But 
we disputed these optimistic prophesies. More than a year ago 
we said, in a report to the Red International of Labor Unions, 
that those who counted upon the economic revival to also revive 
the trade unions would be disappointed. The reasons cited for 
this were, the militant character of the capitalist offensive, and 
the completely reactionary character of the bureaucracy that 
holds the trade unions in its power. We said: “Unless it mod- 
ernizes its thinking, tactics, and organization forms, the Amer- 
ican labor movement is in imminent danger of being wiped out.” 
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The past year has justified that analysis. The bureaucracy 
has done nothing to improve the structure of the unions, to or- 
ganize the unorganized, or to infuse the rank and file with a 
militant spirit to offset the growing power and aggressiveness 
of the capitalists. Consequently the trade unions have lost 
hundreds of thousands of members. According to the report of 
Secretary Morrison at the 1923 convention, the American Feder- 
ation of Labor lost 269,000 members in the past year. Thous- 
ands of local unions have surrendered their charters, particu- 
larly in the railroad industry. Even international craft unions 
have not been immune, as witnessed by the International Union 
of Timberworkers giving up the ghost. In the railroad industry 
the shop unions have been completely wiped out over whole 
sections of the country. In the mining industry newly-organized 
fields have been allowed to lapse again into the hands of non- 
union operators, and the organization morale is at the lowest 
ebb in years. Even in the needle trades the unions are suffering 
a great crisis regarding membership. The organizations in the 
other industries are in a similar condition. Thruout the labor 
movement it has been a year of retreat in the face of generally 
favorable economic conditions. With industrial activity now on 
the decline we can definitely say that the labor movement is 
faced with imminent danger, not only from the dry-rot which 
affects it internally but also from the big “open shop” drives 
left wing. It is our duty to block the right-wing efforts and 
of the employers which may be expected in the near future. 

III. The Campaign for Class Collaboration. 

In the face of this crisis, developments within the labor move- 
ment during the past year are characterized by two profound 
and opposing currents. On the one hand the masses, the rank 
and file of the unions, goaded on by the “open shop” drive and 
the lowered conditions of labor, are more and more striving to 
engage in struggle against their exploiters; witness the growing 
labor party movement, the amalgamation movement that has 
swept the trade unions, the various left-wing conferences and 
the growing left-wing press. On the other hand the bureauc- 
racy, the trade union officialdom with a small section of the* 
“aristocracy of labor,” out of fear of the struggle with the 
bosses and fear of the awakening membership, has boon moving 
to the right; it has been attempting to consolidate its position 
by alliances with the employers; witness the revival of insur- 


ance schemes, the iaTbor banking- mania, the collaboration 
schemes of Wm. H. Johnstone and his cohorts in the railroad 
shop unions, the expulsions and discriminations against the left 
wing, the “red menace" campaign with its appeals for help to 
the employers (typified in the Searles articles), and the official 
program of the Gompers family enunciated in the Portland 
convention by Gompers, Woll, Berry, Lewis, and others, the 
open advocacy of collaboration in all its forms. 

The result of these two profound and opposing currents is a 
deep cleavage within the labor movement itself. The struggle 
against the employing class demanded by the working masses, 
under pressure of the worsening conditions, is sabotaged by the 
officialdom of the unions. In order to find expression it must 
turn into a struggle against the bureaucrats who stand as the 
protectors of the interests of capitalism, and the obstacle to 
struggle for better conditions. The resulting conflict between 
“left” and “right,” now taking on ever larger proportions 
thruout the labor movement, is thus really the struggle within 
the labor movement, the working masses, on the one side and 
on the other the agents of capitalism entrenched within the 
ranks of labor. It is not a class struggle between factions of 
the labor movement; it is the class struggle itself, with the 
officials fighting the battle of the capitalist class. 

IV. Growth of the Left Wing. 

The unexampled development of the left wing in the Amer- 
ican trade unions, and its crystallization around definite pro- 
grams, slogans, and organizational forms upon a national scale 
(a development hitherto absent from American trade unionism), 
is the direct result of the severe economic pressure and of this 
cleavage between the officialdom of the trade unions, the bureau- 
crats, and the great masses of the working class. This cleav- 
age is for the first time becoming clear and distinct. The 
organization of the rank and file left-wing militants is crystal- 
lizing in the Trade Union Educational League. The League has 
established its local general groups in all the principal indus- 
trial centers, and its network of national industrial committees 
cover all the principal industries, such as Mining, Railroads, 
Textile, Clothing, Printing, Building, Metal, Food, Leather, etc. 
These industrial committees include all unions within their 
respective industries independent and American Federation of 
Labor alike. Contact with the revolutionary independent 
unions, as such, is established thru the Red International Com- 
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mittee. This organization is made up, on the otic hand, of the 
revolutionary minorities organized in the Trade Union Educa- 
tional League, and on the other hand of the revolutionary unions 
affiliated to or sympathetic with the Red International of Labor 
Unions. Already the left-wing has created the organizational 
forms necessary for complete functioning and co-ordination of 
all its forces in the labor movement as a whole. The task now 
before it is to fill in these forms and to rally the entiro left 
wing for the work in hand. 

Even at this incipient stage of its organization the left-wing 
movement in the trade unions has given ample demonstration 
of its power. This jk because the Communists have given it 
conscious leadership. We alone thruout the labor movement 
have a program. All the other tendencies are bankrupt. Strik- 
ing illustration of this has been given by the rapid spread of 
the amalgamation movement, especially in the railroad industry 
where it has swept thousands of local unions into its folds. 
Another outstanding manifestation of the power of the left- 
wing movement was evidenced at the convention of the Molders 
Union where, in spite of desperate resistance from the reac- 
tionary officialdom, the left wing under the leadership of a 
handful of avowed Communists, succeeded in putting this old 
and conservative organization on record for the labor party, 
amalgamation, the recognition of Soviet Russia, the organiza- 
tion of the unorganized, and various other campaigns and 
slogans of the Trade Union Educational League. 

V. The War with the Bureaucrats. 

The reactionary bureaucrats are not permitting this left- 
wing movement to spread save in spite of their most desperate 
opposition. Faithful to the interests of their masters, the capi- 
talists, they have launched a war to the knife, in all branches 
of the trade union movement, against the militant and revo- 
lutionary elements in the League. The attacks of the bureau- 
crats take on many forms. Democracy in the unions, so far as 
the left-wing individuals and programs are concerned, has been 
practically abolished. At the Portland convention, for example, 
when the questions of amalgamation, recognition of Soviet 
Russia, the Labor Party, etc., came up for consideration, scores 
of delegates voted against these measures in spite of the fact 
that their unions had gone on record definitely in favor of them. 
Moreover, there was the brutal expulsion of William F. Dunne. 
In the Railway Carmen’s Union, the General Executive Board 
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is illegally refusing to send out a referendum to the rank and 
file on the question of amalgamation, notwithstanding that a 
large number of locals, ten times as many as required by the 
constitution, have regularly demanded it. Everywhere the trade 
union press teems with denunciations of the Communists, one 
of the most notable incidents of this organized campaign of 
villification being the infamous series of articles sent forth to 
a gullible world by Ellis Searles, in the name of the United 
Mine Workers. In this organization Lewis and the other auto- 
crats are carrying on a war of extermination against the left 
wing. They did not hesitate to line up with the British Empire 
Steel Corporation in order to crush the revolutionary miners of 
District No. 26, Nova Scotia. They have expelled many active 
militants. But the war against the left wing has reached its 
climax in the needles trades, especially in the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. In this union, dominated by 
typical Amsterdam Socialists, the most contemptible practices 
are being indulged in. Revolutionists are being discriminated 
against and denied the right to hold office. Many have been 
slugged by the professional thugs in the employ of the union 
officials. Others have been expelled outright from the organiza- 
tion. Many have been blacklisted from the industry, the em- 
ployers co-operating eagerly with the reactionary union officials 
in this contemptible procedure. In Philadelphia the reaction- 
aries have practically destroyed the organization in their efforts 
to prevent the left wing from putting some real life and fighting 
spirit into it. From Gompers to Sigman it is a united front of 
all the reactionary officials with their capitalistic allies against 
the growing left wing. 

VI. The Task Before Us. 

The critical state of the American labor movement throws a 
tremendous task upon the revolutionary left wing. The trade 
union bureaucrats, faced by constantly increasing pressure from 
the employers, are now preparing to make a still more rapid 
retreat to the right. When the real struggle begins, as it will 
shortly, they will follow a policy of compromise and surrender. 
They will sacrifice the standards of living of the workers by 
accepting for them longer hours, lower wages, piece work, and 
generally worsened working conditions in industry. To prevent 
this further betrayal of the workers’ interests is the task of the 
to direct the masses to the left and the militant resistance 
against the employers. We must redouble our efforts to imbue 
the workers with a fighting spirit, to amalgamate their scat- 
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tered unions, and to induce them to take independent political 
action. We must carry on a ceaseless campaign for the organi- 
zation of the unorganized; for the labor movement will be 
practically helpless so long as millions of workers remain out- 
side of its folds. We must break down the national isolation 
of the American trade union movement, and bring it into the 
fold of the Red International of Labor Unions. Meanwhile we 
must seek, ever and always, to defeat the reactionary leaders 
now at the head of the movement and to replace them by revo- 
lutionaries, for so long as defenders of capitalism stand at the 
head of organized labor the workers’ cause will be constantly 
compromised and betrayed. But above all, we must bring home 
to the workers a clear Understanding of the futility of the capi- 
talist system and teach them that the only way out of their 
slavery is thru the proletarian revolution, thru the establish- 
ment of the Workers’ and Farmers’ Government. 

VII. The Party and the Unions. 

The strengthening and unification of the trade unions for the 
class struggle, and the conquest of these organizations for the 
program of Communism, are of the utmost importance to our 
Party. Without attaining the leadership of the masses organ- 
ized in the trade unions it will be impossible for us to function 
effectievly as the vanguard of the proletariat. Time and again 
the Communist International has emphasized the supreme neces- 
sity of Communists working amongst the masses organized 
industrially. In every unit of our Party the question of work 
in the trade unions must be recognized as one of the greatest 
importance, and all available strength must be thrown into it. 

The Party has a fundamental service to perform for the 
left-wing movement in the unions. That deep-going swing to 
the left, is a blind reaction of the masses against the oppres- 
sion of the employing class and against the treachery of their 
reactionary leaders. It is a groping after the deep realities of 
the struggle against capitalism. But this blind left-wing move- 
ment cannot become conscious of its functions, cannot bring 
into existence its proper organizational forms, except it has 
the organized and militant leadership of the Communists, of 
the vanguard organized in the Workers Party under the leader- 
ship of the Communist International. The active and conscious 
participation of our Party in every phase of the left-wing move- 
ment among the trade unions is the first condition for the 
successful development and functioning of the movement. 
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In carrying on the industrial work it must never be forgotten 
that its final aim is the building and strengthening of the 
Workers Party. The movements for amalgamation, the labor 
party, organization of the unorganized, etc., among the unions, 
create favorable spheres of influence for us and win the sym- 
pathy of great numbers of workers who recognize the practical 
leadership of the Communists in tho every-day struggle. It is 
the duty_of all units of the Party to follow up closely the indus- 
trial work' carried on by the Party and its members, and to 
absorb those workers brought under our ideological leadership 
thru this work, into actual membership in the Party. Unless 
this is done our work is largely in vain. The conscious goal 
of the work on the industrial field must be ever and always the 
building of the Workers Party into a Communist Mass Party. 

Two features of the industrial work require special mention. 
The first relates to our labor party program. Inasmuch as the 
labor party, insofar as it represents the industrial workers, 
rests directly upon the trade unions and draws its conventions 
and other legislative assemblies out of their ranks, the extent 
to which we will have power and influence in the growing labor 
party movement will depend almost entirely upon the strength 
and grip we have in the trade unions. A fundamental condition 
for the success of our labor party program is, therefore, a 
successful industrial program. 


***► 
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4. League Membership: It is the duty of each member of 
the Workers Party employed in the industries to be a member 
of the Trade Union Educational League. The Party units in 
the various localities will be held responsible for the organiza- 
tion and maintenance of a section of the Trade Union Educa- 
tional League in their respective fields, and for the active par- 
ticipation of their membership in the same. 

•5. League Support: It is the duty of each Party unit to help 
actively in circulating the “Labor Herald,” and the other publi- 
cations of the Trade Union Educational League. Each .Party 
unit shall also help in financing the League by the sale of 
Sustaining Fund Certificates, and the organization of picnics, 
dances, and other forirfs of entertainment. 


The Workers Party has every reason to congratulate itself 
upon its solid achievements upon the industrial field as well as 
the political field during the past year. We have become a 
major factor in tho trade unions, and the mainspring of all 
progressive movements therein. It must be acknowledged, how- 
ever, that our full forces have not been mobilized, and if we 
could have brought our full strength to bear upon the problems 
with which we had to deal, our results would have been many 
fold. The main task for the coming year is to enroll within the 
Party the fresh elements from the left wing ready for us. 


VIII. Organization Program. 

The following are the general organizational proposals of 
the industrial department for the carrying out of the industrial 
work: 

1. Industrial Organizers: Each unit of the Party shall select 
an industrial organizer whose duty it shall be to see to it that 
the industrial program of the Party is put into effect insofar 
as his unit is concerned. 

2. Registration: A complete registration of the entire mem- 
bership shall be taken semi-annually, showing the occupation 
and union affiliations of the membzers. It shall be the duty of 
the branch industrial organizers to carry out this registration 
promptly and thoroughly. 

3. Union Membership: It is the duty of each member of the 
Workers Party to be a member of a labor union and to be 
active therein. The branch industrial organizers shall report 
regularly to the branch, names of Party members working in 
industries who are not affiliated to labor unions. 
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RESOLUTION ON INDUSTRIAL WORK. 

The convention endorses the industrial work of the Party for 
the past 12 months, and the program laid out for the com- 
ing year. In order for our industrial work to be a success, it 
is absolutely essential that the Party throw its whole available 
force into it. Wherever possible, shop nuclei must be formed. 
The members of the Party, who work in the industries, must 
join the trade unions and become aggressive participants therein 
in furthering the Party work. In addition, the members must ^ 
become active in the Trade Union Educational League and give 
real support to its slogans of amalgamation, the labor party, 
organize the unorganized, recognition of Soviet Russia, affilia- 
tion to the Red International of Labor Unions, etc. They shall 
subscribe for and help circulate The Labor Herald and other 
publications of the League. In each locality the local Party 
organization will be held responsible for the organization and 
continuance of a branch of the Trade Union Educational League. 
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might have been possible, such as with the rubber workers in 
Akron or automobile workers in Detroit. 

The convention considers that the most urgent and most im- 
portant task for meeting the new situation is the working out 
of the policy on the unemployment situation. The convention 
instructs the incoming Central Executive Committee to work 
out such a policy at once, and to begin a nation-wide campaign 
to organize the unemployed workers, to form councils of un- 
employed, to issue a special paper. The unemployment cam- 
paign must be conducted on the ground of solidarity of interests 
of employed trade union workers and unemployed non-trade 
union masses. The Workers Party must become in any case 
the leading center of the unemployment movement. The un- 
employment campaign must be conducted in such a manner that 
it shall be directed into political channels. The slogans and de- 
mands shall be directed, not only against the bosses, but shall 
try to focus the eyes of the workers upon the government and 
Congress. The Party must lead the unemployed movement in 
such a way that the demand of the masses shall force Congress 
to take up the unemployment question. 

Millions of bankrupt farmers are streaming into the cities 
and industries, and are increasing the danger of unemployment. 
Our Party must recognize that fact in its industrial policies, as 
offering the best opportunity for calling the attention of the 
workers and expropriated farmers to the commonness of their 
interests and for pointing out to them how only a workers’ and 
farmers’ government can remedy their common misery. 

In our industrial policies in the past we did not understand 
thoroughly how to utilize our industrial activities for our polit- 
ical work. Our comrades often forget that the work in the 
trade unions is not an end in itself, but that it must serve 
to stir up the masses politically. 

The best example of lack of political understanding in our 
industrial policies was the great anthracite strike last Sep- 
tember. Our Party had no policy for the strike, before the 
fight began. One hundred thousand workers struck in the most 
important basic industry. The attention of the whole country 
was focused on the negotiations between the United Mine Work- 
ers and the bosses. In that situation neither the August nor 
the September issues of the Labor Herald had any articles or 
statements on the subject of the strike, so as to give a clear 
and revolutionary program for the miners, and thus driving 
Lewis and the other labor officials, into a real fight. The 
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anthracite strike provoked the intervention of Coolidge and 
Pinchott, the federal and state governments. The labor offi- 
cials did not fight against the government arbitration. It was 
the best opportunity for our Party to utilize the situation to 
begin a campaign for nationalization, against intervention of 
the capitalist government and for establishing a workers’ and 
farmers’ government. The Party missed that fine opportunity. 
Our first statement appeared too late after the strike, and it 
was too weak to make any impression on the masses. The strike 
began early in September, but the Labor Herald had no special 
articles, neither in its September nor October issues. The first 
article on the anthratice strike in the Labor Herald appeared 
as late as November. That there was a possibility for our 
Party to assume leadership in the anthracite strike is proven 
by the repeated “outlaw” strikes, which broke out after the 
reactionary Lewis machine sold out the workers and after the 
“progressive” Capellini had become a part of the Lewis machine. 

Our industrial policy has had many successes and achieve- 
ments, but it has been a one-sided convention policy. The con- 
vention emphasizes that we must combine our convention policy 
in the trade unions with an effective policy on strikes in shops, 
factories and mines. We should not forget that “amalgama- 
tion” or “organize the unorganized” or a “Labor Party” are 
not so closely, immediately and deeply connected with the 
interests of the laboring masses as the fights for a bigger piece 
of bread, against wage cutting or for better working condi- 
tions. We mqst go deeper into the masses. It is not enough 
to fight in conventions of trade unions and it is not even enough 
if we participate in the work of the local unions. We must 
become the leaders of the workers in the industries themselves. 
The masses will misunderstand us if they see us fighting only 
against the reactionary labor leaders and not fighting at the 
same time against the bosses. Especially in the needle trades 
did our policy show that shortcoming, which made it possible 
for the reactionaries of the International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union to start a persecution against the Trade Union 
Educational League. 

The convention declares that it approves and appreciates the 
industrial department of the Central Executive Committee find 
instructs the incoming Central Executive Committee to consider 
the suggestions and recommendations given above in the shap 
ing of our industrial policies of the future. 

The convention asserts that the industrial work of the Party 
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and the Trade Union Educational League has stirred up mil- 
lions of workers and aroused a great sentiment for our slogans. 
But it considers it a basic shortcoming of our work that we 
did not follow up our propaganda with the proper organizational 
work. A vague sentiment evaporates easily, without an actual, 
solid organization. It is the foremost duty of our industrial 
department in the future to take the steps to utilize successful 
slogans and aroused sentiments, for a crystallyzed organization. 

Ben Gitlow. 

John Pepper. 

Joseph Manley. 

The above resolution was referred to the Central Executive 
Committee. 


RESOLUTION ON COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL. 

The Third National Convention of the Workers Party extends 
greetings to the Communist International. 

During the past year the Communisct International has 
appeared everywhere where the workers suffer from oppression 
and exploitation as the leader in the struggle against the op- 
pressors and exploiters. It stands today as the hope of all 
those who struggle against the suffering and bloodshed which 
the decaying capitalist system brings into the world. 

It is the leadership of the Communist International, which 
inspires hopes in the hearts of the workers of the world and 
arouses fear in the capitalists of every country. 

The Workers Party re-affirms its declaration of sympathy 
with the Communist International and enters the struggle 
against American capitalism, the most powerful of the national 
groups, under the inspiration of the leadership of the Com- 
munist International. 




REPORT ON AMERICAN IMPERIALISM. 

By Jay Lovestone. 

The breath of imperialist battles and wars is in the air. 
Germany is crumbling. England is in the throes of severe In- 
dustrial stagnation. France is groaning under staggering taxa- 
tion. In the United States the war poison of an intensely ag- 
gressive imperialism is sipping into the very tissues of our 
capitalist political-economic system. Everywhere preparations 
are afoot, which will give American capitalists the undisputed 
leadership of the imperialist world powers. 

Since Spain was routed in IH98, the history of Amer'can 
capitalism has been the story of the most gigantic strides in 
imperialist development. 

The Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean have become the Amer- 
ican Mediterranean. Cuba is in the firm grip of a protectorate 
of American bankers and industrialists. Porto Rico has been 
annexed. Turning to the Pacific and the Fast East our im- 
perialists have grabbed in quick order the Philippines, Guam 
and Hawii. The Central American Isthmus is a Yankee 
satrapy under the “general supervision” of New York financiers 
and manufacturers. While Wilson was penning notes on demo- 
cracy, American troops forcibly dissolved the Haitian parlia- 
ment and destroyed the national freedom of the republic in the 
name of the much-vaunted capitalist formula of the “self- 
determination of nationalities.” Today the United States is 
the political master of an imperial hinterland in Central Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean, covering over 150,000 square miles of 
land and having a population of about 10,000,000. In the 
Paeific the United States has an island empire of over 125,000 
square miles and a population of 13,000,000. 

The Yankee exploiters are securing a stranglehold on Cana- 
dian resources. The packing, rubber and paint industliCH am 
rapidly falling into Wall Street’s hands. Already over $2,1*00, 
000,000 of American capital, or the equivalent of the llril ImIi 
interests, are invested in Canadian industries. 

Under the guise of protecting the weaker nations and in the 
name of the Monroe EJoctririe, American capitalists have se 
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cured complete domination over South America. The nitrate 
beds of Chile, the meat and wheat of Peru, the coffee and 
rubber plantations of Brazil are more and more falling into 
the grasp of our imperialists. The Standard Oil is getting 
great concessions in Ecuador, Bolivia, Columbia and Argentina. 
America is extending her South American market with great 
dash and determination. 

American imperialism is octopus-like fastening its tentacles 
on the resources of Asia. Our bankers are increasing their 
hold on China’s railway system. Taking advantage of the 
great catastrophy that has befallen Japan in the recent earth- 
quake American capitalists are increasing their investments in 
Japan. In the last decade our commerce with the Oriental coun- 
tries has increased three hundred per cent. More and more 
American capitalism is turning its eyes to the Far East. In 
the Near East American imperialism is also making itself felt. 
The famous Chester concessions, the drive for oil in Mesopo- 
tamia, and the growing interest of our investors in Palestine 
indicate the direction of the trade winds here. 

The Yankee imperialists have their eyes on Europe. Wall 
Street has done more than its share to turn Austria into a 
Cooley colony. Now our capitalists are landing heavily on 
Italian resources and bolstering up the Fascist tyranny of 
Mussolini. 

Our capitalists are interested even in the wildest thickets 
of the jungles of African investments. In the present Tangier 
controversy, involving the leading imperialist powers of Europe, 
the United States government is springing to the defense of the 
interests of our leading public utility magnates. 

America has become the industrial, trading and banking 
nation of the world. The World War has transformed America 
from a debtor into a creditor nation. The world now owes 
America billions of dollars. America’s crops, animal products, 
manufactures, mineral output, forest products and merchant 
marine have reached a hitherto unheard of degree of develop- 
ment. 

American banking is now international. New York has dis- 
placed London as the banking centre of the world. Interna- 
tional finance now hides its manipulations and registers its 
progress in the sign of the dollar. 

But the great financial and industrial expansion brought on 
by the World War has also brought new problems and new dif- 
ficulties in its wake. \ 



The rule of dollar democracy by our financiers and indus- 
trialists at home has been translated into a regime of dollar 
diplomacy abroad and in our vast colonial possessions. Amer- 
ican democracy now truly rests upon a monarchy of gold and 
an aristocracy of finance. 

In order to maintain control of our growing imperialist em- 
pire and in order to serve American investors abroad, the 
American government has been steadily developing a huge mili- 
tary and naval system. The last decade has seen the cost, of 
national defense doubled. The total number of individuals 
under training has been increased over 100 per cent. 

We have invested over three billion dollars in our navy today. 
The aim of American navalists is to have a navy second to 
none. 

- But giant waves of discontent are sweeping the islands in the 
grasp of American imperialism. 

The Philippines are astir with protest against the dictator- 
ial regime of the iron-fisted military Governor General Leonard 
Wood. The Filipinos are struggling to win their independence 
from American imperialism and are resisting the plans pf Gen- 
eral Wood to hand over the natural resources of their country to 
American capitalists. Cuba is in the throes of a serious con- 
flict over the domination of the island by American sugar, ship- 
ping and railway barons. 

In the present disturbance in Mexico the sinister manipula- 
tions are evident. 

Porto Rico is pleading for independence. 

The Virgin Islands are crying out against the super-Prussian 
rule imposed upon them by their new masters of the United 
States navy. 

The wounds inflicted upon the Haitians and the Dominican 
republic by American marines serving as revenue collectors are 
only outward manifestations of outrageous crimes perpetrated 
against these weaker nations by the United States, the new 
policeman of the capitalist world. 

Nicaragua is under Wall Street’s thumb. 

Colombia is being ruled by an American financial mission os- 
tensibly sent to help the republic put her house in order. 

Bolivian policy is dictated by American bankers. 

Peru is actually in American hands. 

The presence of an American naval mission in Brazil has al- 
most brought on a war between Brazil and Argentine. The 
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Argentine republic cannot enact laws unless the American 
packing interests approve them first. 

The people of Honduras cannot hold an election without an 
American battleship visiting their coast. 

Salvador must mortgage its life as an independent nation in 
order to get a loan from American bankers. 

In all these imperialist ventures and outrages the American 
government has served the imperialists with unfailing regular- 
ity. The War Department, the Navy Department, the Depart- 
ments of Commerce and State have become the tireless function- 
aries of the most powerful band of imperialist financiers and 
industrial overlords the world has yet seen. 

American capitalism has garnered fabulous profits in its ex- 
ploitation of these weaker countries. This has made it econ- 
omically possible for the American capitalists to win over some 
sections of the working class against the rest of the workers. 
As the struggle amongst the imperialist powers for the division 
of the world is becoming sharper, this tendency for the upper 
crust of aristocracy of labor to line up with the capitalists 
grows stronger. 

Gompers and his lieutenants are direct beneficiaries of the 
imperialist system. These misleaders of the working class in 
America have turned a deaf ear to the demands of the oppressed 
nationalities seeking freedom from the United States. These 
men, who are at the helm of the best organized section of our 
workers, are working hand in glove with the powerful em- 
ployers. They were of the greatest service to the capitalist 
class in the last war. 

New and even more serious dangers are threatening to over- 
come the American workers and farmers. The United States 
has at last decided to step in as the virtual receiver of bank- 
rupt Europe. The notorious enemy of labor, “Hell-an’-Maria” 
General Charles G. Dawes and the Morgan’s agents, Owen D. 
Young and Henry M. Robinson, will soon openly help the manu- 
facturers and bankers of England, France and Italy to stave off 
bankruptcy. The price set by our imperialists for this “humani- 
tarian” help will be complete American economic hegemony 
over Europe. This step is only a prelude to more entangling 
alliances which are bound sooner, rather than later, to draw an 
army of millions of American workers and farmers “over there” 
to fight for the defense of the foreign investments of our em- 
ploying class. Furthermore, America is pursuing with renewed 
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vigor its policy of isolating Soviet Russia and refusing to 
recognize it. 

In the light of this ever-increasing militarist and imperialist 
menace to the peace and security of the American workers and 
poor farmers the need for united action against American 1 in 
perialism is more urgent than ever. Towards this end the 
Workers Party of America proposes the following program : 

1. General propaganda to arouse the opposition of tho labor- 
ing and farming masses to imperialism and militarism. 

2. A united front of all workers’ and farmers’ organizations 
against the maintenance and extention of American imperialist 
plans. 

3. Concerted action by the workers’ ajjd farmers’ political 
and economic organizations to compel Congress to enact legis- 
lation prohibiting tho expenditure of a man or a dollar to 
guarantee the investments of American capitalists abroad. 

4. A vigorous campaign in all labor and farm organizations 
for the immediate and complete independence of all the posses- 
sions of the United States. 

5. Struggle against American interference in the political 
and economic affairs of Mexico, the South and Central Amer- 
ican republics. The immediate evacuation of all territories now 
occupied by American military and naval forces. 

6. A special organizational and propaganda campaign to help 
the Filipino people in their resistance to American capitalist 
exploitation. Our workers and farmers should render the 
greatest help possible to the Filipinos in their struggle for com- 
plete national independence from United States imperialist 
domination. 

7. Special publicity campaigns exposing American capitalist 
brutality in our possessions and in territories occupied by the 
military and naval forces of the United States. The interests 
dominating Mexico, Central America, South America, and our 
island possessions must be exposed in their light as imperialist 
brigands before the working class and poor farmers. 

8. Struggle against the reactionary trade union leaders of 
the United States and of the weaker exploited countries. These 
leaders of the type of Gompers and the Mexican Morones have 
become part and parcel of the imperialist coterie oppressing the 

• working masses. 

9. Struggle against the attempt of the imperialist Goolidge 
administration to unite the countries of the world against 
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Soviet Russia and against the tacit support given to the 
monarchist movement in Germany by American reactionary 
forces. 

10. An intensive campaign against American participation 
in the League of Nations, the World Court, the Reparations 
Commission, and all other imperialist conferences and alliances. 

11. The organization of an international united front of the 
political and economic organizations of the workers and poor 
farmers against international capitalist imperialism. The 
workers of all the American countries must unite for a common 
struggle against American imperialism. 

12. That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the labor 
organization of all the American possessions, Canada, Mexico, 
the Central and South American republics. 
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RESOLUTION ON RECOGNITION OF 
SOVIET RUSSIA. 

The workers and peasants of Russia, overthrowing first the 
age-old autocracy of the Czars and then the new-found autoc- 
racy of modern capitalism, have brought into the world a new 
form of state. 

Every available military and political means of the greatest 
capitalist nations has been directed against this new state in 
the effort to destroy it; and every effort has failed. Today it 
stands as the strongest power of continental Europe and Asia. 
Russia, with the newly-realcased vitality and a revolutionary 
country, with institutions better adapted to modern needs, 
steadily improves its economic conditions while all other nations 
of Europe are steadily sinking toward ruin. 

Peace has not been made among the nations since the world 
war. 

The imperialist nations, controlled by sapitalist cliques who 
are frightened with the sight of the rise of the new class into 
power in Russia, have refused to make peace with a govern- 
ment of workers and peasants. Yet the banner of Sussian 
freedom flies over one-sixth of the land surface of the earth. 
A large portion of the world’s richest possessions, absolutely 
necessary to peaceful international life, lie under the flag of 
the workers’ and farmers’ republic. Without Russia, peaceful 
world life is impossible for all nations. Soviet Russia has 
offered peace. Willing to forgive the fact that the American 
government has repeatedly invaded and made war upon their 
land, the Soviet government has repeatedly held out its hand 
in friendship to this country. 

Every new invitation to heal the wounds of war has been 
met by the American President and Secretary of State with 
v petty evasion, calumnies and slanders. In fear of standing a 
comparison between the American dictatorship of Big Business 
and the Russian dictatorship of the wage-working and farming 
classes, the American government has invented ridiculous false- 
hoods, one after another, during a period of five yeat’H, as ex- 
cuses for non-recognition of Russia. Among these is the lie 
that the Russian Soviet government is seeking and will use any 
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diplomatic contact to encourge American workers and farmers 
to revolt against the tyrannies of the American capitalist class 
to put “the red flag on the White House.” 

Although a friend to all exploited and abused classes of the 
earth, although it stands and will continue to stand out as a 
shining example of progress and victory for the exploited of the 
earth, it is ridiculous to say that Soviet Russa could or would 
in any way interfere in the internal affairs of any other nation. 

Russia alone of all nations has shown its willingness to let all 
countries control their own affairs, while President Coolidge, 
with arrogant effrontery, demands the light to reshape Russia’s 
internal institutions before according her recognition. 

Only because the President and Secretary of State, the gov- 
ernment of this country, represent a Big Business clique which 
considers its private wealth in advance of the interests of the 
nation, does this government fail to recognize the Soviet Re- 
public of Russia. For that reason alone the economic chaos and 
stagnation of the world is prolonged. Only for that reason 
does the Secretary of State of the United States stoop to petty 
forgeries of documents, deliberate mistranslations of articles 
and low intrigue with the scum of extinct European monar- 
chies, to make a dishonest propaganda against the new republic 
of Russia. 

The Workers Party calls upon the workers and farmers to 
renew their demand for the restoration of peaceful relations 
between nations through recognition of the Russian Soviet 41 

Republic, and demands such action of the Congress of the 
United States. 


* RESOLUTION ON THE PROTECTION OF THE 

FOREIGN-BORN WORKERS. 

The millions of foreign-born workers are facing new dangers. 
The message of President Coolidge to Congress, and the plun 
of Secretary of Labor Davis have revealed the plans of the 
capitalists against the foreign-born workers. Congress will in 
the very near future consider bills on registration and finger- 
printing of the foreign-born workers. New special annual taxes 
and new discriminating special measures against the foreign- 
born workers will come up before Congrgw in the near future. 

The Workers Paity was the only political party which, as 
far back as a year ago, in its last convention, brought to the 
attention of the workers these great dangers. Wo have begun 
a big movement for the protection of foreign-born workers. 

The convention authorizes the Central Executive Committee 
and District Executive Committees immediately to take steps 
to initiate a united front with all organizations which are willing 
to join in such a campaign. The Convention of the Workers 
Party pledges our Party to carry on a big campaign in the next 
year, for the protection of foreign-born workers, and calls upon 
every worker to organize the united front of native-born Amer- 
ican and foreign-born workers against the criminal plans of the 
Coolidge administration, Ku Klux KKlan, and American Legion 
patriots. The workers must recognize that the attack against 
the foreign-bom workers is but a hew attempt of the capitalist 
offensive against the suppressed and ill-paying laboring masses 
of the basic industries. 
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REPORT OF THE DAILY WORKER CAMPAIGN 
COMMITTEE TO THE NATIONAL CON- 
VENTION OF THE WORKERS 
PARTY OF AMERICA. 

By John .1. Ballam, 

Manager, Daily Worker Campaign Committee. 



Comrades: — 

This report covers the period of The Daily Worker Drive 
from the date of its announcement in The Worker, issue of 
Aug. 18th, which was actually published Aug. 8th, 1923, to 
Dec. 22, 1923. 

I was called in from Buffalo to take charge of the drive 
Aug. 20th. Plans were prepared by the committee before I took 
office which contemplated running the drive almost exclusively 
for share sales among our party membership, through our 
branches and mass meetings in the principal cities. Each fede- 
ration language bureau was alloted a quota and all were ex- 
pected to carry on the campaign through their affiliated 
branches under the direction of The Daily Worker Campaign 
Committee. 
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The drive started in the midst of all the confusion and un- 
avoidable disorganization attendant upon the removal of tin* 
entire office force and equipment of the National Office to 
Chicago, together with the offices of many of the federations, 
' so that the drive did not really get under way until Sept. «, 1923. 

All federation bureaus, district organizers, City Central 
Committee secretaries, and branch secretaries received instruc- 
tions as to the method of conducting the drive. Every unit was 
requested to create campaign committees and to elect a cam 
paign manager for their respective unite. All language bureaus 
elected a special campaign manager and 58 City Central Com- 
mittees out of the 76 listed elected their committees and man- 
agers and were active in the drive. 

The campaign was confined until recently to the sale of $5.00 
stock pledges of which each party member was expected to 
purchase at least one. 125,000 stock application blanks (includ- 
ing 20,000 installment payment applications) were distributed 
proportionally to all federation campaign managers; to nil 
district organizers; to all City Central Committee societal ie:i 
and campaign managers, and to every branch secretary. This 
distribution was made directly from the national office to all 
units with instructions to higher units to adequately supply all 
lower units. Therefore, every member of the Party was sup- 
plied with these blanks in sufficient number for all purposes. 

Publicity. 


The following list shows the quota allotted to each federa- 
tion: 

Average 

Federation Membership (Aug.) Quota 


Czecho-Slovak .. 


437 

$ 3,000 

Esthonian 


76 

400 

Finnish 


7,000 

25,000 

Greek 


172 

1,000 

German 


481 

5,000 

Hungarian 


355 

3,500 

Italian 


454 

1,000 

Jewish 


1007 

5,000 

Lithuanian 


: 843 

5,000 

Lettish 


403 

3,000 

Polish 


181 

500 

Russian 


955 

3,000 

Roumanian 


200 

1,000 

South Slavic 


1,174 

6,000 

Ukranian 


532 

2,000 

Scandinavian .... 


:. 283 
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Publicity matter has been gotten out in large quantities and 
thoroughly distributed throughout the entire country from the 
national office and we believe that the campaign for our daily 
has been popularized, so as to lay a firm foundation for our 
daily upon its appearance. The following material was distri- 
buted : 

a. 3,000 posters announcing the opening of the drive for 
September meetings. 

b. 100,000 copies of the “Miniature Daily Worker” in two 
editions of 50,000 each. These were designed to reach non- 
party workers in unions, societies, etc., and were supplied to 
districts, City Central Committees and branches free of charge. 
All copies were supplied by order only. This leaflet has proven 
to be an effective method of popularizing the daily and aided 
in stock sales and donations. 
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c. Display ads and cartoons in every issue of The Worker 
together with special articles and news items, and full page 
posters for meeting halls. 

d. Daily Worker Campaign Committee News Service, con- 
taining articles, reports, etc., sent to all party press and con- 
nections regularly each week. 

e. Advertisements in magazines and foreign programs and 
trade union programs. 

f. Pennants and posters for Russian Revolution celebrations. 

g. 10,000 contributions lists were sent to all branches. 

h. 30,000 contribution lists, with share applications and 
special letter sent through special list. 

i. 10,000 specially selected union secretaries were circularized 
with trade union appeal and lists. 

j. 3,000 miners’ locals were appealed to for donations and 
shares. 

k. 10,000 lists were circulated to Worker and Liberator lists, 
with appeals by Comrades Engdahl and Minor. A total of 
63,000 letters, pledges and lists were thus sent out. 




It was the policy of the committee to permit each federation 
to conduct the drive among its units in its own way, relying 
upon the pledge to laise the amount apportioned. Our foreign- 
born comrades have supported the drive for the English daily 
magnificently, and especial credit is due them when the fact 
that most of the language sections carry the burden of main- 
taining dailies and weeklies in their respective languages, is 
taken into consideration. Full credits for amount raised cannot 
in all cases be given to each federation as many of their 
branches remitted directly thru the City Central Committee 
campaign manager without showing sources, while others sent 
their remittances through the several Federation Bureaus. 
Special mention must be made of the Lithuanian and South 
Slavic Federations where the drive was carried on intensively 
and in close co-operation with our committee. The Finnish 
Bureau is still busily engaged in rasing its quota among its 
members, and their pledge to turn over to The Daily Woiker 
Publishing Co. $25,000 in cash or notes was the decisive factor 
making for the early appearance of our daily. 


Meetings. 

The first series of meetings arranged by the Daily Worker 
Campaign Committee were those in which the $100,000 drive 
was opened in the principal cities, between Sept. 29th and 
Oct. 10th, addressed by the most prominent speakers in the 
Party. These meetings were held before the Party had mobil- 
ized all its forces for the drive but aroused intense enthusiasm. 
Twelve of these meetings were held. 

Dances, picnics, e /lertainments, concerts were arranged all 
over the country for The Daily Worker Drive during the month 
of October. The conspicuously successful meeting was that held 
by the New York Campaign Committee at the Lenin Bust 
Unveiling where the income was over $2,000.00. 

Russian Revolution Celebrations were arranged by the Daily 
Worker Campaign Committee in over 50 cities thruout the 
country, addressed by over 30 prominent Party speakers. 

More, than 70 meetings, from coast to coast, are now being 
arranged for Jan. 12th and 13th to greet the birth of The Daily 
Worker. 

Language Federations. 

Each Language Section was given its quota of shares to be 
sold and complete instructions for general conduct of the drive. 
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General. 

The announcement of the Central Executive Committee to 
start the drive for an English language was greeted by the 
leaders of the Communist Parties of the principal countries 
thruout the world. Zinoviev, Radek, Zetkin, Thalheimer, 
Sandier, Treist, Tom Mann, and others hailed the English 
Communist Daily. Upton Sinclair called upon all workers to 
support the Workers Party in its drive for the new daily in 
Chicago. 

. Our comrades responded to the call of the Party with tre- 
mendous enthusiasm. While there was some hesitation and 
doubt which in some cases continued through the drive by a few 
who were appalled at the magnitude of the task which the 
Party had set itself to accomplish, the rank and file set to work 
to organize; and the forces of* the Party were gradually mobil- 
ized and set in motion for the most inspiring drive that our 
Central Executive Committee has instituted. 

The first to respond was the Bulgarian branch of Madison, 111., 
which sent the first $30.00 donation. An analysis of all sources 
of income show that almost the entire sum raised came from 
the workers in factory, mill, mine and railroad and from the 
exploited working farmers on the land. The comrades in Los 
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Engeles raised over $900.00; the Ukrainian branch of Ham- 
tramck (Detroit), Mich., sent in over $1,000.00; under the effi- 
cient direction of Comrade Julius Codkind the New York City 
campaign committee carried on an effective drive, conducted 
splendid meetings, and turned in directly to campaign head- 
quarters over $6,000.00; the drive was conducted in Chicago 
under the tireless efforts of Comrade Gus Schulenberg as cam- 
paign manager and resulted in direct returns of more than 
$5,000.00; Boston, under Comrade Zelms us campaign manager, 
turned in directly nearly $.‘1,000.00. These are the highest spots 
in the campaign. A complete analysis of returns of federations 
and districts accompany this report. 

There was some hesitation on the part of some of our trade 
union sections toward carrying on the campaign into the unions. 
Wherever our trade union militants did make the proper ap- 
proach good results were obtained. Over 100 workers’ organi- 
zations have donated money or purchased shares. 

Our foreign-language press (with a few exceptions) has sup- 
ported the drive and carried our announcements and to the 
extent that they gave their aid this support was invaluable. 

Our intention was to raise the necessary amount by Nov. 7th 
and to issue our daily on the Sixth Anniversary of the Russian 
Revolution. But it was shown that eight weeks was too short 
a time in which to accomplish this object. When it was an- 
nounced by our Central Executive Committee that the date was 
extended to January, 1924, our members, instead of becoming 
discouraged, took a fresh hold and from that time to the present 
the drive became intensified and is now nearing completion. 

The total income from the drive is today $73,011.90 ($71,497.15 
plus $1,514.75 received since Dec. 22). The Finnish comrades 
have pledged $15,000.00 and the Italian comrades have pledged 
themselves to pay $2,000.00. This makes a total of $90,000.00. 
Our membership must raise the other $10,000.00. Every member 
who has not yet bought a share must be urged tc do so at once. 
Only unemployment or sickness should be accepted as a valid 
excuse. There remain two weeks before our paper will be 
issued. If every member will see to it that all comrades do 
their full duty we can yet go over the top with the full 
$100,000.00 on the day before our paper appears. 

In making their decision to found a great national daily 
Party organ in the English language our Central Executive 
Committee has properly gauged the ability and enthusiasm and 
the revolutionary determination of the Party membership. It 
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was hailed by the chairman of the Communist International, 
Comrade Zinoviev, as the necessary weapon to make our Party 
a real mass party. The Daily Worker Drive was one of the 
most important tasks which our party has undertaken. It has 
been crowned with almost complete success. 

On Sunday, Jan. 13th, THE DAILY WORKER will bo born. 
Upon its success will depend in great measure, the success of 
our immediate objectives: the membership drive; amalgama- 
tion; the labor party; recognition of Soviet Russia; organization 
of the unorganized, and defense. THE DAILY WORKER will 
be the chief instrument through which our Party will popular- 
ize all its slogans, and mobilize all its forces for action in 
every field and it becomes the supreme duty of all party work- 
ers, regardless of their special activities, to work energetically 
to build up the influence and the circulation of THE DAILY 
WORKER. 

We are convinced that our daily will be supported by tens of 
thousands of workers and farmers and become a tremendous 
power in the coming nation-wide elections, developing the politi- 
cal consciousness of the workers, rallying them in support of 
the labor party at the polls, becoming an institution in the life 
of the workers and exploited farmers, and setting up another 
milestone on the path of our Party toward the realization of its 
final goal. There may be issues within our Party upon which 
there can be a wide division of opinion — upon the question of 
THE DAILY WORKER there cannot be any egitimate 
opposition. 

Our enemies fear the coming of our English Daily for they 
nicely estimate its potential power and influence. Their fear is 
matched by the joy of our friends at the prospects of a working 
class daily. Once published the success of THE DAILY 
WORKER is assured. 

The decision of the Central Executive Committee of our Party 
to pubish THE DAILY WORKER is the crowning act in a 
series of realistic and Communist actions during their term of 
office. 

The Daily Worker Campaign Committee appeals to the Third 
National Convention of the Workers Party of America and 
through it to the Party for united effort to build up the circula- 
% tion of THE DAILY WORKER and to establish it in the hearts 
of the working class of America. 

LONG LIVE THE WORKERS PARTY AND ITS ORGAN, 
THE DAILY WORKER! 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT DAILY WORKER 
CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE. 

Statement of cash receipts and expenditures from 
Aug. 28 to Dec. 22, 1923. 

Cash Receipts. 

Paid applications for Preferred Stock 

a. Pull payments $50,808.75 

b. Partial payments 187.00 

c. Finnish Federation 9,821.91 

$00,817.66 

Cash donations: 

General Donations $ 7,701.06 

Special Lists 326.36 

Liberator Lists 57.00 

Worker Lists 122.30 

8,206.72 

Stock Sales & Donations (unclassified).. 1,223.31 

Pennants Sales 1,164.23 

Nov. 7th Subscriptions to Daily Worker 64.85 
Interest on Bank Deposits 20.38 



$71,497.15 

Cash Disbursements. 


Advertising 

Campaign Headquarters 812.00 

For Party Units 263.60 

1,075.60 

Printing 

Miniature Daily Worker 324.38 

iSoliciting Purposes 1,372.87 

1,697.25 

Pennants 750.00 

General Office Expenses 

Stationary Supplies & Equipment 278.53 

Rent of National Office Space 60.00 

Postage & Forwarding 561.81 

Telegrams & Telephone 34.85 

Speakers’ Traveling Expenses 1,133.48 

Wages 

Administration 1,426.50 

Publicity 576.23 

2,002.73 

Exchange on Checks 6.85 



Total Expenses 

Funds Advanced to Daily Worker Pub. Co. 

Total Disbursements 
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7,605.10 

2,333.85 


9,938.95 
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Born out of the bone and sinew of the militant proletariat of 
America, controlled, guided and inspired by the Workers Party 
of America, “The Daily Worker” comes into being to lead the 
battaliohs of the workers and exploited farmers to victory, in 
the accomplishment of the historic mission of the working class, 
through the establishment of a government of workers and 
farmers. 

LONG LIVE THE DAILY WORKER! 

LONG LIVE THE WORKERS PARTY AND THE COM- 
MUNIST INTERNATIONAL! 

Additional Resolution. 

The price of the Daily Worker shall be: 

In Chicago by carrier 

$10.00 for one year 

5.00 for six months 

1.00 for one month 

In Chicago by mail and Foreign Subscriptions 

$8.00 for one year 

4.50 for six months 

2.50 for three months 
Outside of Chicago 

$6.00 for one year 

3.50 for six months 

2.00 for three months 
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Cash in Special Fund 25,000.00 

Cash Held by Finnish Federation a/c 

Shares 9,821.91 

Cash in Bank 27,406.83 

Petty Cash 20.00 


Total Cash 62,248,74 

Less accounts payable 690.54 61,558.20 


$71,497.15 

Fraternally submitted, 

Daily Worker Campaign Committee, 

John J. Ballam, Managor. 

RESOLUTION ON THE DAILY WORKER. 

The Third National Convention congratulates the thousands 
of members and sympathizers who co-operated with the Dally 
Workers Campaign Committee in carrying on the drive to estab- 
lish “The Daily Worker.” 

The first Communist daily in the English language is thus 
made possible through the devotion, sacrifice and tireless 
energy of our comrades and friends who out of their little have 
given much. 


RESOLUTION ON SHOP NUCLEI. 


RESOLUTION ON LANGUAGE PRESS. 

The Third Convention of the Workers Party fully confirms 
the resolution on the language press adopted by the Second 
Convention a year ago. 

Fully appreciating the progress towards the establishment of 
a unified press action made by the Party during the last year, 
the Third Convention instructs the incoming Central Executive 
Committee to continue in its efforts to establish a uniform press 
policy and action for all the Party press. 

The editors of the Federation papers are urged to pay close 
attention to the central organ of the Party and to the Press 
Service issued by the National Office, and to take active part 
in all campaigns conducted by the party. The Federation Press 
should apply itself more than before with American conditions 
and not so much to European problems. 

The Federation Press must devote sufficient space to the 
clarification of the various policies and issues of the Party 
regardless of whether the editor agrees with the official stand 
of the Party or not. 



1. The experience of the Communist parties the world over 
has proven that the only sound basis for Communist organiza- 
tion is an organization which is rooted in the shops and fac- 
tories. 

2. It is the experiences of the workers in the shops and 
factories, which are the basis of their struggles against the 
capitalists and agitation in the shops, offers the best oppor- 
tunities for arousing the workers for the struggle against their 
exploiters and oppressors, because such agitation is close to 
the realities of their everyday life. 

3. It is in the shops that the workers come in daily contact 
with each other and it is there that they can be best reached 


with Communist propaganda. 

4. The problem of organizing Shop Nuclei in the United 
States is greatly complicated by the fact that our Party is made 
up of many language sections, but the Party must nevertheless 
begin this work. 

5. The National Convention therefore instructs the incoming 
Central Executive Committee to organize Shop Nuclei wherever 
possible on the basis of the following instructions: 

1. Shop Nuclei shall be organized wherever two or more 
party members are employed in the same factory or shop. 

2. No change shall be made in the present system of language 

branches or the affiliation of members and dues payment through 
such branches. . . .. - 

3. The Shop Nuclei shall be organized as organizations for 
propaganda and the political and economic work of the Party 
in the shops alongside of the existing organization. 

4 The method of combining the Shop Nuclei in certain dis- 
trict and their contact with the city organization shall be 
worked out by the Central Executive Committee m accordance 
with the experience gained in the process of forming the Shop 


JNUciei organization. „ _ ,. « 

5. In answer to the recommendation of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Communist International that we form interna- 
tional branches of workers of various language groups, wo de- 
clare that such action at this time would seriously disturb the 
structure of our party organization and weaken the Federations, 
which are needed to carry on the work of agitation and organiza- 
tion among the workers of the many language groups in this 
country. We therefore request the Executive Committee Com- 
munist International to reconsider this recommendation and 
refer it for consideration to the next convention of our I arty. 
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RESOLUTION ON THE AGRICULTURAL WORK OP 
THE PARTY. 

% 

The convention approves the initiative of the Central Exe- 
cutive Committee in creating an agricultural department of the 
Party, recognizes the tremendous importance of Communist 
work among the farmers and instructs the incoming Central 
Executive Committee to increase and develop our Party work 
among the poor and exploited farmers. 

The convention of the Workers Party, as representative of 
the class-conscious head of the working class of the United 
States, sends its warmest greetings and deepest expression of 
solidarity to the masses of poor and exploited farmers. 

The convention recognizes the heroic struggle of the masses 
af exploited farmers against monopolistic trust magnates, 
greedy railroad barons, the parisitic grain brokers and cotton 
gamblers. We denounce capitalism, imperialism and the ever 
growing menace of state power as the chief cause of the bank- 
ruptcy of hard working farmers. The farmers go bankrupt 
because they have to sell their products at a low price and 
must buy the industrial products of the mighty trusts at high 
prices. At the same time industrial workers receive low wages 
and capitalist distribution, controlled by unscrupulous middle- 
men, forces the city worker to pay high prices for food. The 
capitalist press tries thru its lies to allienate the workers 
and exploited farmers from each other. The capitalist press 
lies to the farmers, telling them that the reason for the high 
prices on industrial products is the high wages of the workers. 
The capitalist press lies to the workers that the reason of the 
high cost of living is the high prices of farm products. The 
convention of the Workers Party considers it as one of the 
most important tasks to speak at once to the workers and 
exploited farmers and to destroy the lies which keep them apart, 
and it declares that only an alliance between city workers and 
exploited farmers can free both from the yoke of the common 
enemy, capitalism and the imperialist government. 

The convention points out that our whole party member- 
ship must recognize the tremendous revolutionary fact of the 
revolt of bankrupt farmers. The bankruptcy of millions and 
millions of farmers is inevitable under the present system. It 
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is a mistake to think that this bankruptcy is only a temporary 
situation caused by natural reasons, by bad crops. The pres- 
ent year shows one of the largest crops the United States has 
ever seen. But the monopoly of trust was never as terrible 
as now, checking the farmers, as it does today. Millions and 
millions of farmers are forced to sell their products at less 
than the cost of production. The Department of Agriculture 
reported that no less than 30 per cent of the income of the 
farmers goes for taxes. Secretary Wallace reported that in 
fifteen agricultural states of the country not less than 23 per 
cent of the owner-farmers are bankrupt. The trend towards 
tenancy is growing ever faster. The American farmer comes 
more and more dangerously near to the condition of the peas- 
ants in old Czarist Russia. Revolutionary farmers in South 
Dakota, with bitter sarcasm and despair already call themselves 
“peasants.” Millions and millions of farmers have deserted 
the farms during the last two years, and have gone into indus- 
try and into the over-crowded cities. A new proletariat is in 
creation before us: Midwestern farmers are the substitute to- 
day for the European immigration of unskilled workers. At 
the same time the capitalist press advises the bankrupt Mid- 
western farmers to go to the South and replace the Negroes 
who migrated to Northern industry. And President Coolidge 
revealed the bankruptcy of the Republican administration in 
declaring that the only remedy for the bankrupt farmers is for 
them to help themselves and to build up decayed cooperatives 
through patient work. 

But the exploited and bankrupt farmers cannot help them- 
selves without the state power. Half-measure against middle- 
men cannot bring any radical improvement. The exploited 
farmers must form an alliance with the workers and establish 
a government of workers and farmers. Only a mighty farmer- 
labor party can achieve this goal. But we must demand in the 
interest of the farmers, a moraterium of at least five years on 
all debts and mortgages. We must demand the elimination of 
absentee landlordism, of tenancy, and the establishment of the 
great principle that the land shall belong to its users. We muMt 
convince the working class that the bankruptcy and expropriii 
tion of the masses of farmers is the greatest menace to the 
workers themselves. The farmers driven from their land are 
streaming into industry, and with their unorganized manson 
*can become one of the biggest factors in the destructions of the 
trade unions in the next economic crisis and period of unem- 
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ployment. The workers must recognize that the abandonment 
of the land by millions of farmers and the shrinkage of the 
acreage of cultivated land will cause a serious food shortage 
and will diminish the purchasing power of the workers’ wages. 
And lastly, our Party members must recognize that the Work- 
ers Party as a revolutionary party must establish an alliance 
with the exploited farmers. If the Workers Party would neg- 
lect that task it would prove that the Workers Party has lost 
the vision of establishing a workers and farmers’ government, 
because the working class of the United States cannot seize and 
maintain power without the help of the millions of exploited 
farmers. It is a utopia to think that we can win for the revo- 
lution the support of Gompers and the labor aristocracy cor- 
rupted by imperialism, but it is revolutionary realism to make 
every effort to win the support of the working and exploited 
farmers. 


RESOLUTION ON THE YOUNG WORKERS 
LEAGUE. 

I. 

1. The National Convention of the Workers Party of 
America extends fraternal greetings to the Young Workers 
League which is uniting the youth of this country for the Com- 
munist struggle against capitalism. 

2. The task of reaching the youth with the message of Com- 
munism, of interesting them in our cause and organizing them 
for the militant struggle against the existing social order and 
its oppression and exploitation is of major importance for the 
whole Communist movement. In carrying on this work the 
Young Workers League is preparing the fighters for Commun- 
ism who will soon stand in the ranks of the Party as part of its 
best fighters. 

3. The Young Workers League has during the past year 
correctly interpretated its task in extending its work so as to 
include the education of the children of the workers and to bring 
them under Communist influence and a Communist environment. 

4. The Young Workers League has taken the lead in estab- 
lishing Shop Nuclei, thus laying the correct foundation for its 
organization. 
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5. The National Convention urges every unit of the party to 
carefully study the work of the Young Workers League and to 
give its utmost co-operation in supporting this work and thus 
to strengthen both the youth and children’s movement. 


II. 

1. The present system of representation of the Young Work- 
ers League in party meeting duplicates and pyramids the vote 
of the members of the Young Workers League. The constitu- 
tion of the party is, therefore, amanded to provide: 

A — City organization of the Young Workers League 
shall be represented in city conventions through dele- 
gates elected by the City Central Committee of the 
Young Workers League, the apportionment to be made 
by the party organization. Where only one branch of 
the Y. W. L. exists that branch shall elect the repre- 


B — District organizations of the Y. W. L. shall be 
represented in the District Conventions of the party 
through representatives appointed by the District 
Committee of the Y. W. L. No branches of city or- 
ganization shall have delegates in the District Conven- 
tion, except in such instances where no District Or- 
ganization of the Y. W. L. exists. In these cases the 
City Central Committee of the City Central Committee 
of the largest Y. W. L. city organization in the district 


L. District Organization. 


RESOLUTION ON THE CLASS WAR PRISONERS. 

As against the long-delayed liberation by President Coolidge, 
five years after the ending the World war, of 31 political pris- 
oners, all members of the Industrial Workers of the World, we 
see the federal government rallying all strength possible to 
secure the passage of new and ever more vicious and anti- 
labor legislation. 

The Johnson Bill, now before Congress, that has the endorse- 
ment of the Federal Department of Labor, provides for the 
punishment up to five years imprisonment for any alien who 
shall fail to register with the authorities every year .giving 
his name, sex, race, nationality, date and place of birth, age, 
residence, marital status and occupation. 

This legislation, reminiscent of a Russian czarlnt tyranny 
that is gone forever, also requires all aliens in the United States 
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to be photographed, and to furnish “such other information as 
the Secretary of Labor may by regulation prescribe.” For all 
this “the foreigners” are to be taxed $5.00 at the time of regis- 
tration. 

This attempt to create a super-blacklist of America’s work- 
ers, especially among the foreign-born in the great basic indus- 
tries, is only exceeded by the diabolical provisions of the Ster- 
ling Bill, now in the hands of the judiciary committee of the 
United States Senate, seeking to prohibit and punish “certain” 
seditious acts against the government of the United States.” 
The Sterling Bill is, in efliect, an anti-syndicalism bill, seeking 
to duplicate on a national scale the anti-labor laws now on the 
statute books of nearly all the states. 

The release of the 31 war prisoners is, therefore, but a spur 
to wage a greater struggle for the release of L. E. Katterfeld, 
Isreal Blankenstein, Joseph Martinowitz and Jacob Dolla, in 
Pennsylvania; Tom Mooney and Warren K. Billings, with Ford 
and Suhr, in California; Sacco and Vanzetti, in Massachusetts, 
and countless others, mostly members of the Industrial Work- 
ers of the World, but also members of the American Federation 
of Labor, especially the victims of the coal and railroad barons 
during the great mine and rail strikes of 1922. 

The places of the political prisoners of the World war are 
now being taken by the political prisoners of the “peace that 
was to end all wars.” The cells of Leavenworth Prison, and 
other federal penitentiaries, are being emptied, but new victims 
are about to face the capitalist courts, especially in the pending 
trials of Fred H. Merrick and many others, in Pittsburgh, the 
capital city of Pittsburgh steel and coal czardom. 

Thus dominant capitalism makes a mockery of the constitu- 
tionally “guaranteed” rights of the free speech and free as- 
semblage as it seeks to bulwark its own position against the 
rising working class. 

The Communists, ever in the lead in the working class strug- 
gle, realize that pleas to “democracy” will never save the work- 
ers from the attempts of the exploiters to wipe out all labor 
progress, and destroy all traces of working class organization. 

In this struggle, therefore, the Third National Convention of 
the Workers Party, pledges its whole-hearted support to every 
effort to free all the class war prisoners. 

We greet the successful efforts of the Labor Defense Council 
to combat reaction in the trials of the Michigan Syndicalist 
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cases, in which a disagreement was secured in the case of Wil- 
liam A. Foster, while the guilty verdict returned against C. E. 
Ruthenberg is being appealed to the highest court in the land. 
We call upon the members of the Workers Party, and all sympa- 
thizing workers everywhere, to generously contribute to the sup- 
port of the Labor Defense Council in the tremendous fight it is 
making for all labor. 

We call upon the workers and their organization to support 
the National Defense Committee, now handling the cases of 
Ben Gitlow and Harry Winitsky, involving the constitutionality 
of all state criminal syndicalist laws. The appeal is now before 
the Unittd States Supreme Court. The National Defense Com- 
mittee is also fighting the deportation of workers. 

We call upon all workers and their organizations to demand 
the release of the injunction victims of the great railroad strike, 
and of those in prison as a result of the efforts of the United 1 
Mine Workers of America to unionize the coal fields of West 
Virginia, Ohio, and other states. 

We call upon all workers and their organizations everywhere 
to unite in one mighty movement, not only for the release of 
all the class war prisoners, but also to secure the abolition of 
the injunction in labor disputes, to demand the right of organ- 
ization to all workers, to fight for the repeal of all anti-labor 
laws, and to prevent other infamous legislation, like the John- 
son and Sterling Bills, from being placed upon the statute books 
of the nation. 


RESOLUTION ON NEGRO QUESTION. 

The twelve million negroes in the United States constitute 
an oppressed race, and as such they require and demand special 
attention. The American negro population will be an important 
factor in the class struggle, a! factor which might be used as a 
weapon of reaction for the ‘defeat and further enslavement of 
both themselves and their white brother workers, or which, if 
enlightened to its own interests can be a decisive factor for 
the liberation of the exploited classes of both colors. 

The winning of the negro masses, who toil in industry and in 
agriculture, to an aggressive partisanship with the white in- 
dustrial workers and working farmers is a primary task. 
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Simultaneously, the workers of the white race must be en- 
lightened to the giving of complete and equal participation in 
all forms of the political and industrial organization of the 
working class. The elimination of all race discrimination 
within the working class movement is preliminary to its elimina- 
tion in society as a whole. 

The Workers Party pledges itself to strive, both in the proc- 
ess of its regular work and also by the creation of special 
organs of press and organization, for the following ends: 

1. Equal rights of negroes to membership in the trade 
unions. 

2. Equal wages to negroes. 

3. Complete restoration of the right of the ballot, the right 
to hold political office, the right to assemble and to organize, in 
the South as well as the North. 

4. Drastic action to punish and suppress lynching of negroes 
in the South and elsewhere, depriving local and state authorities 
of jurisdiction in this matter which must become a national 
responsibility. 

5. National legal measures for the abolition, under severe 
penalty, of all discrimination against negroes in every form of 
public service. 

6. Abolition of all discrimination against negroes in housing. 

The Workers Party will combat all movements which seek to 

induce the negroes meekly to submit to the terrorism of the Ku 
Klux Klan and similar organizations, and will encourage the 
negroes in resistance to such terrorism. 

The Workers Party will oppose among the negroes all move- 
ments looking to the surrender of the negroes’ rights in this 
country, such as the “Back to Africa” movement, which is only 
an evasion of the real struggle and an excuse to surrender the 
negroes’ rights in their native land, America. The United' 
States is the home of the American negro, and the Workers 
Party champions his full, free and equal partnership with his 
white brothers in the future society. 

The emancipation of the negro can be attained only in the 
emancipation of the working class as a whole. A fixed regid 
status and the traditions of slavery bind the negro as a whole 
to the working class. Even where individual negroes, in spite 
of all handicaps, zaise themselves to the condition of the Bour- 
geosie, they are not permitted to enjoy the fruits of their suc- 
cess in equality with the white members of the same class. The 
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negro is condemned, while the capitalist class-system prevails, 
to a common interest with the working class. It is reasonable 
to expect, therefore, that this suppressed race, as was the case 
with suppressed races in Europe, will ultimately play a large 
role in the future social upheaval. 

The Workers Party invites the attention of all negroes inter- 
ested in the* emancipation of their people, to the program of this 
Party. Intelligent and sincere negroes of the working class are 
urged to organize themselves into the ranks of the regular 
branches of the Workers Party. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE PARTY CONSTITUTION 
ADOPTED. 

Article 1, Section 1, to read: The name of this organization 
shall be the Workers Party of America. Its purpose shall be to 
educate and organize the working class for abolition of capi- 
talism through the establishment of a Workers and Farmers’ 
Republic. 

Section, Article 3, to read: Every member shall join a duly 
constituted branch of the Party if such exists in the territory 
where he lives or works. 

Section 4, Article 6, to read: Delegates to the National Con- 
vention shall be elected by district conventions. Branches in 
organized cities may elect delegates to the city convention. City 
Conventions shall elect delegates to the district conventions. 

New Section 9, of Article 6: Delegates to district conventions 
must have been members of the party for one year. Delegates 
to National Conventions must have been members of the party 
for two years. Delegates to City Conventions must have been 
members of the party for six months. 

Section 2, Article 7, amended to read : The Central Executive 
Committee shall consist of 13 members, twelve shall be elected 
by the convention and the N. E. C. of the Y. W. L. shall elect 
one member. The convention shall also elect seven alternates. 

Section 8, Article 8, amended to read : The Branch shall con- 
sist of members, as provided in Article III, Sectional. It shall 
elect an executive committee, branch organizer, industrial or- 
ganizer, delegates to th« City Central Committee and such other 
officers as may be considered necessary. 

Section "2, Article 9, to read : There shall be only one section 
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in each language, and all language branches must affiliate with 
their respective language sections. 

Section 6, Article 9, amended to read: The Central Execu- 

tive Committee shall have the right to disapprove the members 
elected by the Conference of the language bureaus and fill such 
vacancies. 

Section 5, Article II, amended to read: Members unable to 

pay dues or assessments on account of unemployment, etc. 


Members! of 

The Central Executive Committee of the W. P. 
Elected by the Convention of 1923-24. 


Alexander Bittelman 
Earl Browder 
Fahle Burman 
James P. Cannon 
William F. Dunne 
J. Louis Engdahl 
V/illiam Z. Foster 


Benjamin Gitlow. 

Ludwig Lore 

Jay Lovestone 

John Pepper 

C. E. Ruthenberg 

Y. W. L. representative 
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